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(Rammed with permission from
JkpflT G Newsletter)

by Bob Coma

Nearly 250 people attended
the January llth monthly meet-
ing of High Tech Gays to hear
guest speaker. David Bunnell,
Editor-in-Chief of PC‘ World
and Mac World maga7ines and
Chairman of the Board of PCW
Communications.

In addition to founding PC
World and Mac World in 1982
and 1983 respectively. Bunnell
was the founder of Personal
Computing magazine in 1978
and PCA/lagazjne in l98l.

In the November, 1986 issue
of PC World and til/lac World

Bunnell’s editorial was head-
lined, “Coming Out of the PC
Closet."

The editorial was an attack on
Georgia‘s sodomy law. the
legislation that was the basis for
the US. Supreme (‘ourt‘s Har-
dwick decision last June.

Bunnell, who '
led Georgia. “the home of a
oppressive law that conflicts
with the very vision that compel-
led the growth of personal

computers."
He emphasiled that “the P(‘

world should think twice about
supporting high technology de-
velopment in states that lack a

straight. calsi

 
l'or liighsocial climate

.,
decent
tech to operate in

High Tech (lays my
the monthly meeting' tr
his editorial.

Usually all the
are in the gay
terrilic to see a

outside whcrc people
to see it will.

The idea for thc editorial
Bunnell says. carnc alter he

received a letter from goyernor
Frank Harris ol‘ (ieorgia inviting
him on a technology tour ol‘ the
Atlanta area.

The intention was that Bun-
nell would come back and write

itcd him to
) discuss

positiyc articles
press it “as

positive article
who need

a “glowing” column about the
area.

His response to the Governor
was a two paragraph letter
stating that he could not support
high technology development in
Georgia until they repealed the
sodomy law.

Somehow the letter was cop—
ied and the Atlanta sales office
for PC World/Mac World be-

gan to receive calls from adver-
tisers who were upset.

Bunnell said he wrote the
column so they would know
what he was: thinking about.

Since the column was pub—
lished, Bunncll has received over
2000 letters of which about 40
percent suggest that the column

was not appropriate for th
type of. magayine.

About another 40
disagreed (ic. supported
domy law).

Only 20 percent of the
were in support of Bunnell

comments.
“I got all kinds of letters l'rom

bigots, including serious higots”
says Bunnell.

The letters ranged trom corn-
ments like, “l-rankly Ithink that
psychedelic drug users contrihug
ted more to l’(‘ deyclopmcnt
than homosexuals," to “No one
has the right to spread the curse
of AIDS."

The impact on the triaga/ine
initially has been siunilicant but
Bunnell lccls that the cl‘lcct ysill
be temporary.

Seven paces ol adycrtrsing
were cancelled including ads
lrorn companies in (ieorgiu such
as PCllL‘h lrcc Soltutirc and
()uandrani.

'l‘hc [“sCClllHC Director ol the
Sitlyntion Army sent a disturbing.,
letter along mm a request to

a

percent
the so-

letters
7
\

cancel his subscription.
About 500 other readers

acrOSs the nation cancelled their
subscriptions.

Letters were written to presi-
dents ofother companies asking
them to withdraw their advertis~
ing from the magazine.

letters were even sent to the
president of P(‘ War/(l asking
him to fire Bunnell.

Bunnell was not concerned
since he is the (‘hairman of the
Board.

On the positive side. a consult~
ing company called 'lele Stal‘ting
sent a letter through .'\1(‘l Mail
to high tech companies in Ar—
lanta and to the (l(l\Clll0r to

endorse the ."(‘ ll'nrlll editorial
and even going heyontl thy-

recommendation by the
editorial.

'lcle Stalliny has l '.omp;i ‘y
policy not to recommend for
purchase any sottyszirc or har-
dware manutztcturcti in the \l4tlc‘
ol (icorgia until the odour." l;t\y
is rcp *alcd.

()n the humorous side, .‘l lct'cr
lrorn Montana stated: "( iintc to

Montana, \ic don't hay: any
layss like that: as l‘ar Its lLil'm
anyone sneaks into our re;
droom, \yc shoot them.”

Hunnell thinks it is \cry'
portant tor writers in lccltriolout
to write about real social issues
because technology has the pot-
ential to do either good or had

“Those ol ns \y ho arc crcatinu
the technology have an oh
tion to steer it to ll.t\L‘ a positiyc
impact on our culture.

“I helimc that yer) deeply. l
hope you do too.“

Dayid llnnncll‘s talk \\
lowed by thunderous .tpplattsc

and 2t standing oyation.
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