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Keith Meinhold Speaks to HTG

by Ted Comerford

With only ten days left before Bill
Clinton's inauguration, Navy Petty Officer

Keith Meinhold spoke to the members of

High Tech Gays in a standing-room-only

eral courts before, including Miriam Ben
Shalom, Joseph Stiffen, Orlando Gouty,
and Perry Watkins. Meinhold is the only
one, so far, to be reinstated onto active duty.

meeting at the Billy
DeFrank Lesbian and
Gay Community Center
on Sunday, January 10.

During his cam-
paign, Clinton promised
to lift the ban on openly
gay and lesbian people
serving in the U.S.
military once he became
president. Will he keep
his promise? Meinhold
thinks so.

President Clinton
has promised to end the
ban, Meinhold
emphatically told those |
in attendance. "There is
no doubt in my mind
that he will end the
ban," he said. "We all ||
need to support him. |
We need to let him |
know what it is like to
be gay."

President Clinton
will be faced with what
many believe his most
crucial single decision

Navy Petty Officer Keith Meinhold at the
January HTG Meeting.

If the military is
forced to integrate
openly gay service
members, they will
certainly have their
hands full. The Gen-
eral Accounting Office
has reported that there
are an estimated
200,000 gay or lesbian
service members cur-
rently on active duty.
When asked what dif-
ference lifting of the
ban will make,
Meinhold said, "The
| | biggest story will be
that there will be no
story. Some people
will come out. Some
will not. Military life

will go on as usual."

Meinhold  sur-
prised many HTGers
in attendance by
claiming that a high
ranking government
official's daughter is a
lesbian. He wondered
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of his presidency: to
keep this promise or not. Meinhold's com-
ing out has added fuel to Clinton's fire.

A top-notch trainer, Meinhold has been
responsible for the training of the Navy's
sub hunters for several years. When asked
how his fellow sailors took the news of his
coming out, Meinhold responded, "They
were all very supportive, surprised and
supportive."

Meinhold's reinstatement by the Fed-
eral Districc Court in Los Angeles is
sending a new message to the executive
branch: do not arbitrarily discriminate
against gays and lesbians. Other service
members have taken their cases before fed-

out loud how this
official "could not
make the connection between gay civil
rights and racial civil rights."

Intensely proud of his service to his
nation, Meinhold distinguishes himself as a
shining example to the non-gay world that
gay men and lesbians can not only survive,
but thrive in a military environment. He
quipped, "they even called me a model
sailor. I know they wish they hadn't done
that!" He is also an example to young les-
bians and gay men everywhere that the
lesbian and gay community can stand up to
injustice, and win the fight against city hall
-- or the Pentagon, as the case may be.

Remember to turn in your nomination
for the Richard P. Rudy Community Ser-
vice Award. The award recognizes an
individual who has made a significant

Richard P. Rudy Community Service Award

contribution to the gay and lesbian com-
munity.

The deadline for nominations is the
February meeting.

San Jose Joins
Boycott

by Don Nelson

With one exception, the city council
members of San Jose once again affirmed
their commitment to civil rights that
include gays and lesbians by approving a
ban on city-paid travel to Colorado, and
supporting a growing national boycott of
the state.

San Jose joins the cities of Atlanta,
Philadelphia, Seattle, and Los Angeles in
banning city employees from traveling to
Colorado on official business.

Freshman council member, Kathy
Coles, who represents Evergreen district,
cited economic concemns as her reasons
for voting against a support of the boycott.

See Boycott, page 4

Can the Ban

by Steve Weirauch

On Saturday morning, January 16,
approximately 125 gays, lesbians and
friends gathered at the entrance to Moffett
Naval Air Station to show support for
President Clinton's promise to lift the ban
against gays in the military. While the
meteorologists predicted rain, nature was
on our side, with blue skies and sunshine
welcoming the speakers and protesters.

The inspirational speeches climaxed
with two more military personnel risking
discharge by publicly proclaiming their
sexual orientation. U.S. Naval Academy
graduate Lt. Zoe Dunning and U.S. Navy
Petty Officer Michael Vallejo related their
pride in serving their country, and being
gay.

Many people entering and leaving the
base showed support for the cause by
honking and waving while the group
cheered and chanted.

One speaker asked that each of us
take the time to write to President Clinton
in support of his promise to end the ban.
You can be sure that he is being pressured
from the religious right to keep the ban, so
take a few minutes and write or call the
White House. In addition, talk to three
friends, and have them do the same.

Write to the President and tell him to
“can the ban," and keep his promise!
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Downtown SJ - The Sequel

by David Trautvetter

Downtown San Jose survived again as HTGers
explored its environs on January 2. We started at the
expanded Museum of Art, where the "industrial” atmo-
sphere of the new wing was a perfect backdrop for our catty
barbs about the modern art (or were we really admiring the
building fixtures?).

Everyone was heartbroken that "Christmas in the
Park," the animated displays in Plaza Park, closed the pre-
vious day. We arrived just in time to see the displays being
dismantled!

After that heart-wrenching disappointment, as a conso-
lation, we were treated to a fabulous private tour of the
recently renovated St. Claire Hotel, including a very inti-
mate 10 minutes stuck between floors in the elevator with
our friendly guide. (Those posted weight limits are for
real!) After our tour, we dined at the St. Claire's Il Fornaio,
;avhich9 913 slated to open an additional rooftop restaurant by

ate 1993.

We then headed to the new Hilton Hotel and Towers
where we were treated to a spectacular view of the valley
from the top floor. Our excursion ended with an informa-
tive tour of the DeAnza Hotel, restored to all its Art Deco
glory.

(To all the participants on my Filoli Christmas Tour:
not once during this entire trip were we ever offered shop-

ping bags!)

Newsletter Article Deadline

The deadline for submitting articles for the March
newsletter is Thursday, February 18.
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HTG is Washington Bound!

All ten rooms set aside for HTG members and friends for the
March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Equal Rights
and Liberation have been reserved. If you're interested in going but
haven't made your reservations, Jim Boin of Yankee Clipper Travel
says there are still rooms available at the same hotel, but don't delay
- space is filling up fast! Call Jim at (408) 354-6400. Air fares
have also just dropped to $321 for a round trip ticket between San
Jose and Washington. Who knows how long this will last, so book
your flights now!

Several members who have already made room reservations
have indicated that they are looking for roommates. Call Voicemail
at (408) 993-3830 if you're interested, and we'll match you up.

If you are making your own travel arrangements, we will keep
you informed of our plans for the March as they become available.
While in DC, we hope to organize a social gathering at the hotel for
HTG members and friends.

Below is a partial list of the many activities preceding and fol-
lowing the March:

Wednesday, April 21 Historical Exhibit opens

Thursday, April 22 Lobbying - MOW, NGLTF, HRCF
Student Conference opens
Chorus Festival
Masquerade Ball

Friday, April 23 Rainbow Alliance Conference
MOW Black tie Banquet
Drag Show Extravaganza

Saturday, April 24 Wedding - Ceremony of Commitment
Texas Two Step Party
Harvey Milk Memorial Unveiling
Motorcycle Run
S/M Leather Fetish Conference

Sunday, April 25 Lesbian Physicians Conference

Opening Stage
THE MARCH

Monday, April 26 Historical Exhibit
Direct Action/Civil Disobedience

For more information, to volunteer, or to make a donation, call
(202) 628-0493, TDD (202) 628-0471, FAX (202) 628-0472. Or,
write the national office at 1012 14th St., NW; Suite 705; Washing-
ton, DC; 20005.
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Printing
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Assassins at CLO
“Wednesday, J:

nesday, January 27

A reminder to our season ticket-holders...

TackxaTour of Palo Alto

turday, January 30

Yes, it's finally going to happen! See the
wonders of Hoover Tower and El Palo
Alto, the tree for which the city is named.
Study America's cultural history at the
Barbie Hall of Fame, and the American
Heritage Museum's current exhibit on the
history of the Hotwheel. Thrill to a shop-
ping treasure hunt at Stanford Shopping
Center. Finish your day with dinner at
MacArthur Park - a remodeled train depot.
We'll meet at the northeast comer of the
Stanford Shopping Center parking lot (El
Camino Real and Quarry Road) at 12:45
PM. Admission to both museums totals
$4, and dinner will run about $20.

Activities Committee
Tuesday, February 9

The February meeting is at Steve and
Phil's in San Jose. If you would like to
attend, call Steve or Phil at (408) 272-5555
for directions. The meeting starts at 7:00
PM.

HTG Monthly Meeting
Sunday, February 14

The potluck starts at 6:30 PM, and the
business portion of the meeting begins
about 7:30. For a map to the Billy
DeFrank Center, see back page.

South Tahoe Skiing
February 19 - 21

We have two cabins, accommodating 20
people, within walking distance of Heav-
enly Valley Ski Resort. One of them has a
hot tub for soothing those aching after-ski
muscles. The cost is $60 for two nights
(870 for nonmembers), including conti-

Sign up for HTG Activities

When signing up for an activity, please
do NOT send the payment to the HTG
P.O. Box. Send it directly to the person
running the activity, or if the address is
unknown, send it to: HTG Activities,
c/o David Trautvetter, 685 N. 15th St.,
San Jose, CA 95112.

By Pete Conroy

nental breakfasts. Spaces are filling fast,
so call Bill at (510) 713-BILL or (510)
596-3578 (work).

Games Night
Friday, February 26

It's up to David's (and Chuck's and John's)
for an evening of fun and games -- board
games, that is. Bring your favorite board
game, maybe some munchies and bever-
age of choice (in moderation, of course),
and we'll all just have a fun evening
enjoying each other's company. More
details, and probably a signup sheet, at the
February meeting.

P.S. If you're into cute puppies, you'll love
this!

Battlezone Paintball
Saturday, February 27

Come on out and help Paul deal with his
chronic hyperadrenalism (don't bother
checking the dictionary, I just made that
up). Ever wanted to shoot your neighbor?
How about one of your ex's? Here's your
chance to work out those aggressions. For
just $32 you can spend two hours blasting
the "enemy" with paint pellets in a three-
story castle, with fog-filled mazes, hidden
passages, and fifty foot slides. We'll take
signups as long as there is space, but we
are limited to 15 players, so you better call
Paul at (408) 245-7945 right away if you
want to be included.

Yosemite Weekend
March5-7

There will be skiing (downhill and cross-
country) up at Badger Pass, and down in
the valley it is usually dry and reasonably
warm this time of year. Hiking and biking
are fun, and the falls are at their mightiest.
You might even be interested in ice skat-
ing at Curry Village.

We have reserved six cabins at Yosemite
Lodge - each accommodating four persons
in two double beds. The cost is $45 for
members (355 for nonmembers). If you
want, you can pay double for a private
bed.

Get your reservation in as soon as possible
— in the past this trip has filled up fast.
Leave a message on Voicemail or sign up
at the February meeting.

HTG Activities Calendar

Strunz and Farah
Friday, March 12

These virtuoso acoustic guitarists won
Billboard's 1991 World Music Album of
the Year award for their album "Primal
Magic." Spanish, Middle-eastem, Latin
American rhythms, and improvisations fill
their compositions. Tickets are $23.50 and
we must have all signups (with payment)
no later than the February meeting. If you
can't make the meeting, call Dale at (408)
377-3810 far enough in advance that your
check can reach him by mail before Feb-
ruary 14.

D.W. Griffith's Intolerance
Sunday, March 28

This classic silent film will be playing as
part of the Silent Film Festival at the
Towne Theatre in San Jose. The film will
be accompanied by Bob Vaughn on the
theater's 1,156-pipe Wurlitzer organ.
Tickets are $5, and will be purchased at the
door. Meet at the theater at 1:30 PM.

Future Events

Details of the following events will
become available as they approach:

Pinnacles Camping: March 19-21

Swan Lake - San Jose Cleveland Ballet:
March 31

UCSC Arboretum: April 10

March on Washington: April 25

Roaring Camp & Big Trees Railway:
May 8

Hearst Castle: May 15 - 16

Point Reyes Camping: May 28 - 31
(Memorial Day Weekend)

Full4_l\'!,oon Ascent of Half Dome: June

57

Rancho Cicada Camping:
September 3 - 6 (so you can plan
ahead)

Train Trip to Sacramento?

HTG Activity
Refund/Cancellation Policy

All HTG Activities are self-
supporting with no funds budgeted from
the treasury. Many of the costs involved
in organizing an activity are nonrefund-
able to HTG, therefore unless specified
otherwise, refunds cannot be given for
cancellations. The only exception is if
someone is found to fill the vacant slot.
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