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Congressional Candidate Tom Nolan, Speaker at May Meeting
Openly gay San Mateo Supervisor,

Tom Nolan, who recently entered the
race for 12th District congressional
seat, was the guest speaker at the
May HTG meeting.

Nolan is seeking the seat to be va-
cated by Rep. Tom Campbell (R-San
Mateo), who will be running for retir-
ing Sen. Alan Cranston's Senate seat.

As a second term president of the
San Mateo County Board of Super-
visor, Nolan submits his record as one
that "can be characterized as one of
willingness to take on the truly tough
issues, characterized as one willing to
propose solutions and finally one char-
acterized by the ability to work with a
wide range of individuals, organiza-
tions, and interests to achieve results."

Sup. Nolan has been very suppor-
tive of issues within the community
and without. Tom serves on the El-
lipse Peninsula AIDS Services Board
of Directors and authored the San
Mateo County AIDS non-discrimina-
tion ordinance. Considered as one of

Gay Community Gives Input in Selection
of New Police Chief

by Pete Conroy
Recently, Mr. Les White, City

Manager of San Jose, invited High
Tech Gays to participate in a com-
munity forum to discuss the qualities
that he and his selection committee
should look for in candidates to suc-
ceed Joseph McNamara, who recently
announced his retirement as Chief of
the San Jose Police Department. Don
Nelson and Pete Conroy attended the
forum, which included a broad
spectrum of community groups.

Acting as HTG's representative,
Pete joined 30 to 40 others in present-
ing their views to Mr. White and Ms.
Regina Williams, Assistant City
Manager. Also in attendance to
present the gay and lesbian perspective
were Wiggsy Sivertsen and Paul
Wysocki, both of the Bay Area

Municipal Elections Committee
(BAYMEC).

Following is a copy of Pete's state-
ment:

I would like to thank you for this op-
portunity to express our views on this
matter.

First and foremost on everyone's list
of priorities for the new chief, of
course, is to maintain San Jose's envi-
able record of having the lowest crime
rate of all major American cities.

Recently, I read an article in the
local press speculating on the odds for
and against some potential candidates.
Prominent among the factors being
weighed was the ethnic background of
several of the candidates -- a factor
seen as strongly in favor of those par-
ticular candidates.

Continued on page 2.
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the areas leading experts on transpor-
tation, he also serves on the commit-
tee to get Bay Area Rapid Transit
(BART) to the San Francisco Airport
and Caltrain extended to downtown
San Francisco.

This was Tom's second visit as
guest speaker to an HTG and, given
the applause at the end of his presen-
tation, one who is held in high regard.

June HTG Meeting
Wayne Herriford will be on hand

to discuss the first Sino-American
Symposium on the Management of
HIV. Wayne was a member of the
contingent of approximately one
hundred fifty people from the US,
whose background involved the HIV
virus and AIDS, who travelled to
China last November. The delegation
was led by Dr. Constance Wofsy of
San Francisco State University and
was organized by People to People,
Inc. of Spokane, WA.

Wayne will be discussing his obser-
vations of life in China, as it relates to
HIV, as well as life in general. I n  ad-
dition to showing slides of the trip, he
will relate his experiences visiting the
local "AIDS Surveillance Clinics", dis-
cussions with the Chinese regarding
homosexuality, sexually transmitted
diseases and drug addiction.

Join High Tech
Gays at the San
Jose Gay and
Lesbian Pride
Celebration on

June 8th and 9th
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Wiggsy Sivertsen (1) and Pete Conroy give input at the
community forum for selecting the new San Jose Police
Chief.
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vil days when such an ethnic background would have dis-
qualified these candidates from any advancement, let alone ap-
pointment as the chief of the department.

It's been a century or more since Joe McNamara's ances-
tors, like mine, were confronted with "Irish need not apply"!
It's been barely a generation since most of the legal barriers
against Afro- and Asian-Americans fell.

But today, there is one final minority against whom many
people still feel it is "okay" to discriminate. Indeed, the laws in
many places seem to promote the idea -- by their silence, if
nothing else -- that gays and lesbians are a legitimate target of
the abuse of legal and human rights now guaranteed to all
others.

We in the gay community hope to see a police chief ap-
pointed who will not accept the proposition that there is some
hidden exception attached to the statement that "...all men are
created equal, that they are endowed w i t h  certain un-
alienable rights L i f e ,  Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."

We hope to see someone who will make it clear to every of-
ficer in the department that all persons are to be treated with
dignity and fairness; that an officer's personal beliefs, likes and
dislikes, or prejudices, have no place influencing the even-
handed performance of duty. Most especially, we hope that
the new chief will make it clear that the San Jose Police
Department has no place for someone who would use the
badge and gun as the tools of a bully.

Immediately and specifically, we feel that the new chief
should ensure that all officers are aware of their responsibility
to make adequate reports of any incidents identified as hate
crimes and should see that all officers are trained in the
proper procedures for doing so.

We believe that the new chief should take immediate steps
to see that the gay and lesbian sensitivity training given several
years ago is made a permanent part of recruit training and
that it is included in refresher training for veteran officers.

We would like to see the new chief make an outreach to the
gay and lesbian community for police recruits, and we would
like to see the fostering of an atmosphere within the depart-
ment that would encourage existing gay and lesbian officers --
and make no mistake, there are existing gay and lesbian of-
ficers -- encourage them to abandon their closets and declare
themselves openly and proudly gay.

One final note in closing. I  hope you noticed that my com-
ments about our new police chief did not involve the use of a
single masculine pronoun. Whether Joe's replacement is a
Joseph or a Josephine, please find us the best person you pos-
sibly can.

Thank you.

Palo Alto
(415) 494-3363

Son Jose
(408) 947-3234

George I. Deabill, PhD
Clinical Sexologist

Marriage & Family Therapist

PD Box 60363 •  P o l o  Alto CA 94306
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Noises Off
Palo Alto Players

Saturday, June 1
I f  you bought tickets for this,

please meet Gene outside the Lucie
Stern Theatre in Palo Alto at about
7:45.

Activities Committee
Tuesday, June 4

This month's meeting is at Pete's
home in West San Jose. We'd like
to see some new faces. Call
Voicemail and leave a message if
you'd like to attend and need direc-
tions. Try  to arrive by 7:00 p.m.

Silicon Valley Gay Men's Chorus
Friday June 7 and Saturday June 8
The concerts will start at 8:00

p.m. each evening at Christ the
Good Shepherd Church, 1550
Meridian Avenue, San Jose (that's
two blocks north of Hamilton
Avenue). Even though the concert
in March was a complete sellout,
there should be plenty of space for
this one, since it is being presented
twice. Tickets are $8.00; $5.00
under age 13.

San Jose Gay Pride Celebration
Saturday June 8, Noon to 10 p.m.

Sunday June 9, Noon to 6 p.m.
The festivities start off this year

with a short parade down Stockton
Street from Villa Avenue to the De-
Frank Center. The parade is
scheduled to start at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday. Please come out and join
the HTG contingent. I f  you would
like to volunteer to help staff the
HTG booth at the fairgrounds, call
Voicemail and leave a message.

HTG Monthly Meeting
Sunday June 9

Our monthly meeting and pot-
luck will be held at the Billy De-
Frank Center on Stockton St. in San
Jose. Please bring a dish to share
for the potluck which starts at 6:30
pm. Wayne Herriford will talk
about his trip to China last year as
part of a contingent of AIDS
caregivers who shared experiences
with their Chinese counterparts.
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HTG Activities Calendar
Les Miserables

Wednesday, June 12
After what you paid for this tick-

et, for heavens' sake, don't forget to
go. Your ticket has details of time
and place.

Wine Tour and Camping
June 22 - 23

It's very doubtful that there will
be any spaces left by the time you
read this, but if you want to check
for sure, call Voicemail and leave a
message.

San Francisco Gay Pride Parade
and Rally

Sunday June 30
Wear your HTG T-shirt or sweat-

shirt and join the marching contin-
gent or volunteer to staff our booth
at Civic Center.

Mt. Lassen Camping
July 3 - 7

This is shaping up to be another
dynamite holiday weekend. Donna
reports that a large group of women
members have already signed up
and we'd all love to see even more.
We have two group campsites
reserved from noon, Wednesday
July 3 until noon, Sunday July 7.
The cost is $20.00 for members;
$25.00 for non-members. This
covers campground fees, wood, char-
coal, propane, ice, and paper goods.
You bring your food, beverages,
tents, etc. Bring some warm clothes

the campground elevation is
about 6000 feet. And please be sure
to carpool as much as possible.
Parking could turn out to be our big-
gest problem.

Cache Creek American River
Rafting and Camping
Friday-Sunday July 26-28

Guess what? Cache Creek
doesn't have any water in it at the
end of July. We're going instead to
the lower American River below
Lake Folsom. This is not to be con-
fused with a white water trip. I
think it is sometimes referred to as
a "Beer Float." We're adding camp-
ing Friday and Saturday nights to
make a weekend of it. The cost is
$55 per person ($60 for non-mem-
bers) for the one-day raft trip, in-
cluding lunch, plus the campground
fee for both nights. We're staying at

a commercial campground on Lake
Folsom with full amenities. That
means toilets, showers, store, etc.
You still have to bring your own
tent, sleeping bag, food, etc. HTG
supplies charcoal, propane,
firewood, and paper supplies.

San Francisco to Tiburon Biking
Saturday August 3

This is a repeat of HTG's very
first bike trip, about five or six years
ago. Despite the route, it is almost
entirely off-road and it's even rela-
tively level (with two nasty excep-
tions). We'll meet at the Em-
barkadero, ride to Sausalito, where
we have a picnic lunch, and then
continue on to Tiburon to catch the
Ferry back to San Francisco. We'll
have details and maps at the July
meeting (maybe even June).

Rancho Cicada Camping II
Friday - Sunday August 16 - 18

Maybe, maybe not? Yes! A t  the
May meeting someone volunteered
to organize this, so it looks like it is
on.

Horseback Riding/Picnic/Hiking
Saturday September 7

Yosemite Camping
Friday - Sunday September 20 - 22

HTG Activity Refund/Cancellation
Policy

All HTG activities are self-sup-
porting with no funds budgeted from
the treasury. Many of the costs in-
volved in organizing an activity are
non-refundable to HTG, therefore,
unless specified otherwise, refunds
cannot be given for cancellations.
The only exception is if someone is
found to fill the vacant slot.

Sign Up For HTG Activities
When signing up for an activity,

please do NOT send the payment to
the HTG PO box. Mai l  it directly to
the person running the activity, or if
their address is unknown, send it to:

HTG Activities cio Steve Weirauch
3294 Mt. Logan Dr. San Jose, CA
95127
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