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Hate Crimes Task Force

by Don Nelson

Borm of the violent videotaped beat-
ing of a San Jose man by his neighbor,
and the subsequent anguish and resent-
ment felt by lesbian, gay and bisexual
community, the Santa Clara County
Human Relations Commission has
established a task force to address the
issues surrounding the incident.

Proposed by Paul Wysocki, the only
openly gay member of the commission,
the Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Task
Force has a goal to deal with institutional
and societal discrimination against les-
bian, gay, and bisexual people.
Membership in the task force is open to
anyone in the community who wishes to
join in the struggle.

In the year since its inception, the

task force has confronted many issues.
The task force has worked with the Santa
Clara County Department of Corrections
to bring sensitivity of gay, lesbian, and
bisexual issues into the Santa Clara
County Jail System. The task force is
also working on the Boy Scouts of
America's ban of homosexuals in their
organization, focusing on the United
Way as well for their funding of the BSA.

The Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual
Task Force meets on the first Monday of
each month at 5:30 P.M. at the County
Building, 70 West Hedding St., Lower
Level, San Jose. If you are interested in
becoming a member, drop by a meeting
or call Paul Wysocki at (408) 275-9211.
Women and people of color are espe-
cially welcome.

% S

Fired Gay FBI Agent
Asks Court for Class
Action Status

Attormey Dick Gayer is representing
Frank Buttino, a gay FBI agent who was
fired because of his sexual orientation and is
suing the agency for discrimination. Last
February, a judge denied the government's
motion for summary judgement based on
persuasive evidence provided by Buttino that
he was fired because he is gay. Here is an
update of the most recent developments.

In late August 1992, Buttino interviewed
four more FBI employees and a retired Per-
sonnel Officer (David Rarity). Rarity and the
new Personnel Officer, Steven Pomerantz,
admitted that the FBI currently viewed
homosexual conduct as a negative factor, and
that their gay-related policy had not changed
in the past 10 or 15 years. Another FBI
supervisory special agent said that the FBI
looked upon homosexual conduct as

See FBI, page 4

Next Meeting

At our next meeting on Sunday, October
11th, HTG will have the pleasure of wel-
coming John Vasconcellos, Assemblyman
for the new 22nd Assembly District to our
monthly potluck meeting.

John, whose career has spanned 26 years
of public service, has been a longtime friend
of the gay and lesbian community.

His accomplishments include the cre-
ation of the Assembly AIDS Budget Task
Force and legislation creating incentives for
AIDS vaccine research and development. He
has also authored key tax legislation to pro-
tect our creative software industry and
chaired the Assembly's effort to improve
California's business climate.

Where's the elevator to the bottom?: Dave Conger, who led a group of HTG members to the

Grand Canyon over Labor Day weekend, stands at the rim of this natural wonder before beginning
the decent to the bottom. See the article on Page 4.

Walk For AIDS '92

The third annual Walk for AIDS will
be Sunday, October 4th at 8:00 AM.
This is the largest fund-raising event in
the fight against AIDS in Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties. Join the thousands
of walkers, hundreds of teams and dozens
of corporate "superteams who are taking
positive action! This year the walk will
be through downtown San Jose, starting

at Park and Market Streets. If you can't
do the walk yourself sponsor someone to
help in the cause.

Walk for AIDS also needs volunteers
to prepare for the "Walk" and to organize
and monitor it on October 4th, 1992 To
sign up or for more information, contact
Walk for AIDS '92 at (408) 451-WALK
(9255).

Register to Vote!

This year's elections are critical to the
future of our civil rights. So, if you aren't a
registered voter, please
register...and then be sure to
vote on November 3rd. If you
won't be able to vote in person
on the 3rd, send in now to get
an absentee ballot.  For
information, contact the League of Women
Voters at (408) 554-9539.

Encourage your family and friends to

register and vote also.
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City Boards and
Commission Positions
Available

Let your gay and lesbian voice be heard on a vari-
ety of issues from Parks, Seniors, Fine Arts, Child Care,
Disability Awareness and Human Rights on a board or
commission for the City of San Jose.

To qualify, you must be a resident of San Jose and
have a commitment to being active in the community.

To take advantage of this unique opportunity, call
the City Clerk's office at (408) 277-4424. Applications
for terms beginning January 1, 1993 will be accepted
until October 1, 1992.

Do Not Hesitate...Participate!

Newsletter Article Deadline

Deadline for articles in the November newsletter is
Friday, October 16th.
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BERLINER, COHEN & BIAGINI

A PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS
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Out and Equal In—The '90s

Lesbian & Gay
Workplace Issues

‘ The Second Annual
......... Conference

Stanford, California

Pre-Conference
Session Conference
Friday, October 2, 1992 'n:_?;:n"ﬁte'?n
Conference (415) 641-6184

Saturday, October 3,1992

Registration Fees

Advance Registration $35.00
Day of Conference Registration $ 45'00
Pre-Conference Session $5'00
Social Event $1 0.00

The Second Annual Lesbian & Gay Workplace Issues Conference is
sponsored by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute
in conjunction with the Lesbian & Gay Employee Associations at
Chevron, Oracle Corporation, Pacific Bell, Pacific Gas & Electric
Company, and High Tech Gays.
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Renaissance Pleasure Faire
Saturday, September 26

It's going to be "Good Spirits Weekend" at
the Faire, with an amateur home brewing
competition, wine tasting, and "Spirited
Processions.” Meet us at the Faire's main
ticket window at 10 am. Admission is
$16.50 and parking is $4.00 per vehicle. If
you need directions or want help in plan-
ning carpools, call Dale at (408) 377-3810.

Activities Committee
Tuesday, October 6

We think the October meeting is at Gene's
in Palo Alto. If you would like to attend,
leave a message on Voicemail and we'll
call back with directions. The meeting
starts at 7:00 PM.

Sailin 9 on SF Bay

Saturday, October 10

We've chartered a sailboat for four hours
of sailing on San Francisco Bay, complete
with a skipper and crew to do all the work!
Cost is $38 for HTG members and $45 for
nonmembers. Sign up for this activity
soon, as the deadline is September 29.
Call HTG's Voicemail to sign up or for
more information.

HTG Monthly Meeting
Sunday, October 11

The potluck starts at 6:00 PM; the business
portion of the meeting at about 7:30. See
the directions and map elsewhere in the
newsletter.

Dinner at Cats
Wednesday, October 14

A revival of one of our most long-standing
activity traditions. The Cats is the road-
house on the right side of Highway 17 just
after you leave Los Gatos heading to Santa

By Pete Conroy

Cruz. They have a wonderful and reason-
able selection of steaks, ribs and chicken
and they give us marvelous service in their
private upstairs dining room. Gene will
take sign ups, with a $10 deposit, at the
October meeting.

Hearst Castle
October 24 - 25

We are going on one of the special Satur-
day evening tours featuring the newly
restored historic lighting and volunteers in
authentic period costumes recreating life as
it was in the early '30s. We have about 20
people who signed up for group reserva-
tions, but others can call MISTIX (the state
park ticket service) at (800) 444-7275 to
see if there are still individual spaces
available. (We're going on the 6:00 PM
tour.) We aren't arranging accommoda-
tions, but Dale has a list of recommended
motels close to one another in San Luis
Obispo. He'll probably organize a group
meal sometime, probably Saturday lunch.
You can call Dale at (408) 377-3810 for
further information.

HTG Halloween Party
Saturday, October 31

Jay Raley has volunteered his home on
North 20th Street for the rebirth of HTG's
annual gathering of hobgoblins, ghouls,
and assorted other nasties. More details
and directions (including the exact
address) at the October meeting. We're
going to ask for a small ($3.00) donation at
the door this year to help defray the costs.

Tras 'X,Tour

Saturday, November 7

OK, we've been teasing your imagination
long enough. This will be a tour of BFI's
recycling center in Fremont. It's been
written up in several publications over the
last six months or so, and is reputed to be

HTG Activities Calendar

very interesting, and not really as smelly as
you might imagine. Details will be forth-
coming.

Lisbon Traviata
Friday, November 13

This is by the Palo Alto Players at the
Lucy Stern Theater in Palo Alto. The cost
is $15.00, and Gene will need sign ups,
with full payment, at the October meeting.

Spelunkin
Saturgley, Novombgr 14

Paul has arranged a 3 1/2 hour "Down-
stream Circuit Spelunking Tour" at
Califomia Caverns near Angels Camp.
Hard hats and overalls will be provided -
but expect to get muddy. There will be hot
showers and hot tubs available afterwards.
The cost is $59.00 for HTG members,
$69.00 for guests. If you can't get to a
meeting to sign up or pick up an informa-
tion sheet, call voicemail and leave a
message and Paul will contact you.

Future Events

Details of the following events will
become available as they approach.

A Tacky Tour of Palo Alto - October 18
Weekend Adventure - December 2 - 4,

- there are two possibilities; we'll let
you know.

Sign up for HTG Activities

When signing up for an activity, please
do NOT send the payment to the HTG
P.O. Box. Send it directly to the person
running the activity, or if the address is
unknown, send it to: HTG Activities,
¢/o David Trautvetter, 685 N. 15th St.,
San Jose, CA 95112.

URSUS
Medical Group

WILLIAM H. LIPIL, M.D.
DENNIS J. McSHANE. M.D.
DOW COVINGTON. M.D.

40 Buirch Street
Redwood City, CA 94062
415/369-1985

In emergency call 415/573-7000

Palo Alto

P.O.Box 60363 e

San Jose
(415) 494-3363 (408) 235-0996

George |. Deabill, Ph.D.

Clinical Sexologist
Marriage & Family Therapist

Palo Alto, CA 94306
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