
June
1994

The S p i r i t  o f  S tonewa l l
Twenty-five years ago, gay life
in America was much different
than today. A l m o s t  al l  states
had sodomy  laws ,  a n d  g a y
establishments could on ly  b e
found in  the largest cities. i n
gay meccas like New York, Los
Angeles, a n d  S a n  Francisco,
police raids on gay bars were
common, a n d  t h e i r  pa t rons
lived i n  c o n s t a n t  f e a r  o f
harassment and arrest. f o r  the
most part, gay people took this
in stride and accepted it as the
status quo, but on one summer
night in  New York twenty f ive
years ago, an event took place
that w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h i n g s
forever.

Shortly after midnight on June
26, 1969, the Stonewall Inn, a
popular Greenwich Village gay
bar i n  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y,  w a s
raided by  police, f o r  the first
time ever,  t h e  patrons fought
back, resulting in  three nights
of r io t ing a n d  c r ies  f o r  g a y
liberation. A l t hough  i t  did not
receive much press coverage at
the t i m e ,  t h e  S t o n e w a l l
rebellion became the  "Boston
Tea Party"  o f  t h e  gay  r ights
movement.

Despite their  acts o f  heroism,
the people at Stonewall weren't
hard-core activists. T h e y  were
just people who were as mad as
hell and weren't going to take it

An  Even ing  w i t h  J o A n n  Lou Ian
As hundreds o f  lesbians and a
hand full of gay men battled the
parking situation a t  San  Jose
State U n i v e r s i t y,  t h e  H T G
Women's Caucus,  w h o  w e r e
sponsoring t h e  event, greeted
everyone at the door. This event
was par t  o f  High Te c h  Gays'
attempt to show they truly want
women to be part of their organi-
zation. T h e  Women's Caucus
wanted to do something big and
challenging. B r i n g i n g  J o Ann
Loulan to  San Jose for the first
time in six or  seven years, was
the biggest and best we could
think of.

As soon as JoAnn appeared on
stage the audience roared with
cheer. S h e  i s  a  del ightful
speaker, m u c h  loved  b y  h e r
audience who traveled from al l
over the Bay Area to  hear her
latest developments on her ideas
on L e s b i a n  S e x u a l i t y  a n d
Gender.

by Frederick Parsons
anymore. A s i d e  f r o m
occasional visits by the likes of
Malcom Forbes and Ed Koch,
the Stonewall Inn was primarily
patronized b y  t h e  disenfran-
chised, d r a g  queens,  b u t c h
dykes, and  street people who
had n o  o t h e r  p l a c e  t o  g o .
Contrary to popular belief, they
were the real heroes of Stone-
wall, a fact that should never be
forgotten.

Although the spirit of Stonewall
has spread to cities throughout
the world, we still have a long
way to go. Despite the passage
of gay rights laws i n  several
states a n d  dozens o f  c i t ies,
most gay people in America can
be legally fired from their jobs
or evicted f r om  the i r  homes
solely o n  t h e  bas is  o f  the i r
sexual orientation, t o  make
matters worse, ballot measures
are being circulated in several
states that would invalidate all

Haring
?vibe

Month!

by Gabrielle Antolovich

"No matter how many times you
hear he r  speak, there i s  that
much more to what she said the
last time," said Teresa after the
show. "Yes,  it is like an ongoing

...being femme i s  n o t
anything about being a
straight woman, and being
butch is not anything about
being a man.

conversation she has with all of
us a b o u t  o u r  sexual i ty  a n d
gender issues," said Paula. " A s
she thinks, s h e  speaks". w a s
another comment ,  " a n d  w e
appreciate her thoughts."

Having challenged Master's and
Johnson's f e m a l e  s e x u a l
response chart by presenting her

existing g a y  r i g h t s  l a w s .
Although w e  have won many
important battles, the war is far
from over.

On t h i s  25 th  anniversary o f
Stonewall, we should keep the
spirit alive within us  and take
the next step. C o m e  out to
family, friends, and co-workers.
Join a  gay rights organization
and become politically active.
Support politicians who stand
up for your rights. Educate the
community on gay and lesbian
issues. Have zero tolerance for
ignorance a n d  homophobia.
Fight for  your rights and don't
take no for an answer. With the
spirit o f  Stonewall ,  ord inary
people c a n  d o  extraordinary
things. Don't ever forget that.

own in her book Lesbian Sex, she
has challenged a  fundamental
and accepted wor ld  v i e w  o f
women's sexual responses. Now
she is challenging our views of
gender.

Her new book, Gender Jail, will
challenge our limited perceptions

See LOU LAN on Page 3
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C o m  i no A t t r a c t i o n s
by Pete Conroy

Camping at Samuel P. Taylor State Park - May 27 - 30
This i s  t h e  r igh t  w a y  t o  spend t h e  Memorial Day  weekend. F o r  $40.00 ($45.00 for
nonmembers) you'll have three nights of camping with all meals on Saturday, and Sunday,
and breakfast on Monday. (Bring your own beverages and munchies.) For  those times that
you aren't  eating or  just loafing around the campground, it is a short drive to Point Reyes
National Seashore, Muir  Woods. and Mount Tamalpais, where you can hike through the
dunes or redwoods or along the shore, visit the well-preserved lighthouse (warning: lots of
stairs) or  maybe even fly a  kite. Sunbathing or swimming? G o  just a few miles to Heart's
Desire Beach, which has some of the warmest water along the North Coast. C a l l  Steve
(408) 448-8888 by May 24 if you'd like to join us.

Women's Dinner at Tied House - Tuesday, May 31
This is a  women-only event; and starts at 7:00 P.M. F o r  other information call Donna at
(408) 723-4196.

Activities Committee - Wednesday, June 1
This month's meeting wil l  be at  Dale's out on Bascom in Campbell. I f  you would like to
attend, but don't know the way, call Dale at (408) 377-3810. He' l l  call back with directions.
The meeting starts at 7:30 PM.
W h e e l i n '  in  t h e  W o o d s  - Saturday - Sunday, June 4 5
This may be drier, but it sounds just as exciting as Paul's river adventures. Th is  time you'll
be driving a four-wheel all-terrain vehicle up the Rubicon Trail from Lake Tahoe to Rubicon
Springs and back. T h e  outfitters will provide vehicles, safety helmets with built-in commu-
nicators (real Star Trek stuff here, folks), goggles, training in operation of the vehicles, a
guide, two nights in a  campground at  Lake Tahoe, and all meals from Friday evening to
Sunday lunch, all for a paltry $199.00. T h e  signup deadline has passed. However, leave a
message on Voicemail in case there's a cancellation.
Picnic in Golden Gate Park - Sunday, June 5
Please note that this is a date change. W e  discovered after publishing our original date that
it was  the  same day  as  the "Bay to Breakers" race, which would make parking almost
impossible. W e  will meet at 11:00 A.M. at the main entrance to Strybing Arboretum, enjoy a
leisurely picnic lunch, and then those so inclined can visit one of the many museums in the
park. P lease call Dale at (408) 377-3810 to confirm your attendance.
Monthly Meeting - Sunday, June 12
The Women's Caucus meets at  6:00 PM, and the potluck begins at 6:30. T h e  general
meeting begins around 7:30. T h e r e  is no guest speaker planned. However,  the Silicon
Valley Gay Men's Chorus will make a brief appearance to help us celebrate San Jose's Gay
Pride Day. S e e  the map on page 6 for directions to the DeFrank Center.
Executive Committee - Tuesday, June 14
The Executive Committee meeting is at Gabrielle's house. I f  you would like to attend, leave
a message on Voicemail and someone will get back to you with directions.
Stroll at Point Lobos - Saturday, June 18
The Women's Caucus invites all HTG members and friends for a leisurely five-mile stroll
through the  Point  Lobos State Preserve. M e e t  at the DeFrank Center at 8:00 A.M. for
carpooling, or join the group at 10:00 A.M. at Whaler's Cove in the preserve. The  entrance
fee for the preserve is $5.00 per car. B e  sure to bring a sweater or windbreaker - it gets a
little cool in the shade when the breeze blows. Yo u  also might like to bring a small snack
and beverage for a break at the picnic area.
Anderson Valley Wine Tour/Camping - Saturday - Sunday, June 25 - 26
Gene's been running these trips for years and he has them down to a science. We  leave the
San Jose area Saturday morning, and drive to the Anderson Valley. Stops will be planned
at three of the valley's excellent wineries, and probably somewhere for lunch. When we are
near the coast, we check into one of the campgrounds in the area, where Gene organizes a
wonderful d inner.  A f t e r  Sunday breakfast, w e  head back, with stops a t  another three
wineries. Gene  will have more details and signups at the June meeting.
Cache Creek Rafting and Camping - Saturday Sunday, July 2 3
Camping weekends with rafting on Cache Creek have always been a  popular event for
HTGers. L a s t  year  something n e w  started: t h e  r iver outfitters organized an  all-gay
weekend for the Independence Day holiday. I t  was such a success that they are repeating it
this year.  I t  is  being promoted through HTG and a  group of  gay organizations in San
Francisco. T h e  cost of  the weekend is $99_00 for HTG members ($109.00 for nonmem-
bers), which includes the two-person raft and life jackets for two days, packed lunches for
Saturday and Sunday on the river, dinner Saturday (choice of steak or salmon), breakfast
Sunday, and campsites. T h e  guides do all cooking and cleanup. L e a v e  a message on
Voicemail or sign up at the June meeting.
F u t u r e  E v e n t s  - Details of the following events will become available as they approach.
Day at the Boardwalk, night at the Spa - (Women's caucus) - Sunday, July 17
Cirque de Soleil - August 26
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HTG had a large contingent of members attend the March on Washington
in April. 93. Th is  was one of the largest demonstrations Washington has
ever seen, despite what the  National Park Service said. Ano the r
contingent is planning to head east for Stonewall 25 later this month.

LOU LAN Coritirme61 f r o m  Fage
that gender  c a n  b e  l isted in to  a  f ew
categories s u c h  a s  female,  ma le ,  o r
femme, butch, androgynous etc. First, she
says, being femme is not anything about
being a  straight woman, and being butch
is not anything about being a  man. S h e
wants lesbians to think in terms of being
lesbians and look at gender as a way we
express ourselves a s  lesbians. S h e
believes there are thousands of genders
within the Lesbian category, and we have
not yet developed a language to describe
those genders. What we do instead is put
a number scale on i t  from one to ten to
describe our levels of femme and butch.

JoAnn quoted an interesting study she did
on what lesbians like to do sexually. T h e
categories were femme, butch, androgy-
nous, and none of the above. There was
no significant difference in all categories
when i t  came t o  who d id  who in  sex.
However, t h e  femmes used di ldos the
most, and  the butches used dildos the
least. J o Ann left a silence in the room as
this information sank into the minds o f
those who have held certain ideas about
what femme and butch mean sexually.

The most moving part of the evening was
when s h e  talked about battling breast
cancer a n d  t h e  importance o f  breast
examinations f o r  early detection. S h e
asked if there were women brave enough
who were also battling their own cancer to
come up on stage to join her. T h e n  she

asked members of the audience who knew
women who had died from cancer to come
up on stage to represent them. Nothing
more needed t o  b e  said; w e  stood in
silence feeling the pain and loss. I  was so
glad some of our gay brothers were there
to witness our pain as we have so many
times witnessed theirs around HIV and
AIDS. I n  some ways we have so much in
common.

In true JoAnn style she said, "If you can
get u p  o n  stage about breast cancer,
surely you  can  stand u p  and  d o  the
percentages." T h i s  is how we ended the
two hour  magical evening wi th  J o Ann
Loulan; standing up revealing how much
we like to  do our girl
friends and how much
we l ike t o  ge t  done.
This i s  a  f u n  i c e
breaker fo r  your next
lesbian g a t h e r i n g .
JoAnn's twist on this,
though, is 'if you doing
her turns you on, then
who's d o i n g  w h o ? ' .
And who is to say the
mouth is the dominant
instrument; could it be
that the vagina is doing
the m o u t h ?  " T h e
beauty o f  l e s b i a n
sexuality," s h e  says,
"is that it is circular. I n
the end, who is really
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Openly lesbian, San Francisco Supervisor,
Carole Migden spoke at HTG's March. 94
meeting. (I to r Linda, lynn. Carole. Cathy)

doing who, and what is it that really turns
you on?"

Special thanks t o  High Tech Gays for
financially backing the event and believing
in the Women's Caucus. T h a n k  you to
lynn, Donna and Cathy for all your work;
thanks to  Patti Fahey o f  the San Jose
Associated S t u d e n t s  P r o g r a m  f o r
arranging the  hall, lighting, sound and
extensive publ ic i ty  o n  campus;  a n d
everyone who showed up  to  make the
evening a success.

An extra special thanks to Entre Nous for
so generously advertising this event.
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