Monthly Newsletter

December 1992

HIGH TECH GAYS

P.O. Box 6777 San Jose, CA 95150

Morgan Hill School
Board Meeting

by Don Nelson

As was announced at the last HTG
meeting, the Morgan Hill School Board
took public testimony in response to a
petition to recall student body cards which
included the phone numbers of several
crisis information services, including the
Billy DeFrank Lesbian and Gay Commu-
nity Center. There was good size turnout
from the gay and lesbian community, plus
a number of non-gay supporters who
agreed with the inclusion of the phone
number, but they were outnumbered by at
least four to one by those who supported
the recall of the cards. Several members of
HTG attended the meeting which began at
7:30 PM, and finally adjourned at midnight
after four hours of public testimony.

The number of speakers for either side
of the issue were about even but it became
clear from the beginning that the evening's
ride was going to be a bumpy one.

Of those who spoke in support of the
student body card, the non-gay supporters
were particularly noteworthy for their elo-
quence and courage. They included a nun
who had taken care of a number of foster
children and understood the need to reach
out to youth with concerns about

See School Board, Page 4

'Here comes the bride and her beautiful bridesmaids. Now if we could just find the groom... ’

Election 1992: Gay and Lesbian
Movement Steps Forward

At this point, very little can be added
to what has already been written about the
election of 1992, and the potential to ben-
efit the gay and lesbian movement. We
gained on nearly all levels of government
in this election, and after twelve dark years
of Republican oppression, at last we have
hope.

Though no reliable statistics are
available, conventional wisdom has main-
tained that gays and lesbians voted in
record numbers, galvanized in part over
their outrage of the Republican convention
and by the overt courtship of the commu-
nity by those claiming sympathy. But to
paraphrase Michaelangelo Signorile, we
elect politicians, not people, and that
means it is as important as ever to keep the
pressure on and make sure that the prom-
ises that were made are kept.

The local elections were quite favor-
able especially with the history-making
election to public office in Santa Clara
County of the first openly gay man, Ken
Yeager, who will serve as trustee on the
San Jose/Evergreen Community College
board. A pre-"Swearing In" party is
planned for December 8th so call (408)
297-1024 for information. In San Jose,
Charlotte Powers, who was endorsed by
BAYMEC, and Kathy Coles, who was

Festive partygoer's at the HTG Halloween Party. Thanks to Jay Raley for hosting this event and to Alan

Stephenson for his great decorations.

not, both won their races on the City
Council--Powers of District 2, and Coles
of District 8.

Statewide, John Vasconcellos won his
reelection bid for his seat on the California
State Assembly despite the redrawn district
lines and a conservative opponent who
was heavily backed by govemor Pete
Wilson. Wilson lost his power bid with
the defeat of proposition 165 as well. How
does "One Term Wilson" sound? Incum-
bent State Assemblyman, Chuck "Isn't
there are a cure for people like you?"
(meaning gays) Quackenbush beat out
Councilman Jim Beall.

On the national level, California now
See Elections, page 5

Coming Out

by Chris Clarke

After too many years, I decided to tell
my parents that their only son was gay.
Things have changed a lot over the past
year, I now have a partner for life, and it
was time to explain the strange voice who
answered the telephone occasionally. I had
the support and encouragement of my
friends, and I truly wanted a more open and
honest relationship with my parents. So on
the weekend following the elections, I
decided to make the trek up to Oregon
where my parents live.

With anti-gay measures on the ballots
of both Oregon and Colorado, it's been a
busy year for our community. With the
passage of Measure 2 in Colorado and the
rejection of Measure 9 in Oregon, Oregon
has faded from the news as the focus
intensifies on Colorado. As I drove
through the mountain passes to get to
Oregon, I started to get some of the after-
math of Measure 9. Ituned into a Christian
Radio station where a talk show was in

See Out, page 4

Holiday Meeting

As has become custom, the December
HTG meeting on Sunday, the 13th will be
primarily a social evening. HTG will pro-
vide the main course for the potluck so
attendees are asked to bring a side dish or a
dessert to share.
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March On Washington - April 25, 1993

We are working with Jim Boin of
Yankee Clipper Travel to put together a
package for the Gay and Lesbian March
on Washington in 1993, and will have
more definite details at the December
meeting. Jim says to expect to pay
between $100 to $130 per night, double
occupancy, for hotel accommodations in
the Dupont Circle area of DC, and
approximately $500 for air fare. He also

Richard

reminds us that hotel rooms and flight
reservations are becoming scarce for that
time so it is imperative that we make the
arrangements as soon as possible.
Therefore, deposits will be accepted
immediately.

HTG will be marching as a contin-
gent so plan to march with us and the
expected half a million others for this
historic event.

P. Rudy

Community Service Award

Nearly ten years ago, HTG was
founded on the principle that gays and
lesbians have a right to equal treatment
by their employers, the government, the
law, and the professional organizations to
which they belong. As cofounder and
first president, Rick Rudy worked very
hard to promote those principles until his
death from AIDS in 1990.

In honor of his memory and his con-
tributions, the members of HTG annually
bestow the Richard P. Rudy Community
Service Award on an individual whose
accomplishments have benefited the gay
and lesbian community. The first recipi-
ent was Gary Givens, who founded
Necessities and More, an AIDS support
service organization. The 1992 award
was given to Dick Gayer for his work as
attorney representing individuals fighting

Newsletter Article
Deadline

The deadline for submitting all
articles for the January newsletter is Fri-
day, December 18th.

discrimination by the government.

Included with your newsletter is a
nomination form for the 1993 award.
Please take the opportunity to honor and
recognize the individual you feel most
personifies the principles of HTG.

Gay Sailor
Reinstated

Keith Meinhold, the Naval training
officer stationed at Moffet Field who was
discharged after disclosing on national
television that he is gay was reinstated to
his rank pending an appeal by the gov-
ernment. He is the first openly gay man to
serve in the military.

HTG has been in contact with Mr.
Meinhold and he has agreed to speak at a
future monthly meeting.
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Ski/Hike North Shore
Friday - Sunday, December 4-6

As we go to press, snow is falling in the
Sierra. ' Who knows, tiys may really turn
out to be a ski M oF you haven't
signed up pre“ @Ve Bill a call at
510-490- 7%\%@9 mlght still be an
opening or will be a small group;
cost is $48%For HTG members, $50 for
guests.

Activities Committee
Tuesday, December 8

The December meeting is at Steve and
Phil's in a nice part of East San Jose. If
you would like to attend, leave a message
on Voicemail and we'll call back with
directions. The meeting starts at 7:00 PM.

Winchester Mystery House

Christmas Tour
Saturday, December 12

Various rooms of the Mystery House have
been taken over by area organizations and
decorated in authentic Victorian Christmas
style. We're going on the 3:30 PM tour. If
we have 20 people, we'll get a 15% dis-
count from the regular admission price.
Afterwards, we'll cross Winchester Blvd.
to Chevy's for dinner at about 5:30. Since
this is the day before the next HTG meet-
ing, you'll have to call Voicemail to make
reservations.

Sign up for HTG Activities

When signing up for an activity, please
do NOT send the payment to the HTG
P.O. Box. Send it directly to the person
running the activity, or if the address is
unknown, send it to: HTG Activities,
c/o David Trautvetter, 685 N. 15th St.,

San Jose, CA 95112.

HTG Activities Calendar

By Pete Conroy

HTG Monthly Meetlng
Sunday, December 13

Our December "holiday" meeting is tradi-
tionally a mostly-social affair with a few
announcements and perhaps some enter-
tainment. HTG provides roasted turkeys
for the potluck starting at 6:30 PM; mem-
bers are asked to bring appropriate
"fixins." The business portion of the
meeting will be about 7:30. See the direc-
tions and map elsewhere in the newsletter.

Hollday Movie nght
Friday, December

Steve and Phil will have two classic
Christmas movies - A Christmas Story and
White Christmas - to get us into the mood
of the season. Show time will be at 8:00
PM. Bring along your favorite holiday
movie munchies and beverages. Maps and
additional information will be available at
the December meeting, or call Voicemail
and leave a message .

SVGMC Christmas Concert
Saturday, December

The chorus begins its tenth anniversary
season with a real old-fashioned Christmas
concert. There'll be lots of familiar carols
and wonderful arrangements of some of
the classics.

Discover Downtown San Jose

- The uel
Saturday, January 2

On the schedule this time are visits to
Christmas in the Park, The San Jose Art
Museum, the new Hilton, and (if post-
holiday budgets allow) lunch at Il Fornaio.
Meeting place and time will be announced
at the December HTG meeting and listed
in _tlhe January newsletter and on Voice-
mail.

Blackhawk Museum
Sunday, January 17

We'll visit the superb collection of classic
cars at Blackhawk and have lunch at
Florentine Restaurant nearby. Watch for
details at the December and January meet-
ings and in the next newsletter.

Superbowl Weekend Skiing,

North Shore
Friday - Sunday, January 22-24

Join our annual excursion to the slopes on
a weekend when most of California stays
home for all that football stuff. Sign-ups
will be at the December and January
meetings. The cost is still being deter-
mined, but will probably be around $50
for members and $55 for nonmembers.

Future Events
Details of the following events will
become available as they approach.
Tacky Tour of Palo Alto - Saturday,
January 30
South Tahoe Skiing - February 19-21
Yosemite Skiing - March 5-7
Paintball - March
March on Washington - April 25, 1993
Full Moon Ascent of Half Dome - May or
June
Train Trip to Sacramento?

HTG Activity

All HTG Activities

cancellations.

Refund/Cancellation Policy

are self-
supporting with no funds budgeted from
the treasury. Many of the costs involved
in organizing an activity are nonrefund-
able to HTG, therefore unless specified
otherwise, refunds cannot be given for
The only exception is if
someone is found to fill the vacant slot.
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SANTA CLARA COUNTY HEALTH DEPART MENT
_ AIDS pnoem

* HIV Testing and Counseling
* Clinical Services

« AZT and Pentamidine
« Community Education

976 LenwnAvenuc. SanJose, 0&95128 :

Call (408) 299-4151
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