High Tech ﬁavzette
Newsletter for High Tech Gays and Their Associates of Silicon Valley
Words from the “Prez”
Texx
It’s been just over a year since everyone thought we were dead. We aren’t dead yet. It’s
pride season, what a great time to be “not dead”. Our attendance was up for the May
meeting. We had eight new faces which I found thrilling.
We had invited Ted Sahl to the meeting under the false pretense of giving us a status
report on the upcoming San Jose Pride Celebration. The real reason was to present him
with the Richard Rudy Memorial Award which is given each year to a person, gay or
straight, who has advanced the cause of the gay community. I’m not sure if he was more
thrilled about getting the award or the recipe for Rick’s legendary lemon squares! (Part of
the award includes the Lemon Squares Recipe) Fortunately, Ted arrived early and gave a
primer on the history of the gay community in Santa Clara County while we waited for
the scheduled program.
The scheduled program featured Gene Derrnody of the Gay Gaymes Sports Comrm'ttee.
Gene has attended every Gay Gaymes there have ever been. All in all, it was a very
informative presentation. We even had a bit of recruiting of athletes for the Gaymes. An
interesting aside was the reaction of members of the Golden Gate Gay Wrestlers when
they first saw the inside of the DeFrank Center. They took one look at the main hall and
all reacted with “What a great place to host a gay sports clinic.
As always, I am seeking program ideas. Tell me what you want to see and we’ll see if we
can find a way to do it. I have a couple of high tech programs under development. A
number of years ago, HTG had “Tacky Tours Weekends”. I’m plotting a “High Tech
Gays, Low Tech Trip”.
So far there has been little interest in marching in either the SF or the SJ parades. I will
bring the HTG banner to both parades anyway. Anyone wishing to march with the HTG
banner, meet in front of Hamburger Mary’s 10 minutes before 10 AM on Sunday, June 8
and we can do something last minute. Anyone wishing to march with HTG in SF, look
for Apple Lambda and, again, I will bring the banner. Apple will let HTG march with
them.

I wish everyone a great Pride season !

Coming Events
May 29 - June 1
The 6th annual Bay Area Gay Rodeo
(see the insert for details)

June 1
Santa Cruz Gay Pride Festival

June 4
HTG Board meeting. All members are

cordially invited to attend and participate
8 PM at the DeFrank Center.

June8
San Jose Gay Pride Parade and Festival
(see insert for more details)

June 8
HTG monthly meeting and potluck. A
good time to meet with friends and talk
about the Festival. Bring some food to
share.

June 28-29
San Francisco Gay Pride Parade and
Festival.

High Tech Gays
P.O.Box 6777
San Jose, CA 95150
Meetings the 2nd Sunday of the month
Social at 6:30 PM, Potluck at 7:00 and
program at 8:00.

HTG Voicemail (408)289-1484

The Editor’s Column
I’m sure you have noted that the layout
of the newsletter has changed with the
change in Editor. Mike did a beautiful
job as Editor and applied his artistic
talent to making the newsletter visually
appealing. I have not developed those
talents so I hope to compensate by
making the newletter interesting to the
mind. I will try to give you something to
think about each month and, if
successful, will move some of you to
respond. Letters to the Editor may be
sent via snail mail to our PO. Box 6777,
San Jose, CA 95150 or by e—mail to
ddenis@pacbell.net. Please don’t wait
to be prodded by my comments, submit
your own thoughts and rattle my cage.
Also, I would like to promote gay
support for gay owned and operated
businesses.
If you know of such a
business - on or off the beaten track — let
me know via the above addresses and we
will have a feature article about them.
Gay friendly businesses should also
receive our support. You will find those
business’s or company’s employees
marching in the Pride parades, on AIDS
walks, or other public functions with the
company or business identified. More
companies are granting domestic partner
benefits to gay couples and we should
promote the goods and services of those
businesses where possible. There are
many examples.
By now, many of you will have
discerned that I am an unrepentant
liberal and it will become apparent that
this colors the way I view the world. I
invite opposing opinions or ideas
however. Lets dialog. Hate mail will
not be tolerated but challenge to ideas
keeps the thinking processes clear.

The May Meeting
The speaker for the evening was Gene
Dermody who spoke on the history of
the Gay Games and the preparation for
the 1998 games in Amsterdam. Gene is
the coach for the Bay Area Gay
Wrestling Team and is on the steering
committee of the Federation of Gay
Games. He has been involved in the
Games since the beginning which started
in San Francisco as the result of the
efforts of Dr. Tom Waddell ( see the
following article). As Gene paints the
picture, the first two games in 1982 and
1986 were strictly sporting events to
allow gay athletes to participate in the
same competitive areas as the Olympics
but without the restrictions that kept gay
athletes in the closet. Subsequent Games
have devolved into more party that
sporting event and that means resources
that should be available for sports are
spent for party time. His team practices
three times a week and newcomers are
welcome to join. Financial support for
the team would be gratefully received.
Thank you Gene for a fascinating look
into the Games which allow gay athletes
to demonstrate that they match the best
in the world.

A Short History of the
Gay Games
Gay Games I: 1982 - 1350 athletes
from
179 cities in 12 countries

participating in 14 athletic events. 6000
volunteers and a budget of $125,000.
Dr. Tom Waddell, decathlon competitor
in the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City,

conceived the games.
He wanted to
replace the obsession to win at all costs
with the simple joy of participation.
These games require no minimum ability
for participation.
Men and women
would compete on an equal basis. The
first games were to be called Gay
Olympic Games.
However, the US.
Olympic Committee ﬁled suit in federal
court and, despite the existence of
Special Olympics, Police Olympics,
Nude Olympics, Dog Olympics, etc., the
courts rules that gays could not use the
name. In 1993, the USOC had a change
of heart and in 1994 prominently listed
Gay Games IV in its annual handbook
under “noteworthy events”.
Gay Games II: 1986 - 3500 athletes
(40% women) from 258 cities in 19
countries participating in 17 sporting
events with a budget of $350,000

($30,000 from the city of San Francisco).
Gay Games 111:

1990

- Vancouver,

BC. 7500 athletes from 39 countries
participating in 23 events with a budget
of $2.1 million
Gay Games IV: 1994 - New York City
10864 athletes from 2000 cities in 40
countries participating in 31 events with
a budget of $6.5 million. The Largest
Sporting Event in History.
Gay Games V: 1998 - Amsterdam, The
Netherlands.
Expected are 12500
athletes from 5 continents participating
in 30 sporting events. 7000 volunteers
and 2500 cultural participants including
gay and lesbian choral groups.
Find out more about the Games on the
World

Wide Web.
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http://www.prowillen.com/Unity.html
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Our last day in practice was April 18th,
9 1997. We wish to thank all of you who
§\ 1)” have entrusted us with your care over the
‘0
last 14 years. It has been a wonderful
priviledge for us to have served the Gay
and Lesbian communities
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YAHOQ m
HE RODEQ IS COMING TO SAN @0515;
This Yahoo is not the Web Search Engine but the traditional yell of the cowboy. The 6th
Annual Bay Area Gay Rodeo will be held in San Jose at the Santa Clara County Fairground from May 29 through June 1. It’s time to let your hair down and experience the
thrill of bucking broncos and hunky cowboys. A full schedule of events will fill the
weekend.

May 29 There will be a kick-off party at Hamburger Mary’s at 7:30 PM. If you
haven’t been to HM, now is the time. Meet some of the participants and get swept up in
the spirit of the old west.
May 30

The Suits and Boots pool party and barbecue will be held at the San Jose

Airport Hyatt Hotel from 3 to 7 PM followed by a dance party in the Mediterranean
Center of the Hyatt at 8 PM. If you wish to register at the Hyatt for a night or for the
weekend, ask for the special Rodeo rate of $89 per night.
May 31 Saturday, the big day. The 6th Annual Bay Area Gay Rodeo is held at the
Santa Clara County Fairground. Take 101 south to Tully Rd. and go west to the
fairground OR take 1280 south to highway 87 and go south to Curtner. Go east on
Curtner to the fairground. Enter through gate B. You can’t miss the blue arch that marks
the fairground. The grounds open at 10 AM and the Grand Entrance and Parade takes
place at noon. A pool party and barbecue will be held at the hotel from 5 to 7 PM and a
dance party commences in the Mediterranean Center at 9 PM.

June 1 Sunday. The rodeo continues. The grounds are open at 10 AM and the Grand
Entrance is at noon. A pool party and barbecue is again held from 5 to 7 PM and the
Awards dance party takes place in the Mediterranean Center at the Hyatt at 9 PM. There
is also a wrap—up celebration at Hamburger Mary’s also at 9 PM.
There is lots of opportunity to have fun and enjoy the sportsmanship and cowboy skills of
our gay brothers and sisters in the context of an old west celebration. Come and enjoy.
For more information and opportunity to volunteer to help at the rodeo, call (415) 9855200.

