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Ralph Serpe Spoke @ HTG’s Jan Potluck

Story & Photo by Mike Bromberg

Ralph Serpe made the long trek from his office at the
front of the DeFrank Center to the Main Hall to
commune with the teeming and well-fed HTG masses.

Ralph is the first Executive Director the Center has
had since 1990, and he administers the operations of
the Center through good times (like last week, when
an anonymous donation of $10,000 was made) and
bad (as in April, 1994, when the Center almost closed
due to major debt).

Broadening his role as Center head honcho, Ralph is
the regional organizer for the National Organization
of Lesbian and Gay Community Centers (NOLGCC),
which formed last year. The DeFrank Center just
recently hosted a meeting of Directors of Centers
throughout the area. Most of the Centers in the
NOLGCC have formed since 1992. One major
difference is that the DeFrank Center is a
membership organization, and most of its operating
income comes from the membership. In this way, the
community truly owns the Center it frequents, and
has more direct say in how it is operated. Some
other Centers operate entirely from grants, which
distances them from their membership, and also puts
them in a bind if the grants ever dry up and their
Board is not skilled in fundraising.

Two major issues the NOLGCC is involved in are:

- Promote the Vote (getting the members of the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgenedered
community registered to vote);

- Grassroots organizing for same-sex marriage (it's
coming, so it's best to prepare for the fallout -- which
in Ralph's opinion, will make the "Gays in the Military"
debacle look like a piece of cake).

Both of these issues are ones which Ralph is working
with other individuals at the DeFrank Center to
educate the general populace about, and issues
about which he has lots of information to share with
interested individuals (see contact info later on in
article).

Otherwise, lots of interesting things are happening
with the Center. Ralph went into some detail on the
proposed plans to move the Center once the current
lease runs out in January, 1999, and also plans to do
some renovation to the current Center (including
getting heat restored in the cold Mainall where HTG
meets.

Ralph assured the crowed that the DeFrank Center is
committed to remaining in the San Jose area, and
mentioned a few locations where the new Center
might be. Estimated cost is $2.7 million dollars.

The DeFrank Center will be taking over much of the
work that was done by the now defunct Silicon Valley
Business Association, with its "Community Business
Partners" program. This begins in February, and for
more information one should contact Ralph either at
the Center or through E-Mail (write serper@aol.com)

Lastly, Ralph spoke specifically to HTG members
when he mentioned that many of the 60
organizations that meet at the Center (and others in
the San Jose area) have no computer systems or
computer literate volunteers. If any HTGers are
interested in helping out other, less high tech groups,
he is sure that the offer would be appreciated.
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HTG Event Calendar

Events marked with a * are communitv events, and not necessarilv HTG activities.

Activity Committee Meeting -- Wednesday, February 7

The Activity Committee meets at 7:30 PM at Hamburger Mary's for dinner and the
planning meeting.

Executive Committee - Wednesday, February 7

Meeting starts at 8 PM, and is open to all HTG members. We meet at Hamburger
Mary’s for dinner.

HTG Monthly Meeting -- Sunday, February 11

Potluck begins at 6:30PM and general meeting begins at 7:30PM. Our guest speaker
will be from AIDS Ride ‘96. Meet us at the DeFrank Center (see map on lastpage ).
Newsletter Article Deadline — Midnight, Friday, February 16

All articles must be submitted to Dave by this date.

Newsletter Stuffing -- Thursday, February 22

Meet us at the DeFrank Center at 6:30 PM to help prepare the Newsletter for mailing.
Sierrawood Ski Trip -- Friday, February 23 thru Sunday, February 25

This event is full, but you can contact Bill at 510/713-2455 to add onto the waiting
list. Sierrawood is a gay B&B near South Lake Tahoe. Two nights lodging, dinner
Friday and Saturday, breakfast Saturday and Sunday are $110 per person ($120 for
non-HTG'rs)

Yosemite Trip - Friday, March 15 thru Sunday, March 17

Stay in “rustic” log cabins near Yosemite Falls. Experience the breathtaking beauty
unique to Yosemite. Ski at Badger Pass (winter snowfall permitting), and Sunday
brunch at the Ahwahnee Hotel (oh, my belly’s so full!!). Bill is the one to contact for
this great trip 510/713-2455! Cost is $55/member ($60 non-member). Lodging is 4 to
aroom, 2 to abed. Oh my!

* California Primary Election — Tuesday, March 26th

Please register and vote! HTG supports the Billy DeFrank Center and the National
Association of Lesbian and Gay Community Centers in their 1996 “Promote the Vote!
campaign.

Dinner At Mac’s Dinner Theater — Friday, March 29th

Our theater and restaurant guy, Gene, has managed to find a way to combine both
activities. Get information at an upcoming monthly meeting, or look in next month’s
Newsletter for details.

Brunch on the Hornblower Yacht -- Sunday, April 21st

Join us for brunch on the San Francisco Bay aboard the Hornblower Yacht. The
Homblower leaves at 11:00 AM and returns at 1:00 PM. Approximate cost for
brunch and cruise is $40. Kim will have more information and take sign ups at the
next meeting.

Oakland Zoo -- Saturday, May 4th

Bill enjoyed this event so much, he’s repeating it for those of you who missed it the
first time around!

More information in future newsletters.

Sunol Day Hike -- Sunday, May Sth

So, if you didn’t get enough of the great outdoors at the Zoo, you can enjoy it some
more! Bill is hosting this event also, and will have more information in the near
future.
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Other HTG Contacts

+ HTG Voicemail recording &
messages: (408) 289-1484

» Email: info@htg.org
» HTG Web Page http://www.htg.org/

+ HTG/Outreach BBS (300 bps -
14 .4kbps/v.32bis/V.42bis/MNP, calendar,
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Email: newsletter@htg.org

+ Women's Caucus: Gabrielle
Antolovich (408) 289-1484

« Activities Committee: Steve
Weirauch (408) 448-8888
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send it to: HTG Activities, c/o Steve
Weirauch, 1563 De Anza Way, San
Jose, CA 95125.




VOTE ON MARCH 26Th!

CALIFORNIA PRIMARY ELECTION!

The Billy DeFrank Lesbian and Gay Community Center and High Tech Gays strongly encourage their
members and friends to vote on Tuesday, March 26th. This election is particularly important to our com-
munity.

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO VOTE!

If you are already a registered voter, you must re-register if you have moved, changed your name, or
changed your party. If you are not already registered, you must register in order to vote in this election.
To register you must complete, sign, and date a voter registration card and mail it or take it to the office of
the registrar of voters in the county in which you vote. To ensure you can vote, it is advisable that you
sign, date, and mail your registration card no later than Tuesday, February 20th (the legal deadline is Feb-
ruary 26th).

REGISTRATION CARDS.

Registration Cards are available at libraries, post offices, and many other locations. Registration forms for
Santa Clara County voters are available at the Billy DeFrank Lesbian and Gay Community Center, and at
meetings of High Tech Gays (HTG). Please make sure that the form you fill out is for the county in
which you reside.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

You can vote by absentee ballot if you prefer, or if you know that you will be unable to get to your
assigned polling place on the 26th. If you are a registered voter, the sample ballot you receive prior to the
election will include a form you can use to request an absentee ballot. You can also request an absentee
ballot by sending a letter to the registrar of voters in your county. The letter must state that you are
requesting an absentee ballot, must give your name, address, date of birth, and telephone number, and
MUST include your signature. Requests for Absentee Ballots must be in the hands of the registrar no
later than SPM on March 19th. Call the Registrar’s office in your county for instructions and their mail-
ing address.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
If you have questions about where to vote, voter registration, or absentee ballots, contact the Registrar of
Voters office in your county.

County Phone# County Phone #
Alameda 510-272-6933 Contra Costa 510-646-4166
Marin 415-499-6456 San Francisco 415-554-4375
Santa Clara 408-299-8302 Santa Cruz 408-454-2060
San Mateo 415-312-5222




