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Judge OKs Suit on
Security clearances
Federal Judge Approves Class Action
Suit for Gays Denied Job Clearances
by George Mendenhall

 

A fighter for the security clearance rights of Gay people
for 16 years had a significant victory here on June 24. Attomey

Dick Gayer told reporters outside a federal courtroom.
“Break out the champagne." US. District Judge Thelton
Henderson had granted a class-action status in a lll«month
old security clearance case. The case involyes engineers aml
technicians who perform professional tasks for firms under
contract to the federal gowrnment.
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20,000 (i:v\ people are involved
who haw had Security clear—
ances held up, often without ex-
planation. for years. Without the
clearances. many have been

denied admneement in rank and
pay. 'l'he elass status begins “a

whole ne“ ball game." according
to (iayer.

'l‘he initial ease involxed the
claims of 'l‘imothy llooling and
liobert Weston. of lm‘kheed,
and Joel (Iran ford of Slil Inter-
national. The) have been open-
ly involved in Gay organizations
and have been investigated by
the Defense Industrial Security
Clearance ()ffiee llllSCl ll. The
federal government has contend—
ed that Gay people are security
risks.

While llenderson did not rule
on the merits of the three cases.
he is permitting (iayer to expand
his elaim to include all of those
who are similarly affected. ln-
directly. his action forces the
federal government to give its ra-
tionale in court for a national
policy whieh discriminates
against Gay people rather than
rear-l only to indi\ idual law suits
as they arise.

7-4—91:

“Homosexual behaxior." the
l)lS( 1(l intestigutive manual
say s. "tends to east reasonable
doubt on the indi\ idual's morali-
ty and emotional or mental sta-
bility. and raises questions as to
his or her susceptibility to coer-
(“ion or blackmail." lt calls for an
investigation into the private
lives of suspected Gay people
that includes information on fre-
quency of sexual activity. the

nature of the sex. types of meet-
ing places. and whether friends
and relatives know about the
activity.

“We will continue to de-
mand." Gayer stated. "that the

government stop treating us as a
class of undesirables. DISC
groups Gay people with crimin-
als and alcoholics so the process-
ing of our applications is hardly
fair.

“The class action will allow us
to pressure the gowmment to ex-
plain its policy of discrimina-
tion. to explain why we are be-
ing treated differently. The

govemment will now have to ex-
plain in court what it is doing,

even if it claims what itis doing
is justified. This will make

things more difficult for them
and easier for us. They will now
begin to sweat."

Gayer explains that Judge
Henderson will soon define the

limits on the class he is allowing.

Meanwhile. (iayer \\ ill again ask
the gowrnment a series of ques-
tions about their policy that they
haw‘ refused to previously
answer and go to court to halt an
action h) lm-kheed of Sunny-
\alc. lneltheed is attempting to
block Gayer's attempt to ques—
tion its Grnernment Security
Manager. Riehard “linger.
about security clearance policy.

The attomey. u ltn is also an
engineer. left refreshed after
Henderson's ruling aml was
eager to go back to eourt with a
new demand that the gmern-
ment halt its anti-Gay discrim-
ination. I
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