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HTG Wins Cable Car Award
by Steve Weirauch

In a welcome surprise to everyone in
HTG, High Tech Gays has won a Cable Car
Award for its entry in
the 1992 San Fran-
cisco Lesbian and Gay
Freedom Day Parade.
HTG was listed in the
Marching Units cat-
egory, a n d  w a s
awarded t h e  " O u t -
standing T h e m e
Group" distinction.

The "Closet Door"
was a big hit with the
parade c r o w d .
Bystanders w e r e
encouraged to  "come
out o f  the closet" by
passing through the
door, as  they were
cheered and supported
by the crowd. N e o n
green stickers p r o -
claiming "Out o f  the
Closet!" ( w h i c h
quickly became the
trendy sticker for the
day) were given to the
newly emancipated.

The door originally debuted wi th

February meeting's guest provided a
history lesson, a lesson in activism, a mild
request for help and funds, and entertain-
ment. I t  was fitting to have John Laird
speak to us now as we celebrate our 10-
year anniversary, since it was 10 years ago
that he spoke to HTG for the first time.

The history lesson covered changes in
what it is like to be a professional involved
in gay professional organizations. The first
example he gave was BALIF, a Bay Area
organization of Gay and Lesbian Lawyers.
Ten years ago, it had 75 members, while
today they have 700. Other professional
and political organizations have experi-
enced similar growth. A s  we come out in
public, we find the same discrimination
that women have been struggling with
since the days of suffrage. A s  John says,
"You (gays and lesbians) have to be 200%
better than the rest, because the spotlight is
on you."

"Come out, come out, whoever you arel
HTG's Closet Door won a Cable Car Award for
"Outstanding Theme Group" i n  t h e  1992
SFLGFDP.

Queer Nation San Jose in the 1991 San Jose
Celebration, and was resurrected by HTG

for the 1992 events.
HTG members Jeff
Barber and Don Roth
originated the idea for
the doo r.  D o n
worked with William
Benson on its con-
struction.

At b o t h  t h e
parade and in front of
HIG's booth, Jeff,
Steve R ider,  a n d
several other HTG
members encouraged
the crowd to take the
historic step. A  big
thank you to all o f
you for your inspira-
tion and efforts.

The award w i l l
be presented at  the
March 1993 annual
Cable Car  Awards
and Show i n  San
Francisco.

Congratulations to HTG and thanks to
everyone who assisted by "coming out" at
the parade.

Assembly Candidate John Laird Speaks to HTG
by A i  Alfieri

John talked about the growth of non-
discrimination policies, and how they can
develop in steps, starting from "don't fire
me because I am gay," and moving to "my
partner needs medical coverage." T h e
point he made was that these policies can
be written so that they cannot be repealed
by referendum. One  example was labor
contracts.

When there is a broad foundation such
as in contracts, then making laws becomes
easier. I t s  like fertilizing a tree at its roots
-- the good effects will be eventually seen
in green leaves.

Aside from the history and activism
lessons, John brought us a chance to make
history in California. Former U.S. Con-
gressman Leon Panetta now works for
President Clinton. S ta te  Assemblyman
Sam Farr is likely to fill Panetta's congres-
sional seat in June. Th i s  leaves a state
assembly seat open. J o h n  w i l l  be
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Help UnDo 2
The Colorado Legal  Initiatives

Project needs our support. Below is a let-
ter to HTG from Danni Lederman, the
Fund Raising Coordinator for the Colo-
rado Legal Initiatives Project (CLIP)
urging our members to help with the fight
to overturn Amendment 2. The address
for CLIP is P.O. Box 44447; Denver, CO;
80201.

Dear Champion of Civil Rights,
Today. we won the first battle in the

war to UnDo 2 in Colorado. A  prelimi-
nary injunction was granted which will
suspend the enactment of Amendment 2.

I am writing to you today from the
front lines of this battle. As I stood in line
to enter the courtroom. Wi l l  Perkins,
Executive Board Chairman o f  Colorado
for Family Values, stood right behind me.
The battle lines were drawn. Those who
hold civil rights dear are on one side, and
those who believe in legalized discrimi-
nation are on the other. The Will Perkins
and Lou Sheldons o f  this country have
made their agenda clear. They are on the
march, not only in Colorado, but across
the entire nation. W e  cannot be fooled.
Colorado is only the beginning of a well
-organized and :financed agenda which

See UnDo 2, Page 5

announcing his candidacy for that seat. He
was the first openly gay mayor of Santa
Cruz, and a founder of Bay Area Municipal
Elections Committee (BAYMEC). He has
been recognized for leadership on domestic
partner programs fo r  employee benefit
programs, and was a  founding board
member of the Santa Cruz AIDS Project.
He also has broad-based appeal due do his
recognized leadership on such issues as
transit, human services, water, roads, child
care, the environment, political reform, and
encouraging participation in  government
by otherwise under-represented groups.

John stressed that THIS SEAT IS
WINNABLE. T h e  district leans Demo-
cratic, and h is  past involvements i n
government as an openly gay official have
given him positive name recognition. He's
developing a grassroot movement that will
be ready to roll when the seat becomes

See Meeting, Page 3
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HTG Officers:
President: D o n  Nelson (408) 379-5074
Secretary: C h r i s  Clarke (408) 226-2204
Treasurer: A J  Alfieri (408) 275-0990

Other HTG Contacts:
IITG Voicemail, recording, messages (408) 993-3830
HIG Computer BBS, free 300-2400 (415) 572-9594

baud, jobs, services, msgs & more! Or (408) 374-6608
Newsletter Editor, Steve Weirauch ( 4 0 8 ) 272-5555
PABAC Committee, Dave Conger (415) 965-9242
Activities Committee, David Trautvetter (408) 294-6900

or Bill McFarland ( 5 1 0 ) 490-7571

Nor th  Ta h o e  Ski  Tr ip  (Or, "How to be a Ski Bunny.")

Ed. note: We always hear about how
the ski trips are from the skiers in the
group. Here is a look at how to enjoy a
ski tr ip from the perspective a  o f  a
nonskier.

1) R ide  with a nonskting HIGer who has
a 4-wheel drive. Include one skier to
have a pair of skis in the car.

2) R o l l  your eyes, "0000" and "aahhh" as
you pass the 6000-foot level, and the
15-foot snow banks come into view.

3) A r r i ve  early at the cabin so you can
choose the most comfortable bed on
the downstairs floor.

4) Overindulge at the Friday night wine
and cheese party, knowing full well
you won't be skiing it off the next day.

5) Saturday morning, curl  up  on  the
couch in your "lounge wear" with a
hot beverage to see off the skiers.

6) Jo in  four other nonskiers to go shop-
ping. W e a r  wool socks, thermals,
sweaters, gloves, and heavy jacket to
walk 10 feet from the cabin to the car.

7) H i t  every shop in downtown Truckee.
Ask a  local "Where's the nearest
mall?"

8) En joy  the spectacular scenery and
snow-covered peaks of  the Sierras --
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by David Trautvetter

Photo by Steve Weirauch
Our own Frugal Gourmet. Pete whips up dinner for
30 on the January Ski Trip to North Tahoe.

three steps away from the entrance to a
warm restaurant, lunch, and hot cocoa.

9) Use  your reflection in the gland-over
8-foot snowpiles i n  the  Truckee
Safeway parking lot to muss your hair
a bit, creating the illusion you've just
stepped off  the slopes. Pinch cheeks
to simulate windburn.

10) Gorge yourself at Saturday night's
dinner, prepared b y  Pete Conroy,
knowing fu l l  well you burned not
more than 20 calories shopping that
day.

11) Listen spellbound as the skiers rave
about that day's ski shredfest. Smile to
yourself knowing their muscles are
already starting to stiffen (see #3).

12) Leave Sunday morning refreshed and
ready to do more shopping in old town
Sacramento.

13) Monday a t  work, te l l  co-workers
you're a born natural. Don't elaborate.

For the biggest financial transaction
you'll ever make...
CALL AMIR SHAHKARAM1

• He represents you.
• He provides options; sales pressure?

Never.
• He works around your schedule.
• He closes the loan or he won't get paid.
• He funded more than $13 million in 1992.
• He donates a portion of every transaction

to your favorite charity.
• He is there when you need him,

through this transaction.., and beyond.

(408) 559-0600X3027 rAa AMERIMAC
Pager No: (408) 559-0627 E q u i F i r s t  Mortgage

The
Printing
Works

Roark Clayton

1111 Elko Drive, Suite H Sunnyvale, CA 94089
Tel 408/734-5330 Fox 4081734-5895
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Yosemite Weekend
March 5 - 7

It's probably too late to join in this trip, but
if you decide at the last minute that you'd
like to go, leave a message on Voicemail
and maybe there wi l l  be a  last-minute
cancellation available. W e  have reserved
six cabins at  Yosemite Lodge -  each
accommodating four  persons i n  two
double beds. The cost is $45 for members,
$55 for nonmembers. I f  space is available,
you can pay double for a private bed.

Activities Committee
Tuesday, March 9

The February meeting i s  at  Dale's i n
Campbell (out Bascom, near Los Gatos). If
you would like to attend, leave a message
on Voicemail and wel l  call back with
directions. The meeting starts at 7:00 PM.

Strunz and Farah
Friday, March 12

If you ordered a ticket, remember to go.
(It's surprising how often this happens.)

HTG Monthly Meeting
Sunday, March 14

The potluck starts at 6:30 PM. The busi-
ness portion of the meeting will be about
7:30. See directions and map on page 6.

Annie at CLO
Wednesday, March 17

Just a reminder for season ticket holders.

HTG Activities Calendar
By Pete Conroy

SVGMC Variety Show
March 20 and March 27

The Silicon Valley Gay Men's Chorus
presents "Classic Memories," an original
scripted variety show, with special guests
MENAGE from the Lesbian/Gay Chorus
of San Francisco. T h e  concerts are on
Saturdays at 8:00 PM at Christ the Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 1550 Merid-
ian Avenue, near Hamilton. Tickets are
$10.00, $7.00 for under 13, over 55, and
students (with valid ID). Tickets will be
available at the March HTG meeting from
any of  the six chorus members who are
also HTGers.

D.W. Griffith's Intolerance
Sunday, March 28

This classic film will be playing as part of
the Silent Film Festival at the Towne
Theatre in San Jose. T h e  film wil l  be
accompanied b y  Bob Vaughn on  the
theatre's 1,156-pipe Wurlitzer organ.
Tickets are $5 and will be purchased at the
door. M e e t  at the theater (1433 The
Alameda) at 1:30 PM.

Swan Lake
Wednesday, March 31

The San Jose Cleveland Ballet in collabo-
ration wi th  Atlanta Ballet presents a
production of Tchaikovsky's immortal tale
of Odette, Queen of the Swans, and Prince
Seigfried, as interpreted by Dennis Nahat,
San Jose Cleveland's Artistic Director.
Tickets are $25.00 and can be ordered
from Gene (HTG's "Man on the aisle") at
the March meeting. We're attending the

opening night performance, which starts at
8:00 PM.

Hearst Castle
May 15 - 16

We are once again planning an evening
tour of the Hearst Estate in San Simeon.
This special expanded tour starts at sunset.
Cost for the tour is $27 per person. The
sign-up deadline is the end of March. Sign
up at the March meeting or contact Dale at
(408) 377-3810. Dale is also looking into
including lodging and dinner before the
tour in the package. Details and pricing on
this will be available later.

Future Events
Details o f  the following events w i l l
become available as they approach.
Pinnacles Camping - Cancelled, sorry.
UCSC Arboretum - April 10
March on Washington - April 25.
Point Reyes Camping -  May 28 -  31
(Memorial Day Weekend)
Full Moon Ascent of Half Dome - June 4
6

Roaring Camp & Big Trees Railway -
June 5

Sign up for HTG Activities
When signing up for an activity, please
do NOT send the payment to the HTG
P.O. Box. Send it directly to the person
running the activity, or i f  the address is
unknown, send it to: HTG Activities,
cio David Trautvetter, 685 N. 15th St.,
San Jose, CA 95112.

vacant in June.
You can help make history in three ways: 1) give John

your personal endorsement, 2) contribute to his campaign,
and 3) contribute to Sam Farr's campaign. Sam Fan has
been a friend o f  the gay community, with yes votes on
AB1, AB101, and AB2601 in the state legislature.

I can tell you from personal experience that working
on a campaign is not only a lot of fun, but extremely edu-
cational. Working on Ken Yeager's campaign allowed me
to meet a number of great people, and to hear many differ-
ent views on various issues. I t s  also an incredible feeling
when your candidate wins.

You can contact John Laird at: Friends of John Laird;
1214 King Street; Santa Cruz, CA; 95060; or phone him at
(408) 426-5900.

I urge you to take the step and volunteer your time.
You won't regret it!
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Meeting, from Page 1

LATEX LOVERS

Ask us about safer sex...
FOR INFORMATION OR FREE, ANONYMOUS
HIV TESTING, CALL (408) 299-4151.
SANTA CLARA COUNTY HIV / AIDS PROGRAM.

IITG Newsletter
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