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Apple  vs. Wi l l iamson C o u n t y
I had the great fortune to be in
Austin, Texas during the  t ime
when t h e  f i a s c o  b e t w e e n
Williamson County a n d  App le
was occurring. I t  was very inter-
esting reading the local papers.

A quick recap: Apple Computer
wanted t o  bu i ld  a  Customer
Service Center  i n  Williamson
County, just north of Austin. Part
of the deal included $750K in tax
abatements for Apple. Th i s  is a
very common practice for areas
seeking t o  a t t r a c t  n e w
businesses. T h e  abatements
were denied because of pressure
from t h e  rel igious r igh t  w h o
disapproved of Apple's domestic
partnership benefits. T h r e e  o f
the f ive county officials voted
against the abatements. T h e y
stated that these benefits, which
support non-marr ied h e t e r o -
sexual couples as  well as  gay
and lesbian couples did not f i t
with "traditional family values."
They mostly feared ''the queers,"
the d iseases t h a t  wou ld  b e
brought in, the increased cost for
health care, and a  drop in land
values.

Wow, a company paying for more
benefits for its employees costs
the government more money?
That's a  new one on me. I t ' s
amazing how lesbians and gays
gentrifying neighborhoods b y

HTG's guest  speaker f o r  t he
January meeting w i l l  b e  S a n
Francisco supervisor, and 1995
mayoral c a n d i d a t e  C a r o l e
Migden. C a r o l e  i s  one o f  the
nation's most important lesbian
and g a y  leaders. S h e  w a s
elected t o  the Board o f  Super-
visors i n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 0 ,
garnering nearly 85,000 votes,
and sweep ing  a l m o s t  e v e r y
neighborhood in  San Francisco.
She currently chairs the Budget
Committee and is recognized as
an expert in city finances.

Carole is also a  member of the
Democratic National Committee.
It was the California Democratic
Party platform addressing t h e
AIDS crisis which s h e  helped
craft that became a model for the
National Platform i n  1988 and
1992. A s  a  member o f  t he
National Committee, Migden has
worked to assure the inclusion of
platform lanauage advocating the
specific neiels of, and language
relating to, the lesbian and gay

t2y kJ Alfieri

investing i n  h o m e  purchases,
devalue n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,
especially since most of them will
bring more money to the school
districts, without (in most cases)
adding children t o  t h e  school
roles. A s  for diseases, if there is
one community that has worked
to control the spread o f  AIDS,
rather than allow to spread, it is
the lesbian, gay,  and  bisexual
community.

It's a real crime, not only against
the Lavender community, b u t
especially against  t h e i r  o w n
children. This persistent idea that
AIDS is a "gay plague" will cost
them their children's lives. I f

community. In  the 1992 platform,
she was successful in  securing
language a d d r e s s i n g
homophobia a n d  o t h e r
gay-specific concerns.

Through her positions within the
city g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e
Democratic Party,  Carole h a s
become a strong, vocal advocate
for progressive concerns a n d
issues. S h e  has  earned the
respect o f  Democratic Pa r t y
leaders and San Franciscans for
her hard work, hands-on admin-
istrative style, and political savvy.

Carole's professional background
is as a health care provider. She
earned a  Master  o f  A r t s  i n
Clinical Psychology a n d  h a s
served as the executive director
of two community mental health
agencies which serve the lesbian
and gay community: the Pacific
Center i n  B e r k e l e y,  a n d
Operation C o n c e r n  i n  S a n
Francisco. S h e  has also served
as a  California Sta te  Health

anything, we are one of the few
hopes they have to protect their
children. I  hope that it is as much
news when they realize that their
lives are actually better for the
fact that we are there.

There is an upbeat side to this
story, though. Apple stuck by its
employees, rejecting t h e  dea l
without t he  abatements. I n  a
short time, the county came back
with a n  even sweeter deal. I
believe that instead of $750K of
tax abatements, they will get 61
million in tax refunds. Apple has
publicly t hanked  p e o p l e  f o r
supporting the company whi le it
endeavored to support a l l  of its
employees.

Thank you again Apple! (P.S. I
love my Newton)

Call o r  wri te and  voice your
support a n d  thanks t o  Apple
Computer:

Kevin Sullivan,
Director of Human Resources
Apple Computer,  Regarding

Policies
20525 Mariani Avenue, M / S

72P
Cupertino, CA 9 5 0 1 4
(408) 996-1010 (Voice)
(408) 974-9974 (FAX)
(800) 776-2333 x4 (It used by

right wing to protest policy)

S .F.  S u p e r v i s o r,  Caro le  M i g l e n  t o  S p e a k  a t
J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g

Commissioner.

Other positions she has filled in
her ca ree r  a r e  a s  a  board
member on  numerous nonprofit
organizations, o n  t h e  Finance
committee o f  t h e  r e c e n t
campaign t o  s t o p  a n t i - g a y
statewide initiative drives. She is
also a current member of the

See MIGPEN on Kage X
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Activities Committee - Monday, December 27
The meeting this month is at Steve's in Sunnyvale. I f  you would like to attend and need
directions, leave a  message on Voicemail and we'll call back. T h e  meeting starts at 7:30
PM.

Executive Committee - Tuesday, December 28
If you would like to attend the Executive Committee meeting, leave a message for A.J. on
Voicemail.

HTG Women's Caucus- Sunday, January 9
The Women's Caucus meets at 6:00 PM, one half hour before the general meeting.
HTG Monthly Meeting - Sunday, January 9
Our guest speaker for the evening will be San Francisco Supervisor Carole Migden. S e e
the related article on page 1.
Meetings are held a t  the Billy DeFrank Community Center. S e e  the map on page 6 for
directions. T h e  potluck begins at 6:30; the business meeting at 7:30.
Jef f rey  Sunday,  January 16
Paul Rudnick's Obie Award-winning comedy of sex and abstinence in the age of AIDS has
been the g a y  theater event of the year. T h e  San Francisco production at Theatre on the
Square has been extended, and HTG has reservations for the 3:00 PM matinee on Sunday
January 16. We ' l l  meet for brunch before the performance, and Dale has made arrange-
ments fo r  a  backstage tour  afterwards. T h e  cost is $23.00 for members and $26 for
nonmembers for the show. A  $10 deposit will be required if you would like to sign up for the
optional brunch. C a l l  Dale at  (408) 993-3830 to sign up. T h e  deadline is Wednesday,
December 29.

San Jose Civic Light Opera - Grand Hotel - Wednesday, January 26
This is a reminder for our season ticket holders.

Nor th  Ta h o e  S k i i n g  - Friday - Sunday, January 28 - 30
Spaces are going fast for this annual event. W e  have reserved three houses in the Truckee
area, accommodating about  30  people. T h e  cost is $65 ($70 for nonmembers), which
includes two nights lodging, continental breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday, Pete Conroy's
gourmet (well, filling, a t  least) dinner on Saturday, and a  wine and cheese welcome on
Friday. T w o  o f  the three houses have hot tubs, and assignment to these will be in the
sequence that  your  money i s  received. T o  sign up, contact Steve Weirauch a t  (408)
272-5555.

M o v i e  N i g h t  -  Friday, February 4 N O T E :  Date Change! 0
The theme for this movie night is "You can pick your friends, but you can't pick your relatives
- A study in Eccentricity." Featured movies will be Aunt ie Mame starring Rosalind Russell
and A rsen i c  and Old  Lace starring Cary Grant. Bo th  are classics that should be a lot of
fun. F o r  the event, just bring munchies and beverages and enjoy the movies. Doors open
at 7:30 with show time beginning around 8:00 PM. Fl iers with directions will be available at
the January meeting, or call Steve at (408) 272-5555.

G a m e s  N i g h t  -  Saturday, February 12
This is another of our "cheap date" nights which can really be a lot of fun. Bring your favorite
board game and snacks and meet at Steve's house in Sunnyvale for a night of inexpensive
fun. F l i e r s  and directions will be  available at  the January meeting, or  you can leave a
message on Voicemail, and someone will get back to you.

HTG Monthly Meeting - Sunday, February 13
Our guest speaker for the evening will be  Deputy Secretary of State Tony Miller who is
running for the Secretary of State position. T h i s  should be another interesting evening, so
be sure to mark it on your calendar.

CA Academy of Sciences: Star Trek Exhibit - Sunday, February 20
We don't have all the details on what the exhibit will consist of, but it should be interesting for
all you Trekkies out there. More information will be available at the January meeting.

----4\Yo s e m i t e  Sk i ing  -  Friday - Sunday, March 4 - 6
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We have a limited number of cabins reserved at Yosemite Village for this event. Signups
will be  at the January meeting. T h i s  is a very popular trip, so if you want to go, bring your
checkbook to the meeting. Cos t  is $50 for members and $55 for nonmembers for two nights
lodging.

I F u t u r e  Events

Details of the following events will become available as they approach.
World Goes Round (Theatreworks) - March, date TBD
Miniature Golf - March 26
Wine Tour - May
Boogie Boarding - May
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When signing up for Activities - Send
payments directly to the person running
the activity, or if the address is unknown,
send i t  to:  HTG Activities, c /o  Dale
Benjamin, 3 5 8 9  S .  Bascom # 3 ;
Campbell, CA 95008.
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A  " N e w "  M a r c h
on W  ash ing to r i
Great news!  Yo u  c a n  d o  your  own
March o n  Washington every  day  f o r
only 29 cents. Wr i t i ng  your congress
people i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  affective
ways t o  create change. B e  sure t o
take advantage o f  t h e  pre-stamped
postcards, pens, and topic sheets that
Lyle Petersen so graciously  works to
have avai lable a t  t h e  H T G  monthly
meetings.

D i g i t a l  Q u e e r s
A d o p t s  N e w
G r o u p
12,y AJ Alfieri

After s u c c e s s f u l l y  o u t f i t t i n g  t h e
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
with t h e  equ ipment ,  s o f t w a r e  a n d
training needed to  effectively run that
organization i n  t o d a y ' s  h i g h - t e c h
world, Digital Queers went looking for
a new group t o  adopt  and  offer  the
same assistance. T h e  nex t  benefi-
ciary o f  their  digital dynamics wil l  be
Frameline, t h e  o l d e s t  independent
lesbian a n d  g a y  med ia  a r t s  organi-
zation i n  t h e  wo r l d .  F u n d - r a i s i n g
events a r e  a l r eady  b e i n g  p lanned.
The first event for 1994 will be held on
Saturday, January 8 .  S e e  the  f lyer
included with this newsletter for more
information on this event.

HTG i s  helping b y  reserving a t  least
one table of ten for this event. I f  you
would like to attend and sit at the HTG
table, please send your money to the
HTG mailbox by January 5. o r  call me
at h o m e  a t  ( 408 )  275-0990.  T h e
minimum cos t  i s  $25.  P l e a s e  no te
that g i f t s  o f  $ 1 0 0  o r  more  w i l l  b e
matched by a challenge grant.

On a  personal note, I  have been t o
several D Q  events, a n d  l e t  m e  te l l
you, these folks c a n  throw a  party!
So help Frameline, and  have a  good
time in the process!

J e f f r e y,  A  M u s t - S e e
by AJ Alfieri

Just a litt le note about Jeffrey, currently playing at the
Theater on the Square in San Francisco -- I saw it. You
should see i t !  I t ' s  funny, ye t  respectful. I t 's  great to
have a  p lay  b y  us,  f o r  us,  and  t o  h a v e  i t  b e  that
wonderful, boy meets boy, boy loses his mind, boy gets
boy t h e m e .  A  l i t t le schlocky, but  great for the soul. I
plan on seeing it again.

Check t h e  Act iv i t ies Calendar a n d  j o i n  H T G  f o r  a
Sunday matinee performance on January 16, or  go o n
your own, but definitely see it!

Remit-161er - R i c h a r c  F .  Ruc l y
C o m m u n i t y  Se rv i ce  Awaro l
N o m i n a t i o n s  D u e

This is  a  reminder that nominations for
the Richard P. Rudy Community Service
Award are due by Sunday, February 13
at the HTG monthly meeting.

Over ten years ago, HTG was founded
on the principle that gays and lesbians
have a right to equal treatment by their
employers, t h e  government, t h e  l aw,
and t h e  professional organizations t o
which they belong. A s  cofounder and
first president, Rick Rudy worked very
hard t o  promote those principles unti l
his death from AIDS in 1990.

In honor of his memory and his contri-
butions, the members of HTG annually
bestow the Richard P. Rudy Community
Service Award on an individual whose
accomplishments h a v e  benef i ted t h e

Beginning in  January,
the S o u t h  B a y  w i l l
have its own Lesbian
and G a y  t h e a t r e
company. R e a l i t y
Check! Thea t re  h a s
found a  home a t  the
Bi l l y  D e F r a n k

Community Center and i s  currently i n
rehearsal f o r  i t s  f i r s t  p r o d u c t i o n
consisting of three one-act plays.

Kate McDermott, ed i to r  o f  t h e  1985
book PLACES PLEASE! T h e  F i r s t
Anthology of Lesbian Plays, is directing
Going Up by Julia Willis and A Play at
the Plate b y  Elaine S .  Apthorp. T h e
third play, Embassy Intrigue, is directed
by its playwright, HiC.

Opening night wi l l  b e  Friday, January
21 a t  8 : 0 0  P M .  T h r e e  addi t ional
performances a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r
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gay and lesbian community. T h e  f irst
recipient w a s  G a r y  G i v e n s ,  w h o
founded Necessities and More, an AIDS
support service organization. T h e  1992
award was given to  Dick Gayer for his
work a s  a t t o r n e y  r e p r e s e n t i n g
individuals fighting discrimination by the
government. I n  1993,  Aud ry  Covner
received t he  award f o r  he r  work wi th
AIDS LIFE lobby, and  fo r  coauthoring
AB 2601.

Nomination forms were included in  the
December newsletter.  I f  y o u  n e e d
another copy, please leave a  message
on Voicemai l  o r  t a l k  t o  o n e  o f  t h e
officers a t  the meetings. P l e a s e  take
the opportunity to  honor and recognize
the individual you feel most personifies
the principles of HTG.

Leol2lan G a y  T h e a t e r  G r o u p  F o r m s
in t h e  S o u t h  E3ay

January 22, 28, and 29 also at 8:00 PM.
Performances w i l l  b e  a t  t h e  B i l l y
DeFrank Community Center.

Anyone interested i n  jo in ing  Rea l i ty
Check! can  contact the switchboard a t
the DeFrank Center, (408) 293-2429, or
meet us there on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM
and a s k  f o r  Leisah. R e a l i t y  Check!
needs a media liaison, stage crew, light
and s o u n d  c r e w,  s e t  painters,  a n d
ushers. A l l  participants work in multiple
facets o f  production a n d  wo rk  o n  a
volunteer basis. A l l  monies earned will
go back to Reality Check! Theatre and
the Billy DeFrank Community Center.

Advance tickets are available at Leather
Masters, 969 Park Avenue. Tickets may
also be  purchased beginning one hal f
hour prior to  each performance a t  the
DeFrank Center.  T i c k e t s  a r e  $5 .00
each for all shows.

The
Printing
VVorks Roark Clayton

J i l l  Elko Drive, Suite H Sunnyvale, CA 94089
Tel 408/734-5330 Fax 408/734-5895


