
March 25, 1984

Dear Rl‘ck Rudy/Hu‘o_h Tech Gays,

Thank you for J‘ol'na'no_ the Natl'onal Organl'zatl'on of Gay and
Lesbn‘an SCI'entI'sts and Technl cal Profess.l'onals. I wl'll start
I'ncludl'ng your addre.ss and news I‘n the NOGLSTP new.sletters. we
were not specu‘fa’c, but I assume Hl‘gh Tech Gays w: shes to be a
Supportl'ng Organl'zatl'onal Member. That nneans scendl‘ng $25 to
LAGLS +0r membershl p dues. I would apprecu ate I‘t I'* you could
send the dues (I'f you ruaue not done so a-lready). I expect an
actl‘ve and large HI gh Tech Gays to partn’cn‘pate I'n the natl'onal
scene. Feel free to make wrl'tten contributionoc to the NOGLSTP
newsletter. I have asked LAGLS, wasALS, and HAGLES to send thel'r
news_letter=_. to >'ou.

I am sorry to rsear of the governor-’s 11th hour veto of AB 1.

Ed Sebesta sent a' letter to LAGLS and me, askl'ng to J'ol'n
"NOLGb"'. I flaue enclosed a cop>' of m,~' response for your
I'nformatl on. Thl'.= I's a .senosl'tl've topl'c, and I‘t ultl‘mately comes
down to wruether Ed w: ll heed the advi'ce arnd restral'nt 04 other
coordl'nator_=.. If he wl's.hes_ others to lI'sten to hl‘m, he must
ll',=ten to then:. If Ed does: not wl sh to to rneed others, I't I's
best that LGAch-San FranCI'sco and NOGLSTP remal'n separate.

Sl'ncerel>',
\lao.
Joe Schren’ner, Chan rperson
NOGLSTP,/GATES
PU Box'~ 14138
Chu'cago, IL 60614
312-929-9ch'8



 

February 22, 1983
Edward H. Sebesta
219 Clipper St.
San Francisco, CA 94114

Lesbian 6t Gay Associated
Engineers 6K Scientists (LGAES)
P.O. Box 4247
San Francisco, CA 94101

NOLGS
. clo Joe Schreiner
' GATES

P.O. Box 14138
Chicago, IL 60614

Dear NOLGS.-

It is our understanding that our groups affiliation with NOLGS is merely accomplished
by our stating that we wish to be an affiliate of NOLGS. LGAES wishes to be known
as an affiliate of N OLGS. Currently are three major projects are the workplace
questionnaire (copy enclosed), work on the issues relating to the professional societies,
and anti—Gay technology as used by psychiatrists. We are currently organizint Gays
Against Psychiatric Assault (GAPA). This will be split off from LGAES as a wholly
independent organization for all Gays interested in the issue. Please list us as
an interest group for the professional societies and the issue of anti-Gay technology.

jilnG y Liberation/,

WM Cal/434934 /()\ s- 4 '
Edward H. Sebesta

cc: NOLGS in Los Angeles
P.0. Box 39582
Los Angeles, CA 90039



March 31, 1984  

 

’Emard Sebesta
L.G.A.E.S.
PO Box 4247
San Francl'sco, CA 94101

Dear Ed,

I recel'ved your letter about Jon'nl'ng NOGLSTP. we need to dl'scuss
sme matters.

NOGLS has adopted a charter, establl'shed structure, selected
offl‘cers, and changed I‘ts nme to NOGLSTP. we are a federatn’on of
local 9ay‘tech/sct'ence groups wl'th I'ndl'vl'dual members scattered
through the USA. I am the Chal'rperson, Ken wl'lson of MGLS I's
Treasurer. NOGLSTP has a natl'onal coMI'ttee cmposed of a
representatl've from each of I'ts supportl‘ng (dues-payl'ng)
organl'zatl'onal members. The natl'onal cml'ttee determl nes poll'cy and
structure. The supportl ng members are MGLS, GATES, MGLES, and
MMLS. Hl'gh Tech Gays n’s I'n the process of J‘OI'nI'ng as a supportl'ng
member. I have consulted wl th the coordl nators of all NOGLSTP locals
to ascertal'n thel'r wI shes, sl’tuatl'ons, goals, and CW! tment. NOGLSTP
I's natl'onal and broad-based. The cm1'ttee structure allws more
coordl'nators to contru‘bute to the natl onal scene.

If LMES were to J'Ol n NOGLSTP, I't should be as an organl'zatl'onal
member, preferably support: ng. It would then have the same status as
MGLS, GATES, or the other support: ng members. It cannot be the
merger of two "natl'onal" organl zatl'ons. NOGLSTP I's a federatl'on of
relatl'vely autonomous locals,‘ I'ts movement and dl rectl'on depend on
what we see as our cmon good. I serve as Chal'rperson by the
approval of the other maJ or coordl nators.

Thl's structure observes organ: zu’ng reall'tl'es. Ind: v: dual gays
and lesbl'ans, for the most part, are brought I'nto the gay-tech network
by local coordl'nators, not a natl'onal coordn‘nator 2000 ml les away. It
I's the efforts of local coordl'nators that make or break a local
organl'zatl°on. The local coordl nators, for the most part, are also the
ones most I'nterested I‘n partn'cn'patl'ng I'n the natl'onal scene. They are
in the best position to present national policy on the local scene. It
I's the local coordl nators that broaden the horl‘zons of the I'ndl'vn'dual,
who would otherwl'se care only of local matters. Any Vl'able nata‘onal
gay-tech organl'zatl’on must be based on dl'alog and consent mong the
maJ or local coordl nators. The local coordl nators are also the source
of future natl'onal offl'cers. A cmml'ttee of 6 dedl'cated organl'zers
wl'll have an easx‘er successl on process.

There are other reall tI'es. No one normally remal'ns I'n an
organl'zatl'on where there I's no say I'n I'ts dl'rectl'on or structure.
Local coordl'nators are the means by whl'ch I'ndn'vl'duals express
themselves I'n natl'onal matters. No one remal ns wl'th an organl'zatl'on
when there I's no open accountn'ng of I'ncme and expendl tures, or where
servl'ces are erratl'cally dell'vered. In organ: zatl'ons ll ke ours,
members wl'll only do or contrl'bute what they want to do or contrl'bute.
They cannot be harangued l nto actl'on,- they must be persuaded and
convl'nced. Nobody assl'sts a pr0J°ect they thI nk I's unwl se, or I'n whl ch
they had no I‘nput. Vehemence I's no substl'tute for dl'alog. 1% one
wl'shes to be heard, one must be wl’lll'ng to lI'sten.



  

 

Thn's leads to a prt'ncl'ple you must accept to be a partu‘cu‘patl'ng
’member of NOGLSTP. You must heed the advice of the other maJ‘or

NOGLSTP coordl'nators I'n national matters. You must be wI'lling to work
wl'th the other coordl'nators, not agaI'nst them. NOGLSTP cannot have a
shootl‘ng loose cannon. I m accountable to the other maJ'or NOGLSTP
coordl'nators, and I abl'de by ther‘r wl'shes. You must be equally
accountable.

Biuen thn's prl'ncl'ple, what are the I ssues to be resolved.9 There
are many. They I'nuolue coordu’nators, proJ'ects, and methods. They must
be resolved by dl'alog wI'th all the supportl'ng member organl'zatl'ons.

One I'ssue I‘s the ms. You are bel'ng counterproductl'uely
cmbatl'ue wI'th a relatl‘vely enll'ghtened professl'onal organl'zatl'on.
The W8 allwed other gay-tech groups to meet at conferences,
referred I'anI‘rI‘es to them, and I‘ssued a posu’tue statement on gay-
rl‘ghts I‘n Scu ence magazn‘ne. You seem obsessed on harassl'ng them on
contrl'ued grounds wl'th pl cketl'ng and poorly-wru‘tten letters. Several
MTES members have asked me, "why don’t we have contact wl'th the
MS°.'. All I can say I's that we once dl d, but the relatl'onshl p has
been pon'soned by another group. Thn‘s cmbatl've attI'tude also seems to
be the dru’un’ng force behl'nd your contacts wl'th other professl'onal
organl'zatl ons. Cons: der MTES’s letter to the am. we made a
reasonable request, sn’gned by am members. we recel'ved a response.
Have you recen’ued a response from the AAAS.9

Another I'ssue 1's your obsess: on wI th cmbatu‘ve tact: cs. The MS
and professl'onal organl'zatl ons are examples of thl s. You also have
wrl tten letters challengl'ng Jerry Falwell, SEEQ representatl'ues, and
others to debate you under condl tI ons absurdly favorable to yourself.
You demand responses to poorly-wrl'tten, u: troll c letters. Your
dl atrl'bes reflect poorly on other gay-tech organl'zers. Of what
benefl't I's thl's9. why I's a pl'cket your standard approach7. we are not
personal pl cket squads. what wl ll happen when you make a actual
threat, and legal actl on I's taken’. Are we at NOGLSTP to be
responsl'ble for these actl'ons.°

Another I'ssue I's the anti -gay scu'ence proJ'ect. Scl'ence and
technology are not I'nherently antl -gay. There l's only technology that
I's used agan’nst gays. Pupl'lometry 1's not I'nherently threatenl'ng, only
possl'ble appll cat: ons. Pupl'lometry could even be used for gays, to
help I'ndl'vl'duals "come out", to reall'ze the: r gayness. when I
presented your ant|'-gay scu'ence I deas to @TES members, many thought
I't I'napproprl'ate, for the reasons I’ve gI'uen. It I‘s easy to chant
“antI'-gay scl'ence“, but what do you really mean by I't.° You can’t
expect us to rally around an empty phrase.

Another I'ssue l's the poorly-wrl'tten letters you send at the
sll'ghtest pretext. Your correspondence I's replete wl'th ml'sspelll'ngs
and poor grmar. what type of I'mage do you want to present7. Your
letter askl'ng to J'Ol n NOGLSTP has 'NOLGS" I'nstead of 'NUGLS”,
“organI'ZI'nt” I'nstead of "organ:‘zn‘ng", an I ncorrect possessl'ue
spelll'ng, a ml'ssl‘ng sentence subJ'ect, and other clumsy phrases. Your
very letter to Governor DeukmeJ'l'an has 'valueable“ l nstead of
'ualuable', 'theorectical'I I'nstead of 'theoret:’cal", a floatl'ng “a
case of”, ml'ssl'ng cmas, and other faults. Do you thl'nk such a letter
makes a good I'mpressa'on on the governor or professl'onal groups.9



other I ssues could be confl'ned to LMES alone, but are In kely to
‘ct NOGLSTP. LflES has been run erratl'cally. Twl'ce I'n the last

years, no newsletters came out of LmES for fourmonth perl ods.
.88 members outsl'de San Francl'sco hear nothl'ng of the organl‘zatn'on.

n you dropped out durI'ng the sumer of 1982, LMES members were
_-ally dl'senfranchl'sed. LMES also seems to waste alot of money.
_=n we spoke of the Scl'entl'fu'c merl'can ad, you stated that you
cel'ued 20-25 new members because of it. Its ml'nl'mum cost was $1500.

members means $625 I'n membershl‘p dues. So you lost at least $900
_ that venture. Yet you talk about don'ng I’t agal'n. Meanwhu‘le, you are
agged dmn ml‘dst your workplace questl'onnal'res wl'th no funds to
“ocess them. Sme coordl'nators have questl’ons about your J'udgement.
i I's well and good to state opposl'tl'on to ant|'-gay dl‘scrn'mn'natl'on,
ut the cases that cme before us have dn'fferent merl t. In your rush

-o cmbat over Ghl‘lual”s case, you fl'rst stated that Seeq cl'rculated a
defmatory brochure. You then had to retract that statement.

You do make posl'tl‘ue contrl'butl'ons, however. You ObUI ously put
the most tu me and effort I'nto gay—tech organl‘zl'ng. Your enthusl am
and wl'lll'ngness to work are precl‘ous cmmodl'tl'es. w. th other gay-tech
groups, I must worry about torpor. I have no such worry about LMES.
You have also acq I red much relevant I'nformatl'on, and have many
contacts. No one can deny that we would all be better off I‘f there
were one, not two, natl'onal organl'zatl'ons. It I's better that we work
together. For me, the optl'mal solutI on would start wl'th LMES a
supportl'ng member of NOGLSTP, wl'th you as I'ts representatl've I'n the
natl'onal COMI'ttee. Ken wI'lson and I would stl‘ll handle the
organl'zatl‘onal matters. You would then be free to pursue speCI'al
prOJ'ects, wu'th the adul'ce and consent of the other supporta‘ng members.

There are two possn'bI'lI'tl'es before us. It all depends on whether
you want to work wl th a natl onal network, or separate frm I't. we can
contl'nue the status quo, where you run your affal'rs, and we run ours.
Or you can work wI'th the other coordu’nators, and J'OI'n NOGLSTP. El ther
of these optl'ons I's better than a meanl'ngless "affl'll‘atl'on" where we
stl'll operate separately. The decn sI on to perm: t LGAES to 4'0! n NOGLSTP
I's not ml'ne alone. I am wl'lll'ng to abl de the J'udgement of the other
supportl'ng members. May I suggest that you further your dI alog wu’th
MGLS, MMLS, MGLES, and Hl'gh Tech Gays9. I have wrl'tten alot, and
we need to du‘scuss I't personally. I wl’ll call you I'n a few weeks to
dl'scuss these matters. You can call me before then, I'f you wl'sh.

Sl'ncerely,

Joe Schrel ner
GATES/NOGLSTP
PO Box 14138
Chl'cago, IL 60614
(312)-929—9538

Copl'es to.- MGLS
MMLS
MGLES
Hl'gh Tech Gays


