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by Don Nelson
The December 16th issue of For-

tune magazine had an extensive article
on gays and lesbians in corporate
America. T h e  very positive and infor-
mative article discussed the Glass Ceil-
ing that many who are out face when
climbing the executive ladder. In-
clusion of homosexuality concerns in
diversity training, gay and lesbian
employee and personal experiences of
discrimination were included in the ar-
ticle as well.

For its part, HTG was referred to
as the "militant cousin" of the National
Organization of Gay and Lesbian
Scientists, Technicians and Profes-
sionals (NOGLSTP).

This is the time of year when all
those Year in Review" or "What's
Ahead in the New Year" articles and
commentaries start coming out so I

by Don Nelson
A report commissioned by the Pen-

tagon has criticized the argument used
to defend the government's anti-gay
policy -- that is, gays are a "security
risk" to the U.S. Armed Forces.
Department of Defense (DOD) direc-
tive No. 1332.14, states that
"homosexuality is incompatible with
military service."

But the report, "Homosexuality and
Personnel Security," concludes that
data does not exist to "support the
belief that being homosexual
predisposes a person to unreliability,
disloyalty, or untrustworthiness." T h e
document was prepared by Theodore
R. Sarbin, Ph.D., for the Defense Per-
sonnel Security Research and Educa-
tion Center, or PERSEREC.

Pentagon spokeswoman Susan Han-
sen was quoted in the Washington Post

Fortune And Fame
thought I would take advantage of the
season as well as give you some
thoughts I have about HTG.

The last year has been a full one for
HTG and what might be characterized
as a transition year.

There were some naysayers who felt
that the death of Rick Rudy also
spelled the death of HTG but 1991 has
definitely proved them wrong. Many
factors have contributed to the con-
tinued good health of the organization
in the last year.

Increased media attention including
TV coverage, articles about the or-
ganization and the use of HTG as a
resource for information has rein-
forced our stature.

Membership has been on the rise
after a gradual decline despite an in-
crease in dues. The new revenues
have been used to cover increased ex-

Pentagon Report Refutes Notion Gays
are "Security Risk"

at the time of the report's release that
the DOD has no plans to change the
military's policy of excluding gays and
lesbians from service. "This
report...has nothing to do with the over-
all policy," said Hansen.

Tim Drake, director of the Military
Freedom Initiative of the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF),
responded, "The refusal of the Pen-
tagon to recognize this report further
discredits their policy of discrimination
(and) defies logic. For years they
[military officials] have argued the
policy is justified because gays pose a
security risk. Now their own
authorities have concluded otherwise."

In a related story, U.S. District
judge Oliver Gasch has ruled in sup-
port of the Pentagon ban on gays and
lesbians in the military, saying the ban
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penses for the operation of the or-
ganization and expansion of the
electronic bulletin board.

The new "Family' membership op-
tion recognizes those in relationships
and saves them and the organization
some money. Those in difficult finan-
cial straits due to health or employ-
ment concerns have also been given
the opportunity to continue their mem-
bership with help.

The Activities Committee has con-
tinued to do an excellent job of provid-
ing well run and interesting events and
plan more for the future.

HTG has continued to be an impor-
tant resource of information and assis-
tance for people who are seeking to
change the non-discrimination policies
to include sexual orientation at their
companies. As  an interesting aside, re-
quests for such information have in-

Continued on Page 2.

AMA Delegates
Back Secret AIDS

Testing
(reprinted from December 12, 1991

edition of the San Jose Mercuty News)

Doctors at an American Medical As-
sociation meeting in Las Vegas voted
Wednesday in favor of testing patients
for the AIDS virus without their permis-
sion.

The policy, approved by the AMA's
House of Delegates, says that a doctor
who suspects that a patient might have
AIDS should be allowed to test the
patient for HIV even if the patient has
not been given a full explanation of the
test and consented.

Most states have laws requiring doc-
tors to get permission from patients for
the test and to counsel patients about
the test and its result.
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creased since the governor's veto of AB 101.
The meetings have been well attended due in part to

the various interesting and informative speakers. HTG has
also continued to be an important source of donations for
the various non-profit gay and lesbian organizations.

As for the future, I have a few things I would like to see
HTG do and a few things I hope will take place.

I would like to see more people become involved in the
Activities Committee and with PABAC. Both committees
provide valuable service to the organization and your invol-
vement would be greatly appreciated. One of the
problems that organizations like HTG must deal with is
the burnout of the few who typically run the group and
there needs to be more people to help.

More feedback from the membership would be ap-
preciated, both positive and negative as long as it is con-
structive and well intended. We need to hear from you
about the things you feel are important.

We are currently working on putting together high tech
related workshops to offer to the community. Network
concepts, assembling a personal computer and learning a
computer language are some of the proposed topics. We
will be providing more information in the future but let us
know now if you would be interested in getting involved or
as a resource.

I would like to see HTG take a more active stance with
the lobbying effort to change corporate non-discrimination
policies. This is a big job but one that is extremely impor-
tant for our future as a community.

I'm going to take a little space here to publicly thank
the many people who help run High Tech Gays and ask
that you do the same when you see them.

No organization like HTG can run without good finan-
cial management and someone like lynn yeager as
treasurer. I  just wish we could get more of her valuable
time.

What makes HTG in part so popular? That answer lies
with Activities Committee and its co-chairs, Steve
Weirauch and Bill McFarland, who month in and month
out strive to bring you interesting things in which to par-
ticipate.

And kudos to the Political and Business Action Commit-
tee (PABAC), headed by Dave Conger, for their letter suc-
cessful writing campaigns.

To Bob Correa, editor of the HTG newsletter, for bring-
ing us the newsletter each month despite having to deal
with sometimes recalcitrant contributors. (luv ya, Bob!)

Who does all those little things that make HTG appear
to run so smoothly and effortlessly? Why, our lovely
secretary, Chris Clarke, of course.

Lastly, I would like to especially thank my roommate
Pete Conroy. Committee meetings at the house, infre-
quent tirades on my part and getting called upon to do
things merely because of the fact that he is closest at hand
are just of few of the things he has to put up with.

All in all, the health of HTG is excellent and getting
better all the time. But remember that it takes an effort on
your part as well to keep the momentum going.

Happy New Year!
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Activities Committee
Tuesday January 7

This month's meeting is at Donna's
over in Willow Glen. I f  you have
some ideas for new activities and you
would like to help us plan and or-
ganize, come join us. Call Voicemail
and leave a message and we'll call
back with directions. The meeting
starts at 7:00 p.m.

HTG Monthly Meeting
Sunday January 12

Dr. Dennis McShane, a former
president of Bay Area Physicians for
Human Rights (BAPHR), and one of
the South Bay's primary AIDS
caregivers, will bring us up to date
with the latest information on AIDS
research and treatment.

Please bring something non-
perishible to put in the Aris food bas-
ket.

Dinner at California Culinary
Academy

Friday, January 17
Sorry about the date confusion last

month. We really wanted to do this
on a Saturday, but the CCA doesn't
present its buffet on weekends.

The academy is famous for training
some of the world's most talented
and creative chefs. These great chefs
of tomorrow present their finest crea-
tions in a "Grand Classical European
Buffet" in the Main Dining Room of
the academy.

HTG has arranged for a 7:30 seat-
ing, which means we must be there by
7:00. Call Voicemail to make your
reservation and arrange carpooling
(strongly recommended). The cost is
$36 for HTG members, $40 for non-
members (this includes tax and tip).
Signup deadline is January 8.

North Tahoe Ski Trip
January 24 - 26

Everybody else watches the Super
Bowl--we go skiing on relatively un-
crowded slopes. We have rented
cabins in the Tahoe-Donner area to
accommodate 20 people. The cost
for the weekend is 855 per person for
HTG members and $65 for non-mem-
bers. This includes the cabins and
continental breakfasts on Saturday
and Sunday mornings. We may or-
ganize Saturday dinner or go out
somewhere.
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HTG Activities Calendar
The deadline for signups is

January 1. I f  you want to go, call
voicemail, now. Do not wait until the
January meeting. I f  we don't have
enough people signed up by January
1, we will be forced to cancel one or
both of the houses.

CHESS
Civic Light Opera

Wednesday, January 29
Just a reminder for our season tick-

et holders.

Movie Night
Saturday, February 1

Mothra and Attack of the Mush-
room People are two of the titles men-
tioned. Those into cult films will un-
derstand. Details at the January meet-
ing.

Discover Downtown San Jose
Saturday, February 8

Finally, after six months of talking
about this, it is really going to happen.
We haven't worked out all the details,
yet, but it will probably include visits
to The Tech, the latest incarnation of
the predecessor to the Silicon Valley
High Technology Museum (previously
called The Garage), and the
Children's Discovery Museum. A d d
in lunch and maybe a conducted visit
to the (expensively) refurbished St.
Joseph's Cathedral, and we'll have a
pretty busy day.

Lots of details at the January meet-
ing.

Beach Blanket Babylon
Saturday February 15, 1992

For 17 years, this award-winning
musical has provided hilarious
parodies, fabulous costumes, out-
rageous props, and skyscraping head-
dresses. And it is still as dazzling as
it was when it opened. We have cen-
ter balcony seats reserved. Tickets
are $25; we must have payment by the
January meeting or we must cancel
unused spaces. I f  you can't make the
January meeting, call Voicemail.

Iron Mountain South Tahoe Skiing
February 21 -  23

As much fun as we've had at Iron
Mountain, there are just too many
problems: small, crowded rooms; high
prices; iffy food service, etc. We've
moved this trip back to the original

dates and over to the South Lake
Tahoe area.

We have two houses near Ski Run
Blvd., about five minutes from
Heavenly Valley. Each accom-
modates eight skiers. The cost for
the weekend is $60 for members, $70
for non-members. This includes con-
tinental breakfasts on Saturday and
Sunday.

One advantage of this area is that
it is only about five minutes from the
Stateline casinos, in case the snow
conditions aren't the greatest.

Dessert Orgy
Saturday, February 29

"Leap Day" comes once every four
years. Happily, our third dessert orgy
comes a little sooner. Start searching
those cookbooks! The prize
categories will be the same as last
time, including my special one, "Most
Like a Creature From Star Trek."
lyrm will have details.

Big Lil's Cabaret
Friday, March 13

This is a joint venture with Bay
Area Career Women. Details will be
forthcoming. Admission for members
(HTG & BACW) will be $18 ad-
vance, $20 at the door; for non-mem-
bers, $20 advance, $22 at the door.

Future Events
No details on the following yet, but

we just want to let you know what
we're working on.

Yosemite Skiing - Mar 20 - 22.
This may be doubtful, because of un-
availabilty of space at Yosemite. Stay
tuned.

Sweeney Todd - TheatreWorks -
Mar 29

Stairway Hike - Saturday, April 4
Orchid Nursery - April
Camping in Sunol - May 15 - 17

Sign Up For HTG Activities
When signing up for an activity,

please do NOT send the payment to
the HTG PO box. Send it directly to
the person running the activity, or if
address is unknown, send it to: HTG
Activities c/o Steve Weirauch 3294
Mt. Logan Dr. San Jose, CA 95127
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