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HTG contingent marching in the 2nd Annual San Jose Gay Pride Parade on Sunday, June 141h.

Assembly Bill 2601: Protecting Lesbians
and Gays in the Work Place

In his now infamous veto of AB101,
legislation that would have added sexual
orientation to the Fair Employment and
Housing A c t ' s  l i s t  o f  protected
categories, Governor Pete Wilson cited
that gays and lesbians are already
protected under Labor Code Sections
1101 and 1102.

AB2601, a  bi l l  sponsored by the
Lobby F o r  Individual Freedom and
Equality (LIFE), has two main goals: (1)
to get these protections for  gays and
lesbians written clearly into the law;
and, ( 2 )  t o  provide some rel ief t o
employers which does not exist under
current labor code provisions. F o r
example, the  Labor Code does no t
provide any exemptions fo r  religious
institutions o r  s m a l l  employers.
Therefore, they are currently subject to
the prohibition against sexual orientation
discrimination. AB2601 would create
those exemptions.

AB2601 is a win-win bill for both
employers and the gay and lesbian

community. Employers get exemptions
not currently provided in the law and
gays and lesbians get a clear, written
law. T h e  end result is that everyone
benefits by creating a healthy work envi-
ronment free of discrimination.

The b i l l  i s  currently headed fo r
Senate Sub-Committee for a vote, and
no one is speculating at this time what
Governor Wilson will do about AB2601
when i t  lands on  his  desk. L I F E
Executive Director Laurie McBride, has
asked the members o f  HTG to write
letters of support to LIFE and the author
of AB2601,  Assemblyman Te r r y
Friedman. She is especially interested in
letters from companies, both large and
small, as well.

If you own a  company o r  the
company you work for would be willing
to write a letter of support then please do
so as soon as possible. Address them to
Assemblyman Friedman whose address
is listed to the right. Also send a copy of
the letter to LIFE.
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HTG to Co-Sponsor
Lesbian and Gay
Workplace Issues

Conference
by Don Nelson

After Kevin Mallory's presentation
on the 2nd Annual Lesbian/Gay Work-
place Issues Conference, members voted
to contribute $500 and become a  co-
sponsor of the conference. Kevin repre-
sents HTG on the conference planning
committee.

This year's conference w i l l  b e
October 2-3 at Stanford University. The
main conference beg ins  Saturday
morning with a keynote speaker, plenary
sessions, and a series of topical work-
shops. T h e  conference planners have
designated three workshop tracks t o
encompass relevant issues for lesbian,
gay, and bisexual employees: Wo r k -
place Equality (with topics such as
"Starting a  Gay &  Lesbian Employee
Association," "HIV and the Americans
With Disabilities Act," and "Domestic
Partners Benefits"), Psycho-Social (with
topics such as "Sexism and Racism,"
"Homophobia: Internal and External,"
and "Starting a Support Group through
your Employee Assistance Program"),
and Career Issues (with such topics as
"Coming O u t  a t  W o r k  - -  Career
Suicide?," " O u t  Employees w i t h
Closeted Bosses," and "Lesbian/Gay/
Bisexual Networking").

More information and registration
details will be in future newsletters.

Assemblyman Terry Friedman
Room 4117, State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Laurie McBride -- Executive Director
Lobby for Individual Freedom

and Equality
926 J Street, Suite 1020
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Trying to recoup after the San Jose
Celebration, seventeen of us camped out
in the wilderness o f  Mann County the
weekend of June 19-21. W e  reserved a
"primitive group site" a t  Samuel P.
Taylor State Park. I  guess the term
"primitive" is relative since the campsite
had, in addition to the usual tables and
BBQ pits, a sink with running water and
restrooms with electrical outlets for our
hair dryers. There were even showers
across the road a t  the family camp.
However, they were reminiscent of coin-
operated car washes, costing $.25 for
five minutes. Water conservation must
have been on  the Park Department's
mind, as the stalls were large enough to
permit showering with a friend, or two,
or three -- multitasking at its best!

As expected, o u r  group quickly
redecorated the site with matching table
cloths, a  separate kitchen area, and a
pride banner. A s  evening set in, we had
some unexpected visitors who wanted to
join us for dinner -- 3 raccoons, a skunk,
a couple of deer, and a grey fox. Spooky
the raccoon and co. were able to pilfer
only a  chocolate croissant and some
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Pt. Reyes Camping Trip
by Steve Weirauch
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Styrofoam cups.
Speaking of food, this was our first

real camping tr ip where meals were
prepared as a group. (Rancho Cicada
doesn't count because of its Wolf stove,
hot tubs, and platform tents!) Everyone
pitched in to cook delicious meals, from
barbecued chicken and homemade corn-
bread, to veggie scramble and parmesan
potatoes. Judging from how little food
was left, we think i t  was a  success.
Special thanks to our dutch oven chef
Donna for the great blackberry cobbler!

On Saturday, many o f  us went
hiking at Point Reyes. W e  hiked from
the Visitor's Center to Arch Rock and
back -- a trip of either 8.2 or 9.2 miles,
depending upon which map you were
looking at. We had lunch on Arch Rock,
and Paul, always one to make friends
with the wildlife, was even showered
with gifts by a passing seagull. A t  the
creek j u m p i n g  competition, t h e
undisputed winner was Debbie, for her
unique style.

All too soon, we had to pack up and
head home, but we will definitely keep
this park on the list for future trips.

HTG Panel for the
Names Project Quilt

A committee has been formed to
construct a panel for the Names Project
Quilt commemorating members of HTG
who have died of AIDS.

If you would like to offer assistance
with the HTG panel or have suggestions
regarding design please call Don Nelson
at (408) 379-5074.

Mystery Party
Have you ever considered murder?

Can you improvise? D o  you have a
sense of humor?

HTG i s  sponsoring a n  audience
participation who-dun-it to be performed
as a DeFrank Center fund-raising benefit
on November 12th.

Twelve players (7 male, 5 female)
covering a broad range of ages and races
are required for the cast, plus six or so
others for backstage help, etc. I f  you
would like to volunteer or need more
information contact Alan D. Stephenson
at (408) 429-9655.

URSUS
Medical Group

\I H I P I I  \ I  D
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Printing
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Gaslighter Theater
Saturday, August 1

"The Phantom Rider; or The Scourge of
the Hills" is the current feature that will
give you a chance to hiss at the villain or
cheer for the light-hearted and simple-
minded hero. I t 's  too late to get tickets
through BIG, but i f  you're interested in
meeting us there, call the theater at 866-
1408 to  see i f  they sti l l  have tickets
available for that night.

Activities CommitteeCommittee
Tuesday, August 4

The meeting this month i s  a t  Dale's
home in Campbell. I f  you would like to
attend, leave a message on Voicemail
and we'll call back with directions as
soon as we know. The meeting starts at
7:00 p.m.

—v—
HTG Monthly Meeting

Sunday, August 9

This i s  our  annual picnic. S e e  the
directions and map on the back page of
this newsletter.

_ v _

Manteca Waterslides
Saturday, August 15

This is one o f  California's largest and
most elaborate waterparks. Y o u  can
pack a picnic lunch or get the barbecue
at the park. Donna will have details at
the August meeting. W e  aren't buying
tickets i n  advance; we' l l  just t r y  t o
organize carpools and someone will get
there early enough to  get some good
tables at the picnic ground.

_ v _
M. Butterfly

Friday, August 21

Theatreworks presents the 1988 Tony
award-winning drama about a  French
diplomat's relationship with a glamorous
Chinese opera star who is eventually
revealed to be a spy -- and a man! The
performance is at the Mountain View

Center a t  8:00 P.M. Dead l ine  f o r  A l v i s o  Marina at 11:00 a.m. - no signups
signups is at the August meeting. r e q u i r e d .

_ v _

KTEH Ice Cream Tasting
Saturday, August 29

Support your local PBS station while
you f i l l  u p  o n  delicious, fattening,
artery-clogging ice cream. The event is
at Westgate. We' l l  announce a time to
meet at the August meeting.

_ v _
Coyote Creek Biking and Picnic

Sunday, August 30

After stuffing yourself at the ice cream
tasting, come out and work off some of
those calories on a  Sunday bike ride.
Steve will have maps and other details at
the August meeting. Please note the
change of date and location.

_ v _
SALTIMBANCO
Cirque du Soleil

Tuesday, September 1

You may remember the critical raves
that Cirque du Soleil drew on their last
visit to the bay area several years ago.
It's too late to join the B IG group, but
tickets are available through Bass.

— V —

HTG at Great America
Saturday, September 19

Scream on the Vortex; hold hands on the
White Water Falls. We will meet at the
main entrance at 10:00 AM. I f  we meet
the 25-person minimum requirement,
we'll get discount tickets for  $15.50,
otherwise admission w i l l  be  $21.95.
(You must have cash or check for the
discount tickets, no plastic!)

Mountain-less Mt. Biking in Alviso
Sunday, September 27

The route is flat, but the trails are not
paved, so you probably don't want to try
this on a touring or racing bike. Meet at

—v—
Hearst Castle — San Luis Obispo

October 24 - 25

Visit M r.  Hearst's ranch a t  sunset!
Recently restored exterior lighting and
volunteers in  period dress will  help
recreate the ambiance o f  the 1930's.
After the tour we will head to a favorite
restaurant for dinner. Cost is $25 for the
tour and -$12 for dinner. Lodging infor-
mation will be provided. Contact Dale
at (408) 377-3810 if you are interested.
Sign up deadline is August 10th.

_ v _
Future Events

Details o f  the following events will
become available as they approach.

Renaissance Pleasure Faire
Saturday, September 26

Sailing on the Bay
Saturday, October 10

A Tacky Tour of Palo Alto
Sunday, October 16

Trashy! Tour (you'll see)
Saturday, November 7 (Date change)

Sign Up For HTG Activities
When signing up  fo r  an activity, please do  NOT
send the payment to  the HTG PO Box. S e n d  i t
directly t o  the person running the activity, o r  i f
address is unknown, send it to: H T G  Activities d o
Steve Weirauch, 3294 Mt.  Logan Dr.,  San Jose,
CA 95127.

SVGMC Flea Market Cancelled

The chorus' plan to have space at the De
Anza flea market in August went down
the tubes when our check was received
too late. Maybe in September.

No Plans for Labor Day Weekend?

Then, the BBB (Bayside Bar  Boys)
would like to invite B I G  members to
join them for a nude weekend at Rancho
Cicada on September 4-7. Cost is S110,
which includes food. C o n t a c t  John
Angel a t  ( 4 0 8 )  249-2571 f o r
information.
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