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Morgan Hill School
Board Meeting
by Don Nelson
As was announced at the last HTG
meeting, the Morgan Hill School Board
took public testimony i n response to a
petition to recall student body cards which
included the phone numbers o f several
crisis information services, including the
Billy DeFrank Lesbian and Gay Community Center. There was good size turnout
from the gay and lesbian community, plus
a number o f non-gay supporters who
agreed with the inclusion o f the phone
number, but they were outnumbered by at
least four to one by those who supported
the recall of the cards. Several members of
HTG attended the meeting which began at
7:30 PM, and finally adjourned at midnight
after four hours of public testimony.
The number of speakers for either side
of the issue were about even but it became
clear from the beginning that the evening's
ride was going to be a bumpy one.
Of those who spoke in support of the
student body card, the non-gay supporters
were particularly noteworthy for their eloquence and courage. They included a nun
who had taken care of a number of foster
children and understood the need to reach
out t o youth w i t h concerns about
See School Board, Page 4

Election 1992: Gay and Lesbian
Movement Steps Forward
At this point, very little can be added
to what has already been written about the
election of 1992, and the potential to benefit the gay and lesbian movement. W e
gained on nearly all levels of government
in this election, and after twelve dark years
of Republican oppression, at last we have
hope.
Though n o reliable statistics are
available, conventional wisdom has maintained that gays and lesbians voted i n
record numbers, galvanized in part over
their outrage of the Republican convention
and by the overt courtship of the community by those claiming sympathy. B u t to
paraphrase Michaelangelo Signorile, we
elect politicians, not people, and that
means it is as important as ever to keep the
pressure on and make sure that the promises that were made are kept.
The local elections were quite favorable especially with the history-making
election to public office in Santa Clara
County of the first openly gay man, Ken
Yeager, who will serve as trustee on the
San Jose/Evergreen Community College
board. A pre-"Swearing I n " party i s
planned for December 8th so call (408)
297-1024 for information. I n San Jose,
Charlotte Powers, who was endorsed by
BAYMEC, and Kathy Coles, who was

not, both won their races on the City
Council—Powers o f District 2, and Coles
of District 8.
Statewide, John Vasconcellos won his
reelection bid for his seat on the California
State Assembly despite the redrawn district
lines and a conservative opponent who
was heavily backed b y governor Pete
Wilson. Wilson lost his power bid with
the defeat of proposition 165 as well. How
does "One Term Wilson" sound? Incumbent State Assemblyman, Chuck "Isn't
there are a cure for people like you?''
(meaning gays) Quackenbush beat out
Councilman Jim Beall.
On the national level, California now
See Elections, page 5

Coming Out
by Chris Clarke
After too many years, I decided to tell
my parents that their only son was gay.
Things have changed a lot over the past
year, I now have a partner for life, and it
was time to explain the strange voice who
answered the telephone occasionally. I had
the support and encouragement o f my
friends, and I truly wanted a more open and
honest relationship with my parents. So on
the weekend following the elections, I
decided to make the trek up to Oregon
where my parents live.
With anti-gay measures on the ballots
of both Oregon and Colorado, its been a
busy year for our community. W i t h the
passage of Measure 2 in Colorado and the
rejection of Measure 9 in Oregon, Oregon
has faded from the news as the focus
intensifies o n Colorado. A s I drove
through the mountain passes t o get to
Oregon, I started to get some of the aftermath of Measure 9. I tuned into a Christian
Radio station where a talk show was in

See Out, page 4

Holiday Meeting
Here comes the bride and her beautiful bridesmaids. Now if we could just find the groom...
Festive partygoer's at the HTG Halloween Party Thanks to Jay Raley for hosting this event and to Alan
Stephenson for his great decorations

As has become custom, the December
HTG meeting on Sunday, the 13th will be
primarily a social evening. HTG will provide the main course for the potluck so
attendees are asked to bring a side dish or a
dessert to share.
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Gay Sailor
Reinstated

March On Washington - April 2511993
We are working with Jim Boin o f
Yankee Clipper Travel to put together a
package for the Gay and Lesbian March
on Washington in 1993, and will have
more definite details at the December
meeting. J i m says t o expect t o pay
between $100 to $130 per night, double
occupancy, for hotel accommodations in
the Dupont Circle area o f DC, and
approximately $500 for air fare. H e also

reminds us that hotel rooms and flight
reservations are becoming scarce for that
time so it is imperative that we make the
arrangements a s soon a s possible.
Therefore, deposits w i l l b e accepted
immediately.
HTG will be marching as a contingent so plan to march with us and the
expected half a million others for this
historic event.

Richard P. Rudy
Community Service Award
Nearly ten years ago, H T G was
founded on the principle that gays and
lesbians have a right to equal treatment
by their employers, the government, the
law, and the professional organizations to
which they belong. A s cofounder and
first president, Rick Rudy worked very
hard to promote those principles until his
death from AIDS in 1990.

Newsletter Article
Deadline
The deadline f o r submitting a l l
articles for the January newsletter is Friday, December 18th.

In honor of his memory and his contributions, the members of HTG annually
bestow the Richard P. Rudy Community
Service Award on an individual whose
accomplishments have benefited the gay
and lesbian community. The first recipient was Gary Givens, who founded
Necessities and More, an AIDS support
service organization. T h e 1992 award
was given to Dick Gayer for his work as
attorney representing individuals fighting
discrimination by the government.
Included with your newsletter is a
nomination form for the 1993 award.
Please take the opportunity to honor and
recognize the individual you feel most
personifies the principles of HTG.

Keith Meinhold, the Naval training
officer stationed at Moffet Field who was
discharged after disclosing o n national
television that he is gay was reinstated to
his rank pending an appeal by the government. He is the first openly gay man to
serve in the military.
HTG has been i n contact with Mr.
Meinhold and he has agreed to speak at a
future monthly meeting.
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HTG Activities Calendar
By Pete Conroy

Ski/Hike North Shore
Friday - Sunday, December 4-6

As we go to press, snow is falling in the
Sierra. W h o knows, t .s may really turn
out to be a ski w . , 0 1 1 i : you haven't
signed up prelk y 4 11 Ve Bill a call at
5 1 0 - 4 9 0 - 7 ' 11 - A t t might still be an
opening orTwilti‘'Tt will be a small group;
cost is Szlefor HTG members, $50 for
guests.

Activities Committee

Sunday, December 13

Winchester Mystery House
Christmas Tour
Saturday, December 12

Various rooms of the Mystery House have
been taken over by area organizations and
decorated in authentic Victorian Christmas
style. We're going on the 3:30 PM tour. I f
we have 20 people, we'll get a 15% discount from the regular admission price.
Afterwards, we'll cross Winchester Blvd.
to Chevy's for dinner at about 5:30. Since
this is the day before the next HTG meeting, you'll have to call Voicemail to make
reservations.

On the schedule this time are visits to
Christmas in the Park, The San Jose Art
Museum, the new Hilton, and ( i f postholiday budgets allow) lunch at Il Fomaio.
Meeting place and time will be announced
at the December IITG meeting and listed
in the January newsletter and on Voicemail.

Holiday Movie Night

Blackhawk Museum

Friday, December 18

Sunday, January 17

Steve and Phil w i l l have two classic
Christmas movies - A Christmas Story and
White Christmas - to get us into the mood
of the season. Show time will be at 8:00
PM. B r i n g along your favorite holiday
movie munchies and beverages. Maps and
additional information will be available at
the December meeting, or call Voicemail
and leave a message

We'll visit the superb collection of classic
cars at Blackhawk and have lunch at
Florentine Restaurant nearby. Watch for
details at the December and January meetings and in the next newsletter.

SVGMC Christmas Concert

Join our annual excursion to the slopes on
a weekend when most of California stays
home for all that football stuff. Sign-ups
will be a t the December and January
meetings. T h e cost is still being determined, but will probably be around $50
for members and S55 for nonmembers.

Saturday, December 19

The chorus begins its tenth anniversary
season with a real old-fashioned Christmas
concert. There'll be lots of familiar carols
and wonderful arrangements o f some o f
the classics.

Sign up for HTG Activities
When signing up for an activity, please
do NOT send the payment to the HTG
P.O. Box. Send it directly to the person
running the activity, or if the address is
unknown, send it to: HTG Activities,
c/o David Trautvetter, 685 N. 15th St.,
San Jose, CA 95112.

HTG Activity
Refund/Cancellation Policy
All H T G Activities a r e s e l f supporting with no funds budgeted from
the treasury. Many of the costs involved
in organizing an activity are nonrefundable to HTG, therefore unless specified
otherwise, refunds cannot be given for
cancellations. T h e only exception is i f
someone is found to fill the vacant slot.
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Saturday, January 2

Our December "holiday" meeting is traditionally a mostly-social affair with a few
announcements and perhaps some entertainment. H T G provides roasted turkeys
for the potluck starting at 6:30 PM; members are asked t o bring appropriate
"fixins." T h e business portion o f the
meeting will be about 7:30. See the directions and map elsewhere in the newsletter.

Tuesday, December 8

The December meeting is at Steve and
Phil's in a nice part of East San Jose. I f
you would like to attend, leave a message
on Voicemail and w e l l call back with
directions. The meeting starts at 7:00 PM.

Discover Downtown San Jose
- The Sequel

HTG Monthly Meeting

Superbowl Weekend Skiing,
North Shore
Friday - Sunday, January 22-24

Future Events
Details o f the following events w i l l
become available as they approach.
Tacky Tour o f Palo Alto - Saturday,
January 30
South Tahoe Skiing - February 19-21
Yosemite Skiing - March 5-7
Paintball - March

March on Washington - April 25, 1993
Full Moon Ascent of Half Dome - May or
June
Train Trip to Sacramento?

SAWA CLARA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

AIDS P R O G R A M
• HIV Testing and Counseling
• Clinical Services
• AZT and Pentemidine
• Community Education
Call (408) .2994151

976 lenzen Avenue., San Jose, CA 95126
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Two hot "babes" beng accosted by a pirate at the HTG Halloween Party

School Board, from Page 1
their sexuality. I h e r e was the mother of
three sons, two of whom arc gay and one
who was born with Downs Syndrome. She
couldn't understand why people treated the
son with Downs Syndrome with understanding and patience yet his two brothers
must live in a society that is intolerant of
their lifestyle despite the fact that all three
were born the way they are.
Others who supported the inclusion of
the phone number included a Catholic
priest citing the high incidence o f suicide
among gay youth, and a Presbyterian minister whose daughter is a lesbian. A mother
told the story about her straight son who
upon hearing of a gay-bashing incident on
campus, decided to write a term paper on
the subject. H e arranged with several representatives from t h e g a y and lesbian
community t o obtain information a n d
traveled to San Francisco to talk with them.
Those speaking in support o f a total
recall of the student body cards generally
spewed the standard homophobic rhetoric.
Claims that including the phone number o f a gay and lesbian organization
promoted the "homosexual agenda" or the
recruitment of youth into the "homosexual
lifestyle" were common themes. Several
took issue with the belief that gays and
lesbians are born the way they are saying
that it is a chosen lifestyle. Others complained that the school was taking the
parents rights away by making a decision
about a subject that they feel should be left
to them. I t obviously didn't occur to them
that by having the number on the card gave
the parents an opportunity to talk about the
Page 4

subject and impress upon (beat into?) their
children their views.
Almost all took issue with the fact that
nearly all o f the speakers opposing the
recall were from out of town and not Morgan Hill, a fact made known b y the
requirement that each speaker state his or
her name and address. They overlooked
the fact that the hateful and bigoted environment they have created might prevent
someone from coming forward though a
number of Morgan Hill residents spoke in
opposition of the recall.
The most bizarre moment o f the
evening was the testimony o f a woman
who claimed her daughter learned to use a
bag o f spiders for self-stimulation. S h e
supposedly learned this in school. T h e
"phobes" were foaming at the mouth by
then!
We took that as our cue to leave and
made our way to the door. Homeward
bound, we attempted to sum up the evenings festivities but were most perplexed
with the homophobes' accusations that the
gay and lesbian community had and was
promoting the "homosexual agenda." After
we stopped laughing over the notion that
the gay and lesbian community could ever
get together and agree on a single "agenda"
we decided that because they clearly have
an agenda then they must think we have
one too!
After further discussion we decided
that if there was a "homosexual agenda" it
would include, among other things, the
choice to honor and love whomever we
wish, contribute to society, promote personal and societal well-being, strive toward

Out, from Page 1
progress, discussing the aftermath o f
Measure 9. I t was the callers on the
show that really shocked me. " I hate to
say this, but thank God for AIDS...", and
"Anita Bryant was a prophet, she predicted a plague which would strike down
the homosexuals...."
None o f these statements are new.
We've all heard them before right here on
our own turf. B u t the fact is that Measure 9 passed i n 2 0 o f 36 Oregon
counties, primarily in the southern and
eastern portion of the state. The measure
failed with only 45% of the vote for passage after the write- i n votes were
counted. T h e radio talk show host
boasted that the organizers, Lon Mabon
and t h e "Oregon Citizens Alliance"
would not remain silent and would press
on to get another measure on the Oregon
ballot.
Groups like the OCA have learned
to take on a much more moderate image
to avoid alienating mainstream voters.
Their agenda is usually filled with issues
that go beyond gay/straight boundaries,
issues that touch on the economic woes
of those who live in largely rural areas.
The fundamentalist churches retain their
nonprofit status while funding political
organizations to help spread their "faith."
It is ironic that HTG does not obtain a
non-profit status because of the restraints
the government places an organizations
ability to make political statements.
It's not all bad news. This year we
saw some victories: 47 of the 68 candidates recommended by BAYMEC were
elected, including Ken Yeager, an openly
gay candidate for the Evergreen School
district in San Jose. B u t the effort put
forth by volunteers was extensive, and
we need even more help to reach into
places like Oregon and Colorado.
Mom and Dad accepted me with no
reservations. Even before I started with
"Mom, Dad, I have something important
I need to tell you...", we had discussed
Measure 9 and the hurt that it would do
to everyone, including those who are not
lesbian or gay. I ' m proud and grateful
tbr having such understanding parents.
It makes it that much easier to keep
fighting.
spiritual growth, and cherish our families
and friends.
No wonder they fear the "homosexual
agenda!"
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The Richard P. Rudy Community Service Award
Nominating Instructions
The Richard P. Rudy Community Service Award is created to honor the memory o f Rick Rudy,
one o f the founders o f 1 ugh Tech Gays, and its president for over eight years, from its founding
until his death in August, 1990.
To commemorate Rick's commitment and dedication to the gay community o f the South Bay,
HTG will present an award each year to an individual who has made a significant contribution to
the gay community.
Qualifications of Nominees

k T h e nominee must be an individual, not a group or organization.
1, T h e nominee can be:
— A gay person who has performed service to the gay community
A non-gay person who has performed notable service to the gay community
— A n openly-gay person who has performed notable service to the general community so as
to bring credit to the gay community
A, N o m i n a t i o n can be for a specific service or group o f services within a specific time frame or
for a long history of various services to the community.
Nominating Requirements

k T h e person making the nomination must be a member in good standing of High Tech Gays.
k T h e deadline for receipt of nominations is the HTG meeting on Sunday, February 14, 1993.
k Nominations must be submitted on forms provided by HTG. T h e forms and attachments
must be typed or printed legibly.
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Gays, Gay-bashing, and
Our Schools
by Phil James

The Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Awareness Program
(LGBAP) was organized in 1985, in response to concerns
about gay bashing and continues its role o f providing
speakers for South Bay and peninsula colleges, select high
schools, and other groups. Now, as an organization under
the DeFrank Center umbrella, the group includes over fifty
trained speakers (many are also HTG members) who visit
classrooms, churches, PTA meetings, and the like duirng
each school year.
LGBAP is always looking f o r concerned teachers,
principals, school board members, and others to help get
the word out regarding coming out, self acceptance, facts
about AIDS, etc. Perhaps you know of a class that LGBAP
might speak to -- your son's Family Life 101, your friend
teaches a class in Health, Sociology, Human Sexuality,
Psychology, or Racism & Prejudice). I f so, please contact
LGBAP at (408) 723-7350. We'll be happy to send you (or
the teacher) a brochure that outlines the group's approach
and goals, or to set up a phone call.
A new fifteen minute videotape is now available for
schools to borrow. The tape outlines LGBAP's philosophy
and shows an excerpt from an LGBAP speaking engagement, and question and answer session. Feedback on these
educational sessions has been extremely positive.

Elections, from Page 1
has two new Senators, Diane Feinstein and Barbara Boxer,
and a new member of Congress, Anna Eshoo, women who
were heavily supported by the gay and lesbian community.
Hopefully, they will remember that support when important
issues such as a gay civil rights bill, and lifting the military
ban on gays are addressed. Thankfully, Eshoo won't have
that archenemy of the gay and lesbian community, William
Dannemeyer, to put up with anymore.
With the election o f Bill Clinton as president we can
look forward to an administration that promises to be more
supportive and inclusive of gays and lesbians but only time
will tell. Clinton has been taking an immense amount of
pressure in recent weeks for his stand on reversing the ban
on gays and lesbians in the military. Though he continually
reaffirms his position, he now is calling for the formation of
a committee to decide on the best action to take. Sounds
vaguely like a Perot-ism to me.
At any rate, the twelve years of Reagan and Bush are
over, and we can all be thankful for that, though I'm sorry
to see "Babs" Bush leave. I do hope Clinton gives that cute
George Stephanopolous a highly visible post in his administration.
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SOUTH SAN JOSE • NEXT TO IBM & SANTA TERESA HOSPITAL

We Cater to Cowards
• Thorough, Personalized Attention. Every Time.
• Yo u r comfort is our first concern.
• Comprehensive, thorough examinations.
• Excellent cosmetic technicques for chips,
cracks, spaces.
• Vital bleaching for whiter teeth.
• Highest infection control
standards.
• Accept HIV-positive.
• Relax with nitrous oxide.
• Convenient financing;
insurance & credit cards
accepted.
• Natural looking
crowns and bridges.
• New patients welcome.
• Immediate appointments.

A L E X J.
BAUMER, D M D
408/226-0424
275 H O S P I TA L PA R K W AY, #700
SAN JOSE, C A L I F O R N I A

Aris Food Basket
by Pete Conroy

Not many people knew it, but
for almost a year Al Crook was the
biggest contributor t o the food
basket. Often, his donation made
up more than half of everything we
collected. S i n c e his death last
Spring the collection has fallen off
to almost nothing.
We're as much at fault as anyone. We've forgotten to set up the
basket a n d neglected t o p u t
reminders in the newsletter.
This holiday season is a good time to renew our commitment to helping those who need our help. As a memorial to Al
and all of our absent friends, let's see if we can all remember to
bring just one item of nonperishable food for the food basket
next month and every month.
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HTG BBS UPGRADES
By Allan Hurst

Hardware upgrades are kind of like
potato chips -- it's difficult to stop at just
one! A f t e r upgrading the hard disk
drive, which provided an unexpected
performance boost, it became clear that
HTG/Outreach BBS needed to make
other changes to increase system efficiency. These upgrades include::
*New modems, capable o f speeds
up to 14,400 bps. T h e y also support
V.32, V.32bis, V.42bis, and MNP 5
protocols. ( T w o o f the old modems
were donated to GLAAD, and a third
went to the Billy Derank Community

URSUS
Medical Group
w k W I L L I A M H. LIPIL, M.D

• DENNIS J. McSHANE, M.D.

•

49

2 t o D O W COVINGTON, M.D.
40 Birch Street
Redwood City, CA 94062
415/369-1985

Center.)
*A new motherboard which has
dramatically decreased the system's
auto-maintenance time, and improved
the overall system response.
*A n e w Uninterruptible Power
Supply (UPS) rounds out the hardware
upgrades, providing uninterrupted BBS
service in the event of a power brownout or brief blackout.
*A software upgrade, scheduled for
install as this newsletter goes to press.
This includes a n off-line message
reader module which allows a caller to

download any waiting messages, scan
specific BBS areas for new messages
and/or files, and log off, saving a great
deal of telephone time (and money for
telephone bills). Yo u can then respond
to messages off-line, and have the
responses uploaded automatically on
the following call.
The end result of the upgrades is a
faster, more efficient system that will
allow more people to call in during the
same period o f time. A l l o f the
upgrades were paid for entirely by contributions from HTG/Outreach's callers.

Palo Alto

(415) 494-3363

San Jose
(408) 235-0996

George I. Deabill, PhD.
Clinical Sexologist
Marriage &Family Therapist
P.O. Box 60363 • P a l o Alto, CA 94306

In emergency oil 415/573-7000

B E R L I N E R
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A Partnership Including Profeasional Corporation.

Map to HTG
Monthly Meeting
al h e Baty DaFraga C o m m a * Center.
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