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Superior Court Judge Donna Hitchens
by Don Nelson
The gay and lesbian community has
someone else to be proud of in Donna
Hitchens who was recently sworn in as
Superior Court judge in San Francisco.
Donna, who was the guest speaker at
last months meeting, discussed her campaign, the lack of and need for diversity
on the judiciary and her experience as
a parent of two children.
Donna began her presentation by
mentioning an article in a recent
newsletter published by the California
Bar Association stating that "the independence and integrity of the judiciary
is in great jeopardy." She said the article outlined four reasons, one of them
was her successful election to the
bench. Attacking her, not because she
was a lesbian, she said, but because she

beat an incumbent, the first time that
has happened in 17 years in San Francisco. The article cited this as motive
for policizing the bench to which
Donna pointed out George
Deukmejians' appointment record as
governor.
She found it interesting that of the
11 judicial appointments he made in
San Francisco, none were to persons of
color or a gay or lesbian and only one
was a women. "He had 8 years to do
something about diversity on the bench
and, of course failed to do it. And I
was accused of politicizing the bench
because I said this was unacceptable."
Like the executive and legislative
branches of government, she says the
judiciary "needs to, in some way, reflect
the communities it serves and the

values of those communities." Donna
went on to say that without diversity on
the bench, there are few ways for
judges to be educated on such matters.
She pointed out that few judges have
the opportunity to be involved in litigation that is about discrimination, something Donna and her partner experienced when they tried to co-adopt
a child.
Of her campaign, Donna said she
was told that there was no possibility
that she would win given that she was
running against an incumbent, that
there had never been an openly lesbian
elected to public office (she ran in
June of 1990) anywhere in the country
and that people weren't used to voting
for a judge. She attributes her success
See H i t c h e n s , p a g e 6

HTG Spring Bike Ride
by Dave Conger
The HTG Spring bike ride and picnic will take place on Saturday April
20th in Coyote Hills Regional Park in
Fremont. Coyote Hills Park is a
wildlife sanctuary which includes
sweeping views of the bay from San
Jose to San Francisco, has 2000 yearold Indian shell mounds and miles and
miles of paved trails ideal for hiking or
riding. Lots of birds abound, and even
casual bike riders will find the paved
trails easy.
We'll set up the barbeque and utensils in the Dairy Glen area. Plan on
bringing something to throw on the
coals, which should be ready around
12:30. There is no water at Dairy Glen
(although there is water as Cochenyo
Trailhead and the Naturalist Center at
Hoot Hollow), and no food available
anywhere in the park, so be sure to
bring everything you want for lunch.
Dave Conger will lead a ride
around the shoreline and back to the
Naturalist Center after lunch, so be
sure to bring your bikes! This is a lovely and little-known park and should be
a new experience for us all.
To get to Coyote Hills Regional
Park, take 84 (Dumbarton Bridge) to

Fremont and exit on Paseo Padre
Boulevard headed north. Go left on
Patterson Ranch Road (yes; it's the
rough road that seems to go nowhere)
into the Park and look for the Quarry
Parking Lot (first left in park).
Entrance to the park will cost $2.50.

Hike down the Quarry Trail about 1/2
mile to the Dairy Glen area.
You can also get there from Ardenwood Boulevard. Turn onto Commerce, which turns into Patterson
Ranch and just follow it into the park.
SEE YOU THERE!

HTG BBS Gets Area Code 408 Number
By Allan Hurst
HTG/Outreach BBS now has an
area code (408) "local access" phone
number! A t the February meeting,
HTG's membership voted for HTG to
provide financing for a San Jose BBS
phone number for a three-month trial
period.
The BBS's San Jose phone number
is (408)289-1921 Calls are accepted at
2400, 1200, and 300 bps.
The San Jose phone number makes
use of a private BBS telephone network called "BayNet," which connects
BBSes in San Francisco, San Jose, San
Mateo, and Hayward.
To call HTG/Outreach BBS from
the (408) area code: follow these steps:
1. Have your computer or terminal
dial (408)289-1921

2. At the BayNet "LOGIN:'
prompt, type "HTG" and press your
[RETURN] key (may be marked as
[ENTER] on some keyboards).
3. If a line is available, BayNet will
connect you to HTG/Outreach BBS.
4. Proceed with your BBS login as
you normally would.
HTG/Outreach's San Jose phone
number carries a fixed fee of
S30/month. A t the end of the threemonth trial period (mid-May), usage
of the (408) line will be evaluated, and
continuance of the service will be
voted upon again by the HTG membership.
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Sign Up For HTG Activities
When signing up for an activity, please do NOT send the
payment to the HTG PO box. Mail it directly to the person
running the activity, or if their address is unknown, send it
to:
HTG Activities c/o Steve Weirauch
3294 Mt. Logan Dr. San Jose, CA 95127
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Editors note: The following are letters received in
January from other Gay and Lesbian High Tech organizations regarding the passing of Rick Rudy.
To the membership of High Tech Gays,
On behalf of the board of Directors of NOGLSTP, I
would like to extend to all of you our sincerest condolences on the passing of Rick Rudy.
Even though Rick and some of our officers differed on
matters of organization, we all had the utmost respect for
Rick as a leader, scientist, professional, and activist.
It is with the loss of leaders such as Rick that we must
remind ourselves how precious our time and energy are on
this planet. Our organizations have much common ground
and many things to learn from each other. The heart of
the matter is what counts and how we politic around it less
important. We hope that we can share with each other as
we reach for our common goals. We support your efforts
and we send our deepest sympathy in your loss. I t is our
loss too.
Sincerely,
Rochelle Diamond, NOGLSTP chair
PS. Enclosed you will find a personal check ($75) to enhance your Richard P. Rudy Gay and Lesbian Community
Service Award Fund.
Dear HTG,
The Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Scientists regrets to
hear of the passing of Rick Rudy. A s an organization of
similar nature to yours we realize how much that must
hurt. We have in our LAGLS family, members who
belonged to HTG, just as you have members who once
belonged to LAGLS.
It is with this in mind that we would like you to accept
this check for $100.00 in the name of Rick Rudy to help
fund your annual Richard P. Rudy Gay and Lesbian Community Service Award (as mentioned in your December
Newsletter).
Rick was a true leader, both as your president and as a
NGLTF board member. We honor his efforts as a gay
scientist and citizen. We hope this will encourage others
to follow in his footsteps. May this token of our appreciation for Rick help others to take up his noble causes.
Sincerely, Rochelle Diamond and Will Jenkins, Chairs

HTG Activity Refund/Cancellation Policy
All HTG activities are self-supporting with no funds
budgeted from the treasury. Many of the costs involved in
organizing an activity are non-refundable to HTG, therefore,
unless specified otherwise, refunds cannot be given for cancellations. The only exception is if someone is found to fill
the vacant slot.
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HTG Activities Calendar
PABAC Committee
Wednesday, February 20

The committee meets at Dave's
in Mountain View at 7:30 p.m.
We're going to be working on letters to state legislators in support of
AB 101. I f you'd like to join us,
leave a message on Voicemail and
someone will call you with directions.
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Palo Alto Players
Friday, March 1, 1991

If you ordered tickets, meet
Gene outside the Lucy Stern
Theater in Palo Alto at 7:40 p.m.
Activities Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 5

We're going up to Gene's in Palo
Alto this month. We could use help
in planning and organizing our activities. I f you need directions, leave
a message on Voicemail and someone will call and let you know how
to get there

time melodrama theme. Yo u can
get tickets from any of the seven or
eight HTG members who also sing
with the chorus.
Wizard of Oz
Civic Light Opera 3

Sunday, March 10

Iron Mountain Ski Weekend
March 15 - 17

There may still be time to join in
this trip. The cost is $45.00 per person ($55.00 for non-members), sharing a double bed, with four persons
per room. Call Bill at 415/490-7571
if you are interested. The ski area
has a full cafeteria for all meals.
Silicon Valley Gay Men's Chorus
Saturday, March 16

If you're not off skiing at Iron
Mountain, come see the chorus in a
"fun" concert built around an oldMarch 1991

P

Brunch Cruise

Wednesday, March 20

If you bought season ticket, don't
forget that tonight is the night.
Big Lil's Cabaret
Olde Tyme Melodrama
And Slightly Bawdy Vaudeville
Friday, March 22
Now that you've gotten in the
mood at the chorus concert, join in
a really rambunctious, rootin'tootin' evening of villains, damsels
in distress, hunky-but-dumb heros,
beer, popcorn, vaudeville, and just
general hell-raisin'. The cost will be
$16.50, which includes a private allyou-can-eat pizza supper from
House of Pizza at 6:45 p.m., before
the general madness commences.
Signups will continue to be taken at
March meeting.

HTG Monthly Meeting
The meeting will begin with our
potluck starting at 6:30 pm. at the
Billy DeFrank Community Center
on Stockton Ave. in San Jose. The
business meeting will begin at 8:00
pm. Please bring a food dish to
share if you will attend the potluck.
New members or Interested persons, welcome, you are encouraged
to attend!

we're picnicking. Be there by noon we'll have a charcoal grille going.
After lunch, Dave will lead us on a
bike ride around the nature
preserve. The bike paths are paved
and level.

PABAC Committee
Wednesday, March 27

The meeting moves to Pat's this
month. Details will be available at
the March FITG meeting.
April Fools Stairway Hike
Sunday, March 31

Donna continues two venerable
HTG traditions: the April Fools
Day stairway hike that isn't on April
Fools Day, and the Tacky Tour of -Fisherman's Wharf. She'll have
maps and such at the March meeting.
Bike Ride and Picnic
Saturday, April 20

We'll spend the day picnicking
and bike riding at Coyote Hills
Regional Park, on the bay in
Fremont. Get off highway 84 (Dumbarton Bridge) at Paseo Padre Blvd.
heading north, turn left onto Patterson Ranch Road (definitely not a
major road) into the park and then
watch for HTG signs. We won't
know until that day exactly where
a
g

Sunday, May 19

This is still pretty iffy, but you
might want to keep it in mind while
planning your calendar.
Pacific Overtures
Civic Light Opera 4
Wednesday, May 22

Rancho Cicada Camping
May 24 - 27 (Maybe)
May 31 - June 2 (2nd Choice)

At press time, we're still waiting
to hear from Dave whether the
Memorial Day weekend is available.
If it is, we'll have a three-day
weekend; otherwise, we'll go a week
later for a regular two-day. I f you
don't know about about camping at
Rancho Cicada, just ask anyone
who's gone. We've been going for
about three to four years now, and
we've just about given up on other
camping trips (except for July 4th,
see below).
Mt. Lassen Camping
July 4 - 7

It was the Mt. Lassen trip in 1986
that started HTG's tradition of July
4th camping trips at locations too
far away for a normal 2-3 day
weekend. People still get lost in
memories of Al's several trips to the
bottom of the crater in the Cinder
Cone, Dave's skinny-dip in a freezing mountain stream (that may be
where he learned to do his Tarzan
yell), and the problem of preventing
Marty's curiosity from luring him
into putting his hand into a boiling
thermal spring.
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Lack of Snow Brings Out
Record Number of HTG Skiers
The recent Superbowl Weekend Ski Trip to North Tahoe
showed that a lack of snow does not put a damper on the skiing
enthusiasts in HTG. Thirty people, the largest attendance on
an HTG ski trip in recent years, braved the blue skies, dry
roads, and general spring-like conditions to head to the Sierras
for the weekend.
Although not prime conditions, the ski areas visited by most
of the group had adequate snow coverage on many slopes (with
the help of snow making machines) for a weekend of good
skiing. O u r usual strategy of planning the trip for Superbowl
Weekend, with the added "bonus" of a lack of snow seemed to
work, as crowds and long lift lines were not a problem.
Regardless of the snow, the apre's-ski conditions were in excellent shape. Many of the group gathered at HTG Ski Central
- one of the four rental houses - for wine, cheese, and general
socializing on both Friday and Saturday nights. A few brave
souls even headed into Reno on Saturday night to try their
hands at the gaming tables, but lady luck was her usual self,
and everyone ended up a little poorer by the end of the night.
All in all, it was a great trip. I f you missed it, there's still
time to join us for the Iron Mountain Ski Trip scheduled
March 15th - 17th!
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.More Letters
An enormous THANK YOU to
everyone at HTG for your warm and
enthusiastic response to The Last
Laugh. Your generous and much
needed contribution toward the project
will be acknowledged in the credits
whenever The Last Laugh is shown on
television: to read along the lines of,
"Brought to you in part by the High Tech
Gays, San Jose, California".
Already funds have allowed us to
complete the copyrighting process for
the program, make many needed duplicate tapes, and to make a submission
to BRAVO Television, which brings
me to the latest news. BRAVO's acquisition department in New York
phoned last week regarding airing The
Last Laugh during a special prime-time
series they have every December. The
name of the series is "Unfinished

Stories", and it is a major nationwide
fundraiser for AIDS. They are screening the show now, so I'll keep you
posted.
For those who wanted to purchase
the tape, our distributors are willing to
negotiate the cost according to your
budget. Simply send them a letter stating your affiliation (i.e. are you with an
AIDS Project, Independent, etc.), and
what you can afford. Their address:
Fanlight Productions, 47 Halifax Street,
Boston, MA 02130.
I have given Don Nelson a letter for
the HTG files which states our nonprofit affiliation and the appropriate
IRS# for those who donated, should it
be needed.
Thank you again for your interest
and support!
Linda Speraw

HTG Mailing List Policy
Did you know that this newsletter
goes out to over 650 addresses in all
fifty states and 5 European countries
each and every month? Several
hundred others are picked up at
various bars and gay establishments
around the South Bay.
Well that makes the HTG newsletter a very attractive vehicle for organizations and businesses to get the
word out for their particular event, service, etc. From time to time the executive council is approached by a business to purchase the mailing list so that
they may send the membership advertising material. Please be aware that
under NO circumstances do we consent to these inquiries. They are met
with a polite but firm no. The council
is very sensitive to the memberships
desire to privacy. A n d besides we hate
junk mail just as much as you do.
But organizations that provide
direct service to the gay community are
another matter. Very often they are
running an important event that we on
the executive council feel members of
HTG would not hear about otherwise
and would appreciate the information.

Also many of these groups do not have
the funds to send a mailing on their
own so it makes sense for them to provide HTG with a flyer for insertion into
our monthly newsletter. There is no additional cost to us and a service is
provided to the community and the
membership.
In some cases we will provide the organization with a set of address labels
for them to affix to the mailing. But
before providing the labels we obtain
the assurance of the organization that
the names on the labels will not be
entered into a database or a list. I n all
cases, a copy of the mailing is approved by a member of the executive
council and in some cases a member of
the executive council will attend the
mailing.
As has been stated, the executive
council is very sensitive to the privacy
of the members of HTG and pledge to
continue that effort.

Elections
That time of year has arrived.
Nominations for the offices of president, secretary and treasurer will be
taken at the March monthly meeting
and voting will take place at the April
Anniversary meeting. Ballots will be
included in the next edition of the
newsletter for those members who
are unable to vote in person. The
completed ballots may be mailed to
the HTG post office box but must be
received by the April meeting.

HTG and Aris
Project to
Cooperate for
AIDS Bike-a-thon
Are you a cyclist? D o you want to
help raise money for the Aris Project,
which provides AIDS, ARC, and HIV
support services for the South Bay?
Then join the AIDS Bike-a-thon.
The registration kick-off is on
March 2, and the Bike-a-thon is on
May 11. Yo u r participation will help
to make the rough road a little easier
for someone living with AIDS, ARC,
or HIV. For more information, contact HTG voicemail, or Tom Myers at
the Aris Project, (408) 370-3272.

Please, Please,
Please!
If you plan to participate in the
potluck at the monthly meeting (i.e.
eat!) please plan to bring something
to share. Main dishes are preferable
but side dishes will do as well.
Thanks.

March Meeting: The Dynamic Male Couple
Drs. Scott Madover and Jack Morin will be on hand to discuss therapeutic solutions to problems singles face when entering a relationship and couples face when in
one.

March 1991
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NEED A LAWYER IN SAN JOSE?

The
Printing
Works

John Follesdal
Attorney at Law

Roark Clayton

(408) 295-0470
1111 Elko Drive, Suite H Sunnyvale, CA 94089
Tel 408/734-5330 Fax 408 734-5895

1

• Bankruptcy
• Real estate
• Personal Injury

111 W. St. John St., Suite 904, San Jose, CA
Member National Gay & Lesbian Law Assoc.

URSUS

Internal Medicine
WILLIAM H. LIPIL. M D.
DENNIS J. McSHANE, M D

qIP4.

DOW COVINGTON, M D., Associate
52 Arch Street Suite 4 3 2 i ) D a r d a n c i l i Lane Suite I68
Redwood City, CA 94062 L o s GitOS. CA 95030
415/369-1985 4 0 8 / 3 7 9 - 3 5 5 3
In emergency tall 415/573-7922

The
Dynamic
Male
Couple

Psychotherapy services in Belmont
(mid-peninsula) and San
Francisco for men who wish
to develop, maintain or enhance
intimate relationships.
Individual, couple and/or group
therapy tailored to your needs.
Scott Madover, Ph.D.
License *MFC20216

Jack Morin, Ph.D.
License #NIFC,808

(415) 591-3406

Some Dates to Remember
The following dates are for some HTG meetings and activities that help keep the organization going.
Give us a call if you are interested in details about any of the meetings listed here. The general meeting
is our monthly potluck at the DeFrank Center.
Executive Committee' G e n e r a l Meeting
Wednesday 03/06/91 S u n d a y 03/10/91

Newsletter Deadline M a i l i n g Party
Thursday 03/21/91 T h u r s d a y 03/28/91

HTG Monthly Meeting
H i t c h e n s

c o n t i n u e d from page 1

to the high degree of coalition building
she did many years prior to her election
through legal work done for many
minority groups. These included work
place raid cases and various
sex/gender/race discrimination cases, all
which made her known among minority
lawyers. She was endorsed by almost
every minority community, the women's
community, the gay and lesbian community and some of the more progressive labor communities in San Francisco.
In closing the evenings presentation,
Donna stressed the importance of building a coalition between other minority
communities and the gay and lesbian
community as a means to gain visibility
and political clout.
At The March Meeting...
Scott Madover and Jack Morin will
discuss a program for those who wish to
develop, maintain or enhance intimate
relations. Bring a friend.
Page 6

Map to the next HTG meeting
at the Billy DeFrank Community
Center, 175 Stockton St. San Jose.

HTG Meeting

175 Stockton Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

