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DAY AFTER PA RT Y S A T  NOV I
Don't p u t  t h a t  costume away  ye t  because

there i s  a  d a y  a f t e r  hal loween p a r t y  a t  394
Avenita Abedos i n  San Jose s tar t ing  a t  9:00
PM u n t i l  ??? P u t  t h a t  makeup back  on  one
more t ime f o r  one last n ight  o f  halloween fun.
BY0B. C a l l  Vo icemai l  o r  Steve o r  J a y  f o r
more at  (408) 224-8888.

ACTIV IT IES COMMITTEE S U N  NOV 2
We're meeting at Alan's i n  Santa Cruz this

month. We ' l l  hold the business meeting at 3:00
PM, a n d  t h e n  those w h o  don ' t  have t o  rush
back w i l l  g o  Out t o  d inner.  I f  you  w a n t  t o
attend and  y o u  d i d n ' t  p i c k  u p  a  map a t  the
October m e e t i n g ,  l e a v e  a  m e s s a g e  o n
Voicemail and we' l l  contact you.

IsIONTEREY A Q U A R I U M  S A T  NOV 8
I f  y o u  s i g n e d  u p  ( a n d  p a i d  f o r  y o u r

tickets) a t  t h e  October  meeting. meet a t  t he
group entrance o f  the Aquar ium a t  12:30. I f
you're no t  there when the  group goes in ,  you
wi l l  p robab ly  h a v e  a  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  ga in ing
admission. I f  y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  t h e
Aquarium and you just  want  to jo in  the group
for d inner  and  t h e  rest  o f  the evening, meet
at the Fogbank Saloon, at 1638 Wave Street, at
5:30.

HTG M O N T H LY  MEETING S U N  NOV 9
The November mon th l y  meeting and  p o t

luck supper  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  Campbel l
Community Center  (see m a p  o n  back  page).
The Women's Caucus w i l l  meet starting at 6:00
PM, everyone i s  i nv i ted  t o  a r r i ve  a t  6:30 P M
for t h e  p o t  l u c k  d i nne r.  T h e  meet ing w i l l
start prompt ly  a t  8:00 PM. P lease  be sure t o
bring a dish to share f o r  the potluck.

JAPANESE DINNER C A N C E L E D
We d i d n ' t  g e t  enough signups t o  j u s t i f y

planning and  organiz ing  t h i s  event.  M a y b e
we'll t r y  again i n  January or February.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE T H U  NOV 14

Al l  i n p u t  f o r  t h e  December Newslet ter
must b e  received b y  t h i s  date .  M a i l  y o u r
input to  the Newsletter to  HTG PO Box 6777,
San Jose C A 95150: a t tn :  Bob Correa. O r  i f
it's the last minute call 408/292-6475.

GAMES N I G H T F R I  NOV 14
It's back t o  Pete's f o r  o u r  f o u r t h  Games

Night. B r i n g  along your  favor i te  board game
and we' l l  l e t  everyone choose what  they want
to p lay.  D i r e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  avai lable a t  t he
November meeting.
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Remember to VOTE on November 4th! * * *
GASLIGHT THEATER F R I  NOV 21

How c o u l d  y o u  e v e n  t h i n k  o f  m iss ing
"THE C O U R A G E  O F  P E P E  L E  P E U "  ( o r
"JUST A  L I T T L E  STINKER") .  I f  y o u  d i d n ' t
sign u p  a t  t h e  O c t o b e r  mee t i ng ,  l e a v e  a
message o n  Vo icemai l  a n d  w e ' l l  g e t  back  t o
you to  let you know i f  there are any available
spaces. W e  meet  be fore  t h e  performance a t
"Pizza, M y  Dear"  on Bascom Avenue south o f
Campbell.

SKI TA H O E  D E C  5 -  7
We have more than enough people t o  f i l l

both the  Ridgewood I n n  and  t h e  ex t ra  cabin
we reserved, so this is s t r ic t ly  on standby. F o r
those w h o  s i g n e d  u p  e a r l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e
organizers w i l l  be contacting you to  see who is
interested i n  t h e  cab in .  I t  m a y  b e  a  b i t
cheaper, b u t  shee ts  a n d  t o w e l s  a r e  n o t
supplied.

S. F.  BALLET NUTCRACKER S A T  DEC 13
We took  signups a t  t h e  October meeting.

I f  you d i d n ' t  s ign u p  b u t  y o u  wou ld  l i k e  t o
go, leave a message on Voicemai l  and we' l l  see
i f  there are any more tickets available.

MONTHLY MEETING S U N  DEC 14
NEW LOCATION!  T h e  December H T G

monthly meet ing w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  B i l l y
DeFrank Communi ty  Center I n  San Jose. A l l
of ou r  month ly  meetings w i l l  be  he ld  a t  the
Center f r o m  n o w  on. H T G  i s  proud t o  help
support OUR Communi ty  Center!

HTG w i l l  p r o v i d e  R o a s t  T u r k e y,  y o u
provide t h e  t r immings  f o r  a  h o l i d a y  meal .
Our guest entertainer w i l l  be  Lesbian Singer,
Songwriter, Claire Mix.

HAPPY H O L I D AY S
We k n o w  be t t e r  t h a n  t o  t r y  organiz ing

anything d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  season. S t a r t
marking t h e  f o l l o w i n g  da tes  i n  y o u r  1987
calendar, though. T h e  sk i  t r ips,  i n  par t icu lar,
f i l l  u p  early.

ANO NUEVO SEALS S A T  JAN 10
This is real serious s tu f f ,  so l isten up, y'heahl

Al has been wa i t i ng  since last Spring to  lead th is
trip. I t  seems he  learned t h a t  t h i s  date w i l l  be
the v e r y  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  E lephan t  Seals'  m a t i n g
season a n d  h e  t h i n k s  i t  i s  o n e  o f  those th ings
everyone should see a t  least  once i n  h i s  o r  h e r
life. ( I f  m y  mother  ever knew w h a t  I  a m  going
to be doing on he r  8 Is t  b i r thday!)  L o t s  o f  warm,
wind a n d  wa te rp roo f  c lo th ing  w i l l  undoubted ly
be the un i fo rm o f  the day.
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SKI BEAR J A N  23 -  25
This n o w  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e c o m e  a n

unshakeable t rad i t ion .  W h i l e  a l l  t he  jocks t u r n
into couch  potatoes f o r  "Stupor  B o w l "  Sunday,
HTG goes out  an enjoys the relat ively uncrowded
slopes. S i g n  u p  a n d  p a y  a  $10 deposit  a t  t h e
November meeting.

FEBRUARY SKI ING
We d i d n ' t  g e t  a  l o t  o f  response t o  o u r

advisory signup concerning how to  plan a ski  t r i p
in February.  A t  the November meeting be ready
to s a y  w h e t h e r  y o u  p r e f e r  t h e  t h r e e - d a y
Presidents' weekend (2/13-16), the fo l lowing two-
day w e e k e n d  (2 /20 -22 ) ,  b o t h  weekends,  a n d
possibly the f o u r  days in  between.

YOSEMITE S K I I N G  M A R  13 -  15

Minutes  From  October  HTG Meeting

One hundred  a n d  f i f t y  peop le  attended the
Monthly Meet ing o f  H i g h  Tech  Gays on October
12, 1986. P a u l  and Wiggsy reported on the status
of PA B A C  and the  N O  on  64 campaign. D e t a i l s
on the last minute fundraisers were also given.

Don r e p o r t e d  o n  A c t i v i t i e s  C o m m i t t e e
functions upcoming.

A mo t ion  was made and passed unanimously
that H T G  donate a $500 fund  to be used as a 50%
matching donat ion f o r  the N O  on 64 fundraisers
that rema in  be fo re  t h e  election. ( Yo u  g ive  $20,
HTG gives $10).

A f te r  some general announcements our  guest
speaker, Stan Horton,  Assistant Chie f  o f  Police o f
San Jose, was introduced and addressed the crowd
as w e l l  a s  answered questions afterwards. S e e
October Guest Speaker, Stan Horton f o r  details.
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PABAC,  NO on  64 Update

By Paul Wysocki

By the t ime this Newsletter reaches you, there
wil l  be l i t t l e  t ime  l e f t  before t h e  election. T h e
reterick has died down, the appeals f o r  money are
almost over. W h a t  has seemed l i ke  a never ending
campaign i s  near ly  over.  M a n y  people have put
in many hours to make this campaign a successful
one, however,  i t  c a n  a l l  b e  u n d o n e  b y  y o u r
failure to vote. Remember  the slogan o f  the early
70's, "Save water  -  shower w i t h  a  f r iend"? We l l ,
perhaps o u r  quota t ion  shou ld  b e ,  "Save l ives -
vote w i th  a  f r iend."  M a k e  a commitment to vote,
and see to  i t  1 o ther  person votes as wel l .  A  lot
of people a re  count ing on  Y O U  -  don ' t  le t  them
down!

Don't  Be A  Drop  Out  -  Join  HTG!

This is probably the last  newsletter f o r  those
of you  w h o  me t  us  f i r s t  a t  t h e  SJ R a l l y  o r  SF
Parade this summer and signed up  f o r  the mail ing
list. I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  sen t  i n  y o u r  membership
form a n d  d u e s  y o u  w i l l  b e  d r o p p e d .  ( T h e
computer controls a l l  t h i s ,  so  d o n ' t  complain t o
me!) We  real ly  don ' t  wan t  t o  lose you,  so please
join!!

What  Happens  After  Prop  64?

By Rick Rudy

The g a y  a n d  lesb ian  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  been
hard a t  w o r k  a l l  summer and f a l l  t o  defeat  the
dangerous Prop 64,  the  LaRouche In i t ia t ive .  Bu t
come November 4 ,  t h e  w o r k  w i l l  b e  done, one
way or the other. What happens next? T h e  energy
and camaraderie must not  be al lowed to sl ip away
in ei ther a  w i l d  celebration o r  a  depressed funk .
There a r e  t o o  m a n y  goals  t h e  g a y  commun i t y
needs to work towards. H T G ' s  P A B A C  i s
determined t o  be  a  f o rce  i n  t h e  communi ty  and
wi l l  continue to  need you r  act ive attendance and
support. W i t h i n  o u r  S o u t h  B a y  t h e r e  a r e
political battles f o r  representation on commissions
and boards; equal r ights;  A I D S  support. We need
more openly gays and lesbians in  elective offices.

On a  na t iona l  leve l ,  t h e  Na t i ona l  G a y  a n d
Lesbian T a s k  F o r c e  i s  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o
implement i ts  Pr ivacy Project to  get repeal o f  a l l
sodomy laws, state b y  state. The  recent Supreme
Court r u l i n g  t h a t  s o d o m y  l a w s  a r e
unconstitutional f o r  s t ra igh ts  ( a f t e r  r u l i n g  i n
June that  they are no t  unconst i tut ional  f o r  gays)
wil l  m a k e  t h i s  a n  in teres t ing  b a t t l e  t o  f o l l o w.
NGLTF w i l l  need your  cont inuing help.

But most o f  a l l  i t  is  v i t a l  tha t  we  not  retreat
into any k i n d  o f  closet, whatever the  Outcome o f
Prop 64 .  I f  Germany  i n  t h e  1930's t a u g h t  a n y
lesson, i t  i s  that  when any m i n o r i t y  f a i l s  to  f i g h t
for i ts  r ights,  i t  leaves i t se l f  open t o  be d i v i ded
and conquered. T h a t  mus t  neve r  happen t o  o u r
community. S o  be g a y  a n d  p roud ,  a n d  w e  w i l l
prevail.
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As t h e  n e w  cha i rperson  o f  t h e  Women's
Caucus o f  H igh  Tech Gays, my f i r s t  assignment is
to w r i t e  t h i s  ar t ic le .  R i g h t  u p  f ron t ,  I  need t o
admit t o  y o u  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  enthra l led w i t h  t h e
idea o f  t h e r e  b e i n g  a  Women's Caucus -  s ince
there isn ' t  a  Men's Caucus -  bu t  un t i l  we have as
many female  H T G  members as there are male, I
guess an enthusiast ic m ino r i t y  caucus is a step on
the road to  gett ing us there!

Donna ( m y  s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r )  a n d  I  f i r s t
attended an  H T G  meet ing about  a  year ago. W e
came occas iona l ly  a f t e r  t h a t ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s
group had  t h e  potent ia l  f o r  being a  comfortable
and reward ing  p lace f o r  us  t o  be, b u t  we  d idn ' t
really g e t  i n v o l v e d  u n t i l  w e  signed u p  f o r  t he
Fourth o f  J u l y  c a m p i n g  t r i p  a t  M t .  Lassen
National Park.  W e  had a  wonder fu l  t ime -  f rom
the homemade pasta and f r i e d  wontons a t  d inner
to the grue l ing march (much o f  i t  i n  the snow) to
the t o p  o f  Lassen Peak -  and  were subsequently
persuaded b y  o u r  n e w  f r i e n d s  t o  j o i n  t h e
Act iv i t ies Commit tee.  A  n u m b e r  o f  committee
meetings and a f e w  act iv i t ies later

I am  v e r y  exci ted about  the  possibil i t ies f o r
increasing t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a n d  t h u s  t h e
importance o f  women i n  HTG.  I  see this group as
a un ique  oppor tun i t y  f o r  u s  t o  spend t i m e  and
share ideas, concerns, etc., w i t h  a  t e r r i f i c  g roup
of gay men w h o  are eager t o  include us i n  every
part o f  the organization. T h e r e  are many groups
in th is  area where lesbians can meet and socialize
with other lesbians; H T G  is  a place where we can
meet and socialize w i th  gay men as well.

Women's Caucus Attendance
At High Tech Gays Monthly Meetings
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August S e p t e m b e r  O c t o b e r

Women's  Caucus  News

By lynn Yeager

San Jose, Cal i forn ia

It might  be nice i f  the Women's Caucus were
a b i t  more  structured. W h e n  w e  meet  a t  6:00
before t h e  m o n t h l y  meetings, I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
spend some t ime discussing such topics as:
1. What activit ies are coming up and how we can

participate.
2. What ac t iv i t ies  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  see i n  t h e

future -  so I  can share them wi th  the Act iv i t ies
Committee.

3. Who we are and how we can get to  know each
other better.

4. H o w  we can get to know the men better.
5. H o w  we  can get  the  word  o u t  t ha t  you don ' t

have t o  b e  H i g h  Te c h  t o  belong t o  H T G  ( a
common misconception among lesbians).

To give you a  head star t  on gett ing to  know
me. I  g rew u p  i n  Mississippi and  went  t o  Rice
University i n  Houston,  Texas. I  cur ren t ly  l i ve
and work  i n  Palo A l to ,  where Donna and I  share
a h o u s e  i n  S o u t h  P a l o  A l t o  w i t h  v a r i o u s
combinations o f  m y  three college-aged k ids  and
their f r iends.  A f t e r  m a n y  years as the  Fitness
Director o f  the Palo A l t o  Area YMCA,  I  am now
the V i c e  Pres ident /Admin is t ra tor  o f  a  s m a l l
company where I  spend much o f  my day glued to
my t r u s t y  Macintosh.  I  a m  t h e  Membership
Chairperson a n d  Rap-Top ic  Coordinator f o r  the
Palo A l t o  N O W  L e s b i a n  R i g h t s  T a s k
Force/Women's Collective o f  GLAS a t  Stanford -
which, coincidental ly,  meets every Sunday n ight
(a reason w e  sometimes d o n ' t  come t o  HTG) .
Making i t  to  HTG meetings should get easier in a
few months, however,  s ince Donna  a n d  I  have
just had  o u r  o f f e r  accepted o n  a  house i n  the
Willow Glen area o f  San Jose.

I am looking forward to  seeing lots o f  you at
the November meeting.

--lynn

Thank  you,  Diane!

Diane L inv i l l e  has had t o  give up  her duties
as A c t i n g  Chai rperson o f  t h e  H T G  Women's
Caucus. T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  i n  keeping
women in terested i n  H i g h  Te c h  Gays .  Y o u
helped us out when we real ly needed i t !

lynn Yeager i s  now the  Chairperson f o r  the
Women's Caucus .  E l i z a b e t h  S a r i a  i s  s t i l l
interested i n  t h e  g r o u p  a n d  w i l l  b e g i n  t o
participate again soon a f te r  a l l  o f  the hard work
for the N O  on  64  campaign i s  over.  E l i zabe th ,
lynn a n d  t h e  H T G  O f f i c e r s  a l l  agreed t h a t  i t
would b e  a  good i d e a  t o  ro ta te  t h e  Committee
Chair position occasionally t o  accommodate those
who a r e  in terested i n  h e l p i n g  o u t  w i t h  t h e
Women's Caucus.
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HIGH-TECH PROGRESS AND HOMETOWN COMFORTS:
A GAY COMMUNITY COMES OF AGE IN SAN JOSE

PHOTOS BY GERARD KOSKOVICH

think San Jose is a happening place," says lesbian organizer Karen Hester.

"Things are really changing so rapidly. I mean, you can even get a cappuc-

cino now in downtown"

"We're trying to get an identity here: adds gay businessman Mike Allen. "We've

always tagged ourselves onto the back of San Francisco, but that doesn't make

sense anymore'

Located at the southern end of San Francisco Bay in Santa Clara County, San Jose

has benefited enormously from its position as gateway to California's famed Silicon

Valley. The high-tech boom of the past 25 years has transformed what was once a

sleepy agricultural town into the seventeenth largest city in the nation.

Yet for all its growth and prosperity, many Californians still regard San Jose as

San Jose, Cal i forn ia

Claire Mix (center)  and her band Fast Trax
enlivened  San Jose's  annual  gay pride
celebration  this  past June.

something of an oversized backwater a
kind of New Jersey of the West Coast
The city has suffered particularly when
contrasted with San Francisco, its
cosmopolitan rival 45 miles to the north.

But San Jose lesbian and gay activists
don't seem to mind the comparison. The
gay community of Santa Clara County is
coming of age with the progress of high
tech, they say, while preserving the com-
forts of hometown living. And that's one
claim San Francisco is hardly f i t  to
challenge.

"San Jose is recognized nationally as
a business environment the center of the
high tech industry" says Rick Rudy, an
MIT graduate who has made the city his
home for 12 years. "All the same, this is a
residential community. It's not a big city
environment with big city, gay ghetto
concerns"

As president of High Tech Gays (HIC),
the nation's leading organization for les-
bian and gay technology professionals,
Rudy has become a familiar spokesper-
son for the gay Silicon Valley community.

Founded three and a half years ago
with a group of 12, HTG now boasts 400
dues-paying members and a mailing list
of close to 1,000. Nearly 150 people regu-
larly attend the group's monthly potluck
in nearby Campbell Ñ a fact that has not
escaped the notice of local politicians.

'We've had the vice-mayor of San Jose
and other elected officials visit recently;
they don't get to addres5 any group of this
size very often:' Rudy said. "I think the
community has been making itself a lot
more visible in the past couple of years.-

According to Rudy, the majority of
HTG members join the organization "to
network, find out what businesses are
doing in the area and which businesses
are comfortable places to work!' But HTG
has launched a Political and Business
Action Committee as well to  lobby
Silicon Valley industries fo r  non-
discrimination policies.

HTG has also actively supported an
ongoing lawsuit charging the federal
government with antigay discrimination
in issuing security clearances. 'We don't
know how many CIA and FBI agents are
coming to our potlucks,- Rudy joked, "but
they're probably the ones bringing the
Kentucky Fried Chicken'

Rudy's election last year to the board
of the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force has brought further notice to San
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Jose and HTG " I  think people here
perceive that they have an additional
voice on the national scene," Rudy said
'We're dearly a separate entity now Ñ
not just people somew here south of San
Francisco"

T h e  gay community of Santa ClaraCounty counts itself decidedly lucky
to fall behind San Francisco in one area
AIDS statistics A s  of  September the
county had reported 159 cases in a popu-
lation of nearly 1.5 million, San Fran-
cisco, by  comparison, had registered
2,348 in a population of 700,000

"I think the reputation of the San Jose
community has been bolstered Ñ in an
unfortunate way, certainly Ñ by the AIDS
scare," notes Rudy "People who used to
say, 'I'm from near San Francisco: now
very happily say, 'I'm from San Jose or Los
Gatos or Cupertino'"

Local organizers and health profes-
sionals don't expect the impression that
San Jose is untouched by AIDS to con-
tinue A  sharp rise in cases has already
appeared as the impact of the disease
spreads into suburban areas. This fact
first hit home in July, when the San Fran-
cisco Chronic le reported a  411%
increase in Santa Clara County AIDS
cases since Aprill985

'We still don't know to what extent
we'll mirror the incidence of AIDS in San
Francisco, but  we're up to 20 cases a
month:' said Bob Sorenson, executive
director of the ARIS Project, an AIDS
support group serving Santa Clara
County

Despite the growing numbers, public
response to AIDS in the San Jose area has
been remarkably reasonable, according
to Mill icent Kellogg, education coor-
dinator fo r  the Santa Clara County
Health Department AIDS Project

"I haven't seen any waves of hysteria.
Perhaps one reason is we haven't had any
children with AIDS, so there hasn't been
anything to mobilize around:' she said

Sorenson largely concurred. "Some
people here with religious values have
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High Tech Gays: a growing political
presence in California's Silicon Valley.

used AIDS as an excuse for condemna-
tion, but it doesn't seem too bad recent-
ly The people I connect with Ñ basically
in the heterosexual business commu-
nity Ñ have given ARIS a very positive
response"

Founded in 1985 and modeled on San
Francisco's Shanti Project, ARIS has
trained some 90 emotional support
volunteers; i t  presently serves 45
clients Ñ people with AIDS or ARC and
their loved ones.

"Practical support services Ñ helping
people with housework and so on Ñ
aren't as well developed, and we don't
have a residence program in the county
yet:' Sorenson said. "As we're presented
with more cases, we'll need to work on
building those services

Kellogg estimates that the County
AIDS Project has given educational
presentations to more than 40,000 indi-
viduals "We've covered a really startling
range of groups, from IBM and Hewlitt-
Packard to Meals On Wheels and college
students:' she said

But AIDS education specifically for
gay men has been more difficult to ac-
complish "The gay community in San
Jose is considerably more diffuse than in
San Francisco, there's no one place to
reach it:' Kellogg explained "We have a
lot more to do in that area, but at least we
have a running start"

Wayne Herriford (left), chair of the Public
Relations Committee, Bill) DeFrank Lesbian
and Gay Community Center. Karen Hester
(right) at the nes% Sisterspirit Bookstore.

S a n  Jose gay politics essentiallydied with the defeat of Measures A
and B," said Ken Yeager, recalling the bit-
ter election of 1979, when fundamen-
talists successfully repealed separate gay
rights laws in San Jose and Santa Clara
County; "BAYMEC was the first resurrec-
tion," he added

A 1976 political science graduate from
San Jose State University, Yeager founded
the Bay Area Municipal Elections Com-
mittee (BAYMEC) in 1984 The group acts
as a political action committee and as an
activist organization to further gaN rights

"We had debated amongst ourselves
which tack to take and had talked to peo-
ple in Los Angeles and San Francisco who
said, 'You've got to be either a political
action committee or a political club, not
both: " Yeager said "But because of the
void in San Jose, by default we had to
be both"

BAYMEC's record justifies i ts dual
function To  date, i t  has raised over
522,000 in local campaign contributions.
At the same time it has successfully lob-
bied the Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors to approve an AIDS Task
Force and funding for AR IS and has con-
vinced San Jose to institute training on
gay male and lesbian concerns for the
city police department.

Yeager currently acts as Santa Clara
and San Mateo County coordinator for
the statewide campaign against Proposi-
tion 64, the LaRouche-sponsored AIDS
quarantine initiative that will appear on
the California ballot in November Strat-
egists on both sides are calling the area
a crucial target for the anti-LaRouche ef-
fort, and BAY MEC is preparing to meet
the challenge.

San Jose, Cal i fo rn ia

O n e  measure of the progress thathas been made in gay San Jose is
the expansion of the Billy DeFrank Les-
bian and Gay Community Center After
five years in inadequate facilities, the
center has moved to a spacious former
dance studio in  the "gay zip code"
(95126)Ñ  an area with the city's greatest
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concentration o f  gay businesses. The
result center activities are booming.

According to Executive Director David
Treadwell, organizers founded t h e
DeFrank center named in memory of a
popular b lack drag entertainer Ñ in
response to the defeat of the San Jose
and Santa Clara County gay rights
referenda.

"The opposition had the feeling that
they were going to drive us back into the
closet Ñ but the opposite really hap-
pened: Treadwel I recalled. "A lot of peo-
ple had come out to work on the cam-
paign and they still wanted to contribute
positive things to the community. After
three months of floundering, we decided
to open a community center"

The DeFrank center currently spon-
sors an information and referral hot line
that takes calls three hours a day. Support
groups for gay men, older lesbians, young
gay men and lesbians, and people inter-
ested in S/M meet regularly, The board of
directors publishes a  newsletter and
holds a  community meeting once a
month.

"We like to think that the community
center is a place where anybody can feel
free to come down and join in:  com-
mented Wayne Herriford, the public rela-
tions committee chair. "We don't have a
particular political bent. If a group is out
there and needs a facility, that's what the
center is for"

Board member Paula Martinez, a 20-
year-old San Jose native, stressed the
DeFrank center's commitment to serving

, populations that often go unnoticed in
Silicon Valley Ñ the young, women, peo-
ple of color.

'We have women calling all the time.
They want to know a way to interact
without going to the bars:' Martinez said.
"Some people do feel a little uncomfort-
able because the majority of women at
the center are white, so we're hoping to
start a women of color group"

The recent opening o f  Sisterspirit
Woman's Bookstore a t  the DeFrank
center should help meet these needs. Ac-
cording t o  collective member Karen
.Hester, Santa Clara County has "a large
feminist community, but it's very scat-
tered. One of our goals is to try to bring
more unity to the women's community"

With an annual budget approaching
$30,000, the DeFrank center cannot yet
serve the gay community as well as its
organizers would like Ñ but their deter-
mination to grow is evident. 'We have a
long way to go: Martinez summed up,
"but at least San Jose is beginning to
notice us"

W h e n  i t  comes to night life, SanJose makes up in variety what it
lacks in quantity Our  Paper, the "gay

(CONTINUED ON PACE 119)

GAY COMMUNITY COME S
OF AGE IN SAN JOSE
(CONTINUED FROM PAC! 30)

family newspaper of the Santa Clara
Valley' lists 13 bars in the San Jose area

Several unpretentious bars cluster
along four blocks of Stockton Street
Known to  gay locals as "The Strip,"
straight folk usually call this"the edge of
town"Ñ  a picturesque mix o f  sagging
warehouses, weather-beaten Victorian
cottages and homosexuals i n  jeans,
leather and an occasional Stetson

Bartender Tracy Johnson, a  lean,
square-shouldered lesbian who has lived
in the area for six years, works at Buck's
on Stockton "Down here on the strip" she
remarked, "the scene is real mellow The
bars are all like family w e  work real
well together, kind of take care of each
other"

The liveliest dance clubs in town are
about a  quarter-mile f rom Stockton
Street, within walking distance of the
DeFrank center Kevan's is a classic '60s
coffee shop and lounge gone gay, with
red and gray high-tech decor and a
friendly, ethnically mixed crowd

There I met Russell McIntosh, presi-
dent of the local gay bowling league,
near the tufa f i re  p i t  a  vestige o f
Kevan's former incarnation. "San Jose is
great It's really like a hometown: he told
us. "In San Francisco, it's kind of all sex-
ual, here, you can actually talk to people"

Visions, a newcomer on the scene, is
trendier and more up-scale than Kevan's.
Highlights a strong top-40 play list a bar-
back who looks like a Donelan character
come to life and progressive manage-
ment committed to  supporting local
community organizers

One feature clearly distinguishes the
San Jose bars from their estimated 200
counterparts in San Francisco the consis-
tent welcome they extend to both sexes.
As Wayne Herriford of the center put it,
"The discos have almost always been
mixed There are two women's bars, and
the places on Stockton are mainly foi
men, but none of them has ever said 'you
can't come in:  or  made people feel
unwelcome.

"Our community is spread all over a
very large county, and the connections
may no t  always be  highly visible,"
Herriford noted. "But if we're doing the
right kinds of networking that shouldn't
matter"

Clearly, the right kind of networking is
well under way in Santa Clara County,
and the result is hometown friendliness,
high-tech progress and a promising future
for a unique community of gay men and
lesbians "somewhere south of San Fran-
cisco"'
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THE FIRST STEP

IN QUALIFYING  FOR

HOME OWNERSHIP IS

AN...

Ap ¥ point  s ment (e- point' ment)

n N a t i o n a l

First

Mortgage

San Jose, Cal i fornia

1. An arrangement to do something or meet
someone at a particular time and place; in this
case to be pre-qualified for a mortgage loan

Call Ñ  Steve or Tom

(408) 559-0600
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*** Remember  to  VOTE on November  4th!  * * *

East B a y  8 . 11 4

North B a y  . 4 x

San M a t e o  C o  8 . 1 x

Santa C r u z  Co .  1 . 9 x

November, 1986

HTG R o s t e r  B y  Region
8 9 8  N a m e s  a s  o f  A u g u s t  11 ,  1 9 8 6 .

Santa C l a r a  C o u n t y

Santa C l a r a  C o u n t y

East B a y  7 . 8 x
North B a y  O x

San M a t e o  C o  6 . 9 %
Santa Cruz Co. 2%

San Franc isco

x Dist r ibut ion

F o r e i g n  . 3 , r

Other S ta tes  e x

Other Cal i fornia C o s  3 . 8 x

HTG P a i d  Members  b y  Region
4 8 2  a s  o f  A u g u s t  1 1 ,  1 9 8 6

Foreign . 2 x

Other S t a t e s  8.4%

Other Ca l i fo rn ia  C o ' s .  2 . 8 x

San F r a n c i s c o  1 3 . 3 x

Milpitas . 9 x

Mountain V iew  5.8%

Milpitas . 7 x

Mountain V i e w  5 . 8 x

Los Ga tos  3.4%
South Coun ty  .3%

Santa C la ra  7.9%

Saratoga l x

Palo

HTG Roster  in  Santa  Clara  Co.
459  N a m e s  a s  o f  A u g u s t  1 1 ,  1 9 8 6 .

Los G a t o s  3 . 8 x
South Coun ty  2 z

Santa C la ra  7 . 4 x

Saratoga 1.3%
Palo A l t o  1 5  2x

San J o s e

x Distr ibut ion

HTG P a i d  Members  i n  S a n t a  C l a r a  C o .
291 a s  o f  A u g u s t  1 1 ,  1 9 8 6

San J o s e

algootw." ''' -

Alton

x Distr ibut ion

Campbell 3 . 8 x

Los A l t o s  1 . 1 x

Cupertino 3 . 6 x

Sunnyvale 1 0 . 3 x

Los A l t o s  1.4%

Cupertino 4  5 "

Sunnyvale

Gay Bulletin Boards?
--Rick Rudy
Several members have asked f o r  i n fo rma t i on

on gay computer bul let in  boards. H T G  wou ld  l i k e
to publish a  l i s t  o f  them (nat ionwide,  i f  possible)
so please, i f  you k n o w  o f  any,  d rop  H T G  a  note
(to ou r  P.O. Box)  g i v ing  t h e  phone number,  a n y
protocol in format ion  requi red (e.g., h o w  baudy  i t
is, what  i t s  b i r thday  p a r i t y  is ,  etc.), subscr ipt ion
costs, and  a  descr ipt ion o f  j u s t  w h a t  serv ice  i s
provided. H T G  w i l l  d o  t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  a n d
spread the word (or byte)!
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Room For  Rent

H T G  m e m b e r  h a s  h o u s e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h
responsible non-smoker. L o c a t e d  i n  San Jose near
The P runeya rd ;  s m a r t  ga rden  se t t i ng  o n  q u i e t
street; $400/mo p lus  1 / 2  u t i l i t i es  gets you  room,
run o f  house, washer /dryer,  k i t chen  and  pr ivate
bath. F o r  more  in fo rmat ion ,  leave a  message a t
(415) 325-9735.

Employment  Offered

Edi tor ia l /Wr i ters position open

Bright, Ambi t ious,  and w i l l i n g  to  work  Hard?
We have a  spot  f o r  you  on  the  s t a f f  o f  a leading
business pub l i ca t ion  i n  i t s  San Francisco off ice .
M in imum 2  years  heavy  w r i t i n g  experience i s  a
must. L e t  us hear  f r o m  you  i f  you are qual i f ied.
Please send u s  a  l e t t e r  l e t t i ng  us  k n o w  w h y  you
would b e  g o o d  f o r  t h i s  j o b  a l o n g  w i t h  y o u r
resume a n d  c l i p s  t o  J o h n  M u r r o ,  H u m a n
Resources D e p a r t m e n t ,  Compute r  a n d  Sof tware
News, 425 Park  Ave., N Y,  N Y 10022.

Advertise  With  HTG

Advert is ing s p a c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o u r
newsletter e a c h  m o n t h  f o r  commerc ia l ,  d isp lay
ads. O u r  Newslet ter  reaches 500 people i n  Santa
Clara County  alone and a  to ta l  o f  900 are mailed
out each mon th .  C a l l  B o b  a t  (408)  292-6475 to
get more in fo rmat ion .

II
PETE11,816TiArCs

11JOEL BERMAN
SALES ASSOCIATE

370 Bridge Park-way
Redwood Shores

Redwood City, CA 94065
(415) 591-8982

COUNSELING  AND PSYCHOTHERAPY

David  P. Steward,  MSW, LCSW
Gay Support ive Psychotherapy

10 years experience

(415) 962-8884 I n d i v i d u a l ,  Couples,  and  Groups
LV 8493 I n s u r a n c e  Accepted

November, 1986

P S T C H O T H E m A p t e o r

S T A T E  L I C E N S E D  N A R R I A S E

A N D  F A M I L Y  T H E R A P I S T  N O .  7 7 1 2

INSURANCE  A C C E P T E D

San Jose, Cal i fornia

Sharing  God's  Lose  With  Al l  Poop! '

Sundays  a t  6 : 3 0  pm

Grac¥ Baptist  Church  Building

Corner  10th  a  San  Norriando  Streets

Metropolitan Community Church
San Jose
P.O.Box 2288
Son Jose CA 95109-2288 ( 4 0 8 )  279-2711

O F F I C E  2 8 7 - 5 1 8 0

MARTA HIATT,
Psychological  Integration  Institute
The Alameda  a t  H 'way  17 s A N  JOSE. CA 05126

A M E R I C A N  G U I L D  R E G I S T E R E D  N Y P N O T H E R A P I S T

(408) 370-2434

CREDIT IMPROVEMENT SERVICE
Establish Ness Credit ¥ Increase Credit Line

Obtain Credit Cards ¥ Remove Negative Information
Real Estate Qualifying ¥ New Business Analysis

14125 Capri Drive. Suite 3  O D E T T E  KUMMER
Los Gatos,  CA 95030 C o u n s e l o r

Holy  Trinity  Community  Church
of  the Bay Area,  Inc.

(A Christian  Charth  or  All  People)

Rev. F. Randllt  d y )  Hill,  Pastor

Sunday  Morning  Service  - 10:00 a.m.
Billy  DeFrank  Center
1040 Park Avenue
San Jose, CA 95126

1449 Hester  Avenue
San Jose, CA 95126 - 2513

(408)292-3071
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By Denny Carrol l

Stan H o r t o n ,  Ass is tant  C h i e f  o f  Pol ice o f n
San Jose a n d  Cand ida te  f o r  S h e r i f f  o f  Santa
Clara Coun ty  was o u r  guest speaker i n  October.
The fo l low ing  is  a summary o f  h is  comments and
answers to questions.

Horton aknowledged tha t  he was surprised a t
the large crowd i n  attendance and went  on to  say
that h e  h a d  several  impor tan t  top ics t o  discuss
with us.

He s a i d  t h a t  h e  apologizes f o r  t h e  p u b l i c
statement h e  m a d e  b e f o r e  t h e  S a n  Jose  C i t y
Council a b o u t  a  y e a r  ago. I n  t h a t  episode, a
young m a n  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  a  S a n  Jose Po l i ce
Off icer  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  du t y.  H o r t o n  had  stated
that t h i s  man's l i f e  s ty le  h a d  contr ibuted t o  h is
death. H i s  comment o f fended  some people and
for t h a t  h e  apologized.  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t
episode, he th inks  he has been work ing  closer to
the gay  commun i ty.  F o r  instance, he  has been
involved w i t h  t h e  requi red pol ice t ra in ing  given
by Wiggsy Sievertsen to  a l l  o f  the San Jose Police
on gay l i f e  styles. T h e  cri t iques f rom the classes
as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  Wiggsy's sk i l l s  have  improved
over t h e  mon ths .  " W e  h a v e  m a d e  a  l o t  o f
progress."

Horton is  runn ing  f o r  she r i f f  o f  Santa Clara
County because he feels tha t  he can r u n  the job

November, 1986
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in a  more professional manner prov id ing  a  more
eff ic ient budget, etc, than his opponent.

Questions f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  ranged f rom,  wha t
does t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  d o ,  t o  w h a t  i s  y o u r
thoughts t o w a r d  "en t rapmen t "  b y  t h e  p o l i c e
department. T h e  question on entrapment referred
to t h e  po l i ce  decoys t h a t  w e r e  used  i n  a d u l t
bookstores downtown. H o r t o n  stated tha t  i f  the
incidents were entrapment t he  cases wou ld  have
been t h r o w n  o u t  o f  cour t .  B u t  h e  d i d  support
decoy's. " I t  became a  b i g  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e
downtown area a n d  that 's  w h y  w e  started i t .  I
mean people who  are straight  would  wa l k  i n  not
knowing wha t  was going o n  and  the  nex t  th ing
you knew h e  was attacked b y  some guy  and w e
just d o n ' t  w a n t  t h e  s t r a i g h t  c i t i zens  t o  b e
handled, uh ,  attacked l i k e  th i s  so w e  sent some
cops in that  looked l i ke  straights. Sometimes they
were a t t a c k e d  a n d  somet imes t h e y  we ren ' t . "
Horton explained that  what  he meant by attacked
was being groped. A  woman H T G  member stated
that she doubts tha t  anyone was attacked i n  the
book stores.

Horton answered m a n y  d i f f i c u l t  ques t ions
and w a s  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  b y  eve ryone  a t  t h e
meeting.
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