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H I G H  T E C H  G A Y S

N E W S L E T T E R  N O V .  1 9 8 3

H . T. G .  CALENDAR

P. O .  B O X  6 7 7 7
SAN J O S E ,  C A  9 5 1 5 0

P r e s i d e n t :  R i c k  R u d y
S e c r e t a r y :  D e n n y  C a r r o l l
T r e a s u r e r :  E i r c  L i p a n o v i c h

HALLOWEEN PARTY s p o n c e r e d  b y  t h e  S a n  J o s e  a n d
San F r a n c i s c o  c h a p t e r s  o f  B l a c k  a n d
W h i t e  M e n  T o g e t h e r  ( B W M T ) .  H T G  h a s  b e e n
i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  " P u t t i n '  o n  t h e  R i t z "  a t
t h e  P a r k  W e s t  H o t e l ,  4 5 0  P o s t  S t . ,  S F .
F o r  i n f o  c a l l  B i l l  a t  ( 4 0 8 )  2 7 7 - 0 6 4 4 .

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING a n d  p o t l u c k  d i n n e r .
H e l p  u s  c e l e b r a t e  T h a n k s g i v i n g  e a r l y !
HTG w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  t u r k e y ,  p l e a s e
b r i n g  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  s i d e  d i s h  t o  s h a r e .
6 : 3 0  a t  J e f f  a n d  R o n ' s  h o u s e  4 6 8 2
V e n t u r a  A v e ,  S a n  J o s e .  S e e  a t t a c h e d  m a p .

XMAS PARTY A T  " T H E  BROADWAY". D i n n e r ,  d a n c i n g
and s o c i a l i z i n g  w i t h  t h e  f o l k s  f r o m
BIAMT. C a l l  B i l l  a t  ( 4 0 8 )  2 7 7 - 0 6 4 4  f o r
i n f o ,  a n d  c o S t .

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING a n d  p o t l u c k  d i n n e r .
Xmas t h e m e  f o r  t h i s  o n e  ( s u r p r i z e ! )  a t
Herb  Z e m a n ' s  h o u s e  i n  P a l o  A l t o .  M o r e
i n f o  i n  t h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r .

BIG B A S I N  CAMPING T R I P
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  r a i n  s o m e  v e r y  b r a v e  s o u l s  f r o m

HTG s u c c e e d e d  i n  g e t t i n g  t o  B i g  B a s i n  a n d  h a v i n g  a  g r e a t  t i m e .
E i g h t  p e o p l e  m a d e  i t  f o r  t h e  c a m p - o u t  a n d  t w o  j o i n e d  u s  o n

S u n d a y  f o r  t h e  p i c n i c .  W e  h a d  p l e n t y  o f  g o o d  f o o d ;  n o  o n e  w a s  o n
a d i e t  f o r  t h i s  t r i p !

T h e  a n i m a l s  w e r e  f r i e n d l y ,  w i l d  a n d  n o i s y  a t  t i m e s ,  j u s t
l i k e  t h e  m e m b e r s .  W e  h i k e d  p i n e  c o v e r e d  m o u n t a i n s ,  w a l k e d  r e d w o o d
t r a i l s ,  a n d  e x p l o r e d  t h e  B i g  B a s i n  m u s e u m .  I f  y o u  m i s s e d  t h i s
t r i p ,  y o u  m i s s e d  l o a d s  o f  f u n .
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MEETING MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 9

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0  m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d  o u r  m e e t i n g  l a s t  m o n t h
h o s t e d  b y  B i l l  C o l l i n s .

Our  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  w e r e  Wa h e e d  " L a r r y "  G h i l z a i  a n d  h i s
a t t o r n e y  L i z  S h i v e l l .  T h e y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s u i t  f i l e d  a g a i n s t
SEEO. I n c .  f o r  a l l e g e d  h a r a s s m e n t  a b o u t  L a r r y ' s  s e x u a l
o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  f o r  i s o l a t i n g  h i m  f r o m  o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s  b e c a u s e  o f
r u m o r s  t h a t  h e  h a d  c o n t r a c t e d  A I D S .  ( S e e  e n c l o s e d  n e w s p a p e r
a r t i c l e s . )

T h i s  c o u l d  v e r y  p o s s i b l y  b e c o m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  G a y  R i g h t s
c a s e ,  a n d  h e l p  m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  d e c i d i n g  t o  s t a y  i n ,  o r  c o m e
o u t  o f ,  t h e  c l o s e t ,  a t  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .

R i c k  R u d y ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  H T G  a s k e d  h o w  w e ,  a s  a n
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e .  M s  S h i v e l l  a n t i c i p a t e d
t h a t  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  h e l p  w i t h  p h o t o  c o p y i n g ,  m e d i a
c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  s u c h  w o r k .  S i m p l y  k e e p i n g  t h e  G a y
t e c h n i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i n f o r m e d  w o u l d  b e  o f  i m m e n s e  h e l p .  O t h e r
t h a n  M s  S h i v e l l ' s  f e e s  ( w h i c h  a r e  b e i n g  h a n d l e d  b y  Wa h e e d )  f u n d s
a r e  n e e d e d  t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  c o u r t  c o s t s .  A  t r u s t  f u n d  i s  b e i n g  s e t
up f o r  d o n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e s e  c o s t s .

HTG c a n  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  W a h e e d ' s  c a s e .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e
t o  s e t  u p  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  v a r i o u s  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h i s
c a n  b e  d o n e .  A n y  i n t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s h o u l d
c o n t a c t  D e n n y  a t  ( 4 0 8 )  2 9 2 - 6 4 7 5  a n d  l e a v e  y o u r  n a m e  a n d  n u m b e r .
M o r e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  t o p i c  a t  n e x t  m o n t h ' s  m e e t i n g .

HTG h a s  h e a r d  f r o m  a  g a y ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e c r u i t e r  i n  S a n
F r a n c i s c o .  H i s  n a m e  i s  S t e v e  R o s e n q u i s t ,  a n d  h e  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n
s e m i - c o n d u c t o r  p r o c e s s  e n g i n e e r s .  I f  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S t e v e ' s
s e r v i c e s ,  p l e a s e  p h o n e  h i m  a t  ( 4 1 5 )  5 5 0 - 8 6 8 3 .

L a s t  m o n t h s  n e w s l e t t e r  i n c l u d e d  a  c o p y  o f  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  o n e
o f  o u r  m e m b e r s ,  B o b  K a n e f s k y ,  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a y  Ta s k  F o r c e .

Bob h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  r e p l y  f r o m  NGTF w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
F a i r c h i l d  h a d  i n  f a c t  r e p l i e d  t o  NGTF q u e r i e s  a b o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y
p o l i c i e s  b a s e d  o n  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  a  p o s i t i v e  m a n n e r .
F a i r c h i l d ' s  r e p l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  d a t e d  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o .
The  r e p l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  p r o v i d e d  e q u a l  e m p l o y m e n t
o p p u r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  s e x u a l  p r e f e r e n c e  w a s  n o t  a  c o n s i d e r e d
f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  e m p l o y m e n t ,  r e t e n t i o n  o r  j o b  p r o m o t a b i l i t y
a t  F a i r c h i l d .

I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d i s s e m i n a t e d
w i t h i n  F a i r c h i l d  c o m p a n y  p e r s o n n e l  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

HIG w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  i f  t h e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  y o u  w o r k  f o r  h a s
a s t a t e d  p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  I s  t h e  p o l i c y
w i d e l y  p u b l i c i z e d ?  C a n  y o u  s e n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h a t  p o l i c y  t o  W I G ?
We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  i n c l u d e  n o t e s  o n  v a r i o u s  c o m p a n i e s  i n  e a c h
n e w l e t t e r .



OTHER I T E M S  O F  N O T E
R i c k  R u d y  a n d  S t e v e  C o m p l e t o  a r e  t w o  o f  t h e  n e w  o w n e r s  o f

t h e  S i l v e r  F o x  ( f o r m e r l y  K e v a n s ) .  V a r i o u s  m e m b e r s  o f  H T G  h a v e
v i s i t e d  t h e  b a r  t w i c e  n o w  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a f t e r - t h e a t r e
f e s t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  i s  t r u l y  " A  F r i e n d l y  P l a c e  t o  D r i n k " .

P a c i f i c  V e n t u r e s ,  a  g a y  o r i e n t e d  t r a v e l  c l u b ,  i s  s p o n s o r i n g
a t r i p  t o  A c a p u l c o  t h e  w e e k  o f  N o v .  2 6  t h r u  D e c .  4 ,  ' 8 3 .  C o s t
a n d  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  D a n  P a r s o n s  a t  ( 4 1 5 )  9 4 1 -
4 0 4 8 .

T h e  h o u s e  w a r m i n g  a n d  A I D S / K S  f u n d - r a i s e r  a t  M a x  a n d
N o r m a n ' s  w a s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  s u c c e s s !  M a n y  H T G  m e m b e r s  s h o w e d  u p  a n d
t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o t a l e d  n e a r l y  $ 6 0 0 .  H e a r t f e l t  t h a n k s  t o  t h o s e
o f  y o u  w h o  d o n a t e d  s o  g e n e r o u s l y !

New m e m b e r  B o b  M o o r e  i s  s e e k i n g  w o r k .  H e  h a s  d o n e
e l e c t r o n i c s  s t o c k r o o m  s u p e r v i s i n g ,  e x p i d i t i n g ,  g e n e r a l  c l e r i c a l ,
a n d  a c c o u n t s  p a y a b l e  a n d  r e c e i v e a b l e ;  h e  i s  a l s o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h
ASK s o f t w a r e .  D o e s  a n y b o d y  h a v e  a n  ° p e n n i n g  f o r  B o b ?  C a l l  h i m  a t
( 4 1 5 )  5 9 3 - 7 8 6 6  o r  ( 4 1 5 )  4 9 3 - 7 9 9 4 .
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Firm sued over AIDS rumor
Ex-worker seeks $30 million from SEEQ for alleged harassment
B y  L i n d a  Go lds ton
Staff Wr i t e r

An electronics worker  i s  seeking $30
million in damages from SEEQ Inc. of San
Jose for allegedly harassing him about his
homosexuality and for isolating him from
other employees because o f  rumors that
he had AIDS.

Waheed " L a r r y "  Ghilzai, who said he
does not  have Acquired Immune Def i-
ciency Syndrome, contends that company
officials did nothing to stop an AIDS slan-
der campaign against him. His suit, f i led
in Santa Clara County Superior Court in
July, a l so  seeks damages because o f
derogatory comments he  says company
officials, including h is  supervisor, made

AIDS rumor: gay sues
AIDS, f rom Page 1B
nel f o r  SEEQ, said neither he nor
other company officials could com-
ment on the suit because "the matter
is in litigation."

As a  result o f  h is treatment a t
SEEQ, Ghilzai charges in the lawsuit,
he has been forced to  seek medical
and psychiatric treatment for physi-
cal and emotional distress, including
sleeplessness. depression, weight loss
and suicidal tendencies.

"Before this happened, I  had read
a l o t  about the AIDS hysteria and
how gays were being treated," he
said Thursday. " I t  felt  l ike a night-
mare coming true."

According t o  t h e  su i t ,  Lonny
Wright, a  supervisor, and  Kev in
Curnes, another SEEQ employee,
said i n  f ront  o f  witnesses June 17
that Ghi lza i  was  suffer ing f r o m
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during the past year about his homosexual-
ity.

AIDS has claimed more than 900 vic-
tims in the United States. A disorder that
destroys the body's ability to fight infec-
tion, the disease has been discovered in
male homosexuals, intravenous d r u g
users, Haitians and hemophiliacs. I t  is usu-
ally fatal.

The suit charges that company officials
began moving other employees from Ghil-
zai's work station after the AIDS rumors
surfaced in early June, said his attorney,
Elizabeth L. Shivell of San Jose.

"The AIDS rumor was the reason people
were told they were being moved" away
from Ghilzai, Shivell said Thursday.

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome. The two are among the co-de-
fendants named in the suit.

A few days after the alleged state-
ment, Ghilzai said, he came to work
and found on the company's premises
a f l ier  l inking him wi th AIDS. The
flier said: " L A R R Y  GHILZAI  —
STOP SPREADING AIDS — Q U I T
NOW."

Neither Ghilzai no r  his lawyer
knows who was responsible for  the
flier.

Ghilzai said he immediately wrote
a letter to Lyons, vice president o f
personnel, in forming  h i m  o f  t he
statements being made about h i m
having AIDS and their effect on his
co-workers and on his work environ-
ment.

The suit says Lyons took no action
to check on the allegations about
Ghilza

In addition, Ghilzai claims that he ivas
moved to an isolated spot in the plant that
was unsafe. As  a result o f  that, he con-
tends, his hair began falling out.

Ghilzai, a  native o f  Afghanistan who
now is unemployed and living in Fremont.
quit his job as a  chemical technician at
SEEQ on June 23 "after suffering cotiw!•
erable embarrassment and  emotional
anguish," according to the lawsuit.

"My life has become pointless and sad,"
Ghilzai said through his lawyer Thursday.
"There's no way to mend my reputation or
my fami ly 's  reputation i n  the Afghani
community."

Dennis Lyons. vice president of person-
See AIDS, Page 313
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