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by Don Nelson
The gay and lesbian community has

someone else to be proud of in Donna
Hitchens who was recently sworn in as
Superior Court judge in San Francisco.
Donna, who was the guest speaker at
last months meeting, discussed her cam-
paign, the lack of and need for diversity
on the judiciary and her experience as
a parent of two children.

Donna began her presentation by
mentioning an article in a recent
newsletter published by the California
Bar Association stating that "the inde-
pendence and integrity of the judiciary
is in great jeopardy." She said the ar-
ticle outlined four reasons, one of them
was her successful election to the
bench. Attacking her, not because she
was a lesbian, she said, but because she

by Dave Conger
The HTG Spring bike ride and pic-

nic will take place on Saturday April
20th in Coyote Hills Regional Park in
Fremont. Coyote Hills Park is a
wildlife sanctuary which includes
sweeping views of the bay from San
Jose to San Francisco, has 2000 year-
old Indian shell mounds and miles and
miles of paved trails ideal for hiking or
riding. Lots of birds abound, and even
casual bike riders will find the paved
trails easy.

We'll set up the barbeque and uten-
sils in the Dairy Glen area. Plan on
bringing something to throw on the
coals, which should be ready around
12:30. There is no water at Dairy Glen
(although there is water as Cochenyo
Trailhead and the Naturalist Center at
Hoot Hollow), and no food available
anywhere in the park, so be sure to
bring everything you want for lunch.

Dave Conger will lead a ride
around the shoreline and back to the
Naturalist Center after lunch, so be
sure to bring your bikes! This is a love-
ly and little-known park and should be
a new experience for us all.

To get to Coyote Hills Regional
Park, take 84 (Dumbarton Bridge) to

Superior Court Judge Donna Hitchens
beat an incumbent, the first time that
has happened in 17 years in San Fran-
cisco. The article cited this as motive
for policizing the bench to which
Donna pointed out George
Deukmejians' appointment record as
governor.

She found it interesting that of the
11 judicial appointments he made in
San Francisco, none were to persons of
color or a gay or lesbian and only one
was a women. "He had 8 years to do
something about diversity on the bench
and, of course failed to do it. And I
was accused of politicizing the bench
because I said this was unacceptable."

Like the executive and legislative
branches of government, she says the
judiciary "needs to, in some way, reflect
the communities it serves and the

HTG Spring Bike Ride
Fremont and exit on Paseo Padre
Boulevard headed north. Go left on
Patterson Ranch Road (yes; it's the
rough road that seems to go nowhere)
into the Park and look for the Quarry
Parking Lot (first left in park).
Entrance to the park will cost $2.50.

By Allan Hurst
HTG/Outreach BBS now has an

area code (408) "local access" phone
number! A t  the February meeting,
HTG's membership voted for HTG to
provide financing for a San Jose BBS
phone number for a three-month trial
period.

The BBS's San Jose phone number
is (408)289-1921 Calls are accepted at
2400, 1200, and 300 bps.

The San Jose phone number makes
use of a private BBS telephone net-
work called "BayNet," which connects
BBSes in San Francisco, San Jose, San
Mateo, and Hayward.

To call HTG/Outreach BBS from
the (408) area code: follow these steps:

1. Have your computer or terminal
dial (408)289-1921
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values of those communities." Donna
went on to say that without diversity on
the bench, there are few ways for
judges to be educated on such matters.
She pointed out that few judges have
the opportunity to be involved in litiga-
tion that is about discrimination, some-
thing Donna and her partner ex-
perienced when they tried to co-adopt
a child.

Of her campaign, Donna said she
was told that there was no possibility
that she would win given that she was
running against an incumbent, that
there had never been an openly lesbian
elected to public office (she ran in
June of 1990) anywhere in the country
and that people weren't used to voting
for a judge. She attributes her success

See Hi tchens,  page  6

Hike down the Quarry Trail about 1/2
mile to the Dairy Glen area.

You can also get there from Arden-
wood Boulevard. Turn onto Com-
merce, which turns into Patterson
Ranch and just follow it into the park.

SEE YOU THERE!

HTG BBS Gets Area Code 408 Number
2. At the BayNet "LOGIN:'

prompt, type "HTG" and press your
[RETURN] key (may be marked as
[ENTER] on some keyboards).

3. If a line is available, BayNet will
connect you to HTG/Outreach BBS.

4. Proceed with your BBS login as
you normally would.

HTG/Outreach's San Jose phone
number carries a fixed fee of
S30/month. A t  the end of the three-
month trial period (mid-May), usage
of the (408) line will be evaluated, and
continuance of the service will be
voted upon again by the HTG member-
ship.
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Sign Up For HTG Activities
When signing up for an activity, please do NOT send the

payment to the HTG PO box. Mail it directly to the person
running the activity, or if their address is unknown, send it
to:
HTG Activities c/o Steve Weirauch
3294 Mt. Logan Dr. San Jose, CA 95127
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Letters to The Membership
Editors note: The following are letters received in

January from other Gay and Lesbian High Tech organiza-
tions regarding the passing of Rick Rudy.

To the membership of High Tech Gays,
On behalf of the board of Directors of NOGLSTP, I

would like to extend to all of you our sincerest condolen-
ces on the passing of Rick Rudy.

Even though Rick and some of our officers differed on
matters of organization, we all had the utmost respect for
Rick as a leader, scientist, professional, and activist.

It is with the loss of leaders such as Rick that we must
remind ourselves how precious our time and energy are on
this planet. Our organizations have much common ground
and many things to learn from each other. The heart of
the matter is what counts and how we politic around it less
important. We hope that we can share with each other as
we reach for our common goals. We support your efforts
and we send our deepest sympathy in your loss. I t  is our
loss too.

Sincerely,
Rochelle Diamond, NOGLSTP chair
PS. Enclosed you will find a personal check ($75) to en-

hance your Richard P. Rudy Gay and Lesbian Community
Service Award Fund.

Dear HTG,
The Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Scientists regrets to

hear of the passing of Rick Rudy. A s  an organization of
similar nature to yours we realize how much that must
hurt. We have in our LAGLS family, members who
belonged to HTG, just as you have members who once
belonged to LAGLS.

It is with this in mind that we would like you to accept
this check for $100.00 in the name of Rick Rudy to help
fund your annual Richard P. Rudy Gay and Lesbian Com-
munity Service Award (as mentioned in your December
Newsletter).

Rick was a true leader, both as your president and as a
NGLTF board member. We honor his efforts as a gay
scientist and citizen. We hope this will encourage others
to follow in his footsteps. May this token of our apprecia-
tion for Rick help others to take up his noble causes.

Sincerely, Rochelle Diamond and Will Jenkins, Chairs

HTG Activity Refund/Cancellation Policy
All HTG activities are self-supporting with no funds

budgeted from the treasury. Many of the costs involved in
organizing an activity are non-refundable to HTG, therefore,
unless specified otherwise, refunds cannot be given for can-
cellations. The only exception is if someone is found to fill
the vacant slot.

March 1991



San Jose, California H T G  Newsletter

PABAC Committee
Wednesday, February 20

The committee meets at Dave's
in Mountain View at 7:30 p.m.
We're going to be working on let-
ters to state legislators in support of
AB 101. I f  you'd like to join us,
leave a message on Voicemail and
someone will call you with direc-
tions.

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Palo Alto Players
Friday, March 1, 1991

If you ordered tickets, meet
Gene outside the Lucy Stern
Theater in Palo Alto at 7:40 p.m.

Activities Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 5

We're going up to Gene's in Palo
Alto this month. We could use help
in planning and organizing our ac-
tivities. I f  you need directions, leave
a message on Voicemail and some-
one will call and let you know how
to get there

HTG Monthly Meeting
Sunday, March 10

The meeting will begin with our
potluck starting at 6:30 pm. at the
Billy DeFrank Community Center
on Stockton Ave. in San Jose. The
business meeting will begin at 8:00
pm. Please bring a food dish to
share if you will attend the potluck.
New members or Interested per-
sons, welcome, you are encouraged
to attend!

Iron Mountain Ski Weekend
March 15 - 17

There may still be time to join in
this trip. The cost is $45.00 per per-
son ($55.00 for non-members), shar-
ing a double bed, with four persons
per room. Call Bill at 415/490-7571
if you are interested. The ski area
has a full cafeteria for all meals.

Silicon Valley Gay Men's Chorus
Saturday, March 16

If you're not off skiing at Iron
Mountain, come see the chorus in a
"fun" concert built around an old-

HTG Activities Calendar
time melodrama theme. You can
get tickets from any of the seven or
eight HTG members who also sing
with the chorus.

Wizard of Oz
Civic Light Opera 3
Wednesday, March 20

If you bought season ticket, don't
forget that tonight is the night.

Big Lil's Cabaret
Olde Tyme Melodrama

And Slightly Bawdy Vaudeville
Friday, March 22

Now that you've gotten in the
mood at the chorus concert, join in
a really rambunctious, rootin'-
tootin' evening of villains, damsels
in distress, hunky-but-dumb heros,
beer, popcorn, vaudeville, and just
general hell-raisin'. The cost will be
$16.50, which includes a private all-
you-can-eat pizza supper from
House of Pizza at 6:45 p.m., before
the general madness commences.
Signups will continue to be taken at
March meeting.

PABAC Committee
Wednesday, March 27

The meeting moves to Pat's this
month. Details will be available at
the March FITG meeting.

April Fools Stairway Hike
Sunday, March 31

Donna continues two venerable
HTG traditions: the April Fools
Day stairway hike that isn't on April
Fools Day, and the Tacky Tour of --
Fisherman's Wharf. She'll have
maps and such at the March meet-
ing.

Bike Ride and Picnic
Saturday, April 20

We'll spend the day picnicking
and bike riding at Coyote Hills
Regional Park, on the bay in
Fremont. Get off highway 84 (Dum-
barton Bridge) at Paseo Padre Blvd.
heading north, turn left onto Patter-
son Ranch Road (definitely not a
major road) into the park and then
watch for HTG signs. We won't
know until that day exactly where

we're picnicking. Be there by noon -
we'll have a charcoal grille going.
After lunch, Dave will lead us on a
bike ride around the nature
preserve. The bike paths are paved
and level.

Brunch Cruise
Sunday, May 19

This is still pretty iffy, but you
might want to keep it in mind while
planning your calendar.

Pacific Overtures
Civic Light Opera 4

Wednesday, May 22

Rancho Cicada Camping
May 24 - 27 (Maybe)

May 31 -  June 2 (2nd Choice)

At press time, we're still waiting
to hear from Dave whether the
Memorial Day weekend is available.
If it is, we'll have a three-day
weekend; otherwise, we'll go a week
later for a regular two-day. I f  you
don't know about about camping at
Rancho Cicada, just ask anyone
who's gone. We've been going for
about three to four years now, and
we've just about given up on other
camping trips (except for July 4th,
see below).

Mt. Lassen Camping
July 4 - 7

It was the Mt. Lassen trip in 1986
that started HTG's tradition of July
4th camping trips at locations too
far away for a normal 2-3 day
weekend. People still get lost in
memories of Al's several trips to the
bottom of the crater in the Cinder
Cone, Dave's skinny-dip in a freez-
ing mountain stream (that may be
where he learned to do his Tarzan
yell), and the problem of preventing
Marty's curiosity from luring him
into putting his hand into a boiling
thermal spring.

March 1991 P a g e  3


