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Fr1'end.‘

By the t1 me you recel ve th1's letter, there WI 11 be only a few weeks to what w1 ll
pos51 bly be the largest p011 t1 cal event 1'n the h1 story of the Lesb1'an/Gay R1'ghts move-

flote creat1 on of th1's event.

You are probabably assoc1 ated w1'th an organ1 zat1 on that understands the need to end
the d1'scr1'm1 nat1'on d1 rected aga1 nst our people. D1 scr1m1'nat1 on whl'ch you or people who
you know or love have probably, experl'enced because the oppres51 on of Lesb1'ans and Gay
Men 1's so pervas1 ve. The 11 st 1's long.

—— The AIDS med1 cal cr1's1's 1's k1 111 ng our people at an acceleratl'ng rate whl‘le
desperately needed funds for research and pat1’ent serv1‘ces are e1 ther unappro-
pr1'ated or unspent.

—— All over the country, we c‘an be den1’ed hous1'ng and employment for no other
reason than our sexual or1'entat1'on.

-- We are frequently den1 ed custody or access to our own ch1 1dren $1°mp1y because
we are Lesb1 an or Gay.

-- We are denl ed employment 1'n many areas of the federal government and the
m1 l1'tary because we are Lesb1'an or Gay. Our people serve well for years 1‘n
s1'gn1'f1'cant p051't1'ons 1'n these profeSSI ons. Once author1 t1 es d1’scover these
Gay people, they are f1'red or are 1 mpr1'soned for sexual acts.

-- We are v1'ct1'ms of v1'olent attacks by homophob1 c assa1‘lants who are often
not prosecuted, or are set free after they are arrested. The homophob1'c legal
system WI 11 even defend these cr1'm1'nals w1'th the "Homosexual Pan1'c" defense.

—- We are v1‘ct1'ms of p011 ce entrapment and abuse.

-— We are subJ'ect to v1'o lent assualt and rape 1'f we are 1'ncarcerated 1'n the
Amer1’can pr1 son system.

-- In most parts of the Un1‘ted States, 1‘t 1's 1 llegal for Lesb1 ans or Gay Men
to be sexual.

—- We are den1'ed the legal and econom1 c equall'ty afforded to heterosexual couples
because 1‘t 1's 1'mp0351'ble for Gay couples to legall'ze thel r relat1 onsh1 p 1'n marr1 age.

—- Our people are d1 scr1’m1‘natedaga1‘nst bythe l'mml'gratl'on and naturall'zatl'on
author1't1'es.
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-- We are at least 105° of the taxpayers 1'n th1 s nat1'on, but government serv1'ces
to our commun1 ty are l\1'nf1‘n1'te51‘mal. There are v1 rtually no programs for Lesb1 an
and Gay poor, youth, sen1'ors, or d1 sabled.

-- The deplorable condl t1 ons for Lesb1 an and Gay Amer1‘cans are 11 ttle better
than 1'n many other countr1 es. All over the world, our people are be1’ng legally
oppressed, 1'mpr1'soned, and k1'lled. They cannot em1 grate or even travel out51 de
the1'r own country. Gay oppress1'on 1's 1'gnored by world agenc1 es, 1'nclud1'ng the
Un1'ted Nat1‘ons, the U.S. State Department, and Amnesty Internatl'onal.

And 1'n the last few months .......

-- In Cal1‘forn1'a, AB—1 (an employment r1'ghts b1 11) 1’5 vetoed by the Governor
after a Senate debate wh1'ch 1'ncluded scrl'pture quotat 1'ons calll'ng for the "putt1’ng
to death" of Lesb1 an and Gay people.

-- Quarant1‘ne of People w1 th AIDS 1‘s d1 scussed.

-‘- In Texas, there are efforts to restore archal c laws makl ng Gay sex 1 llegal
because of AIDS.

—- In New Orleans, a Gay R1 ghts 0rd1'nance 1‘s defeated ........

But the oppress1 on of at least twenty m1'll1'on people 1's not addressed by any of
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__.I_._.____.__.._r.__~._. ———1—I~—-l——1--arpeope 1ntothe Amerlcan p01t1caebate. NI'thout even the d1 scussl'on of our 1'ssues,
end1'ng the oppress1’on enumerated above 1's 1'mpos51'ble.

For a few days 1'n July, the world W1 11 come to San Franc1 sco, and 1'ts attentl'on
w1'llmocusereaseWeaerslpoeemocralcaryseecs 1'ts cand1 date. for
Pre51'dent and debates the 1'ssues wh1'ch confront our nat1 on. Convent1 on off1 c1 als
est1 mate that mcure. than 20,000 med1'a representat1 ves WI 11 carry th1's story to an
aud1 ence of between 500 m1'lll on and one b1'll1 on people. Many of the reporters who
w1 ll be 1'n San Franc1 sco to cover the convent1 on WI 11 also attempt to wr1 te "The Gay
Story" to be sent across Amer1 ca. (Indeed the Jerry Falwell ant1'—gay conference
wh1 ch w1 ll be held 1'n San Franc1 sco J'ust two days before the convent1 on opens 1's sure
to generate mass1've med1'a attent1’on to the Lesb1 an/Gay ll'festyle —- much of 1't negat1've).

The National March for Lesbian/Gay Rights will provide all of the convention media
representatl'ves and delegates w1 th a true p1'cture of the Lesb1'an and Gay communl'ty and
1'ts concerns. Instead of theWme1acoosW1ngourspoespeopew1ceyaveone
manytm1mesto our detr1 ment, we WI 11 choose our own spokespeople. Instead of lett1 ng
the Lesbl an/Gay 1'ssues ra1'sed to hundreds of m1'll1'ons of people be determ1 ned haphazard—
ly, we W1 11 speak to the 1'ssues wh1'ch we we all agree are of great 1'mportance to our
peopWe.

 

 

The support that we have rece1'ved thus far has enabled us to.' open our off1'ce
whl'ch 1's now staffed 7 days a week,' mal'l thousands of letters to Lesbl an/Gay organl'z-
at1'ons around.the country,' post b1'llboards 1'n the San Franc1 sco Bay Area trans1't sys-
tems,‘ produce buttons and brochures and T-sh1'rts,' and develop a nat1 onal med1 a and
advert1'51 ng campal gn. Calls are now com1 ng 1 nto the off1 ce dal'ly from around the
country. The word 1's out.
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Bu,t t1 me 1'.s short, and all of these these. th1’ngs have cost money. By the end of
Apr1 l, we were on target accord1'ng to the f1'nanc1 al plan we have adopted. In May, the
maSSl ve outreach campa1'gn we bell eve 1's essent1 al nece551 tated seek1 ng loans from sup-
porters. Funds are now our most cr1't1 cal need. The outreach must cont1 nue, and we
must pay our b1 115 to keep the off1 ce Open. Our bare-bones budget calls for the ral's—
1'ng of $55,000 -— most of these expenses WI 11 be used for nat1 onal outreach.

We would 11 ke you to be he re w1 th us July 15th. For many of you travel to San
Franc1 sco w1 11 not be poss1'ble. However, many m1'll1'ons of our people do not yet know
about the March. Coverage 1'n the stra1 ght press has been m1 n1 mal, and the vast maJ'orl'ty
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ear. We need1nanc1a sponsorsh1p othe Marc,ar. are as1ng you to become a Spon-
sor for $25 or an Angel for $100. If you can g1 ve more, Vie w1 ll be grateful. If you
can afford only a small amount, we w1 11 also be grateful.

 

We can offer you only the same reason to make th1's 1'mportant donat1'on as we have to
to those 1'nd1 v1 duals who have already supporte.d us —- that you w1 ll be help1'ng us to make
h1 story for our commun1'ty. We w1 ll acknowledge all Sponsors and Angels who perm1 t us to
use the1'r names 1‘n the 0ff1‘c1 al Program of the March. Our current brochure. 1's enclosed.

For the m1'll1'ons who are forced to rema1 n s1'lent, we thank you.

“I\G 0%
Ralph¢Payne
Fundra1's1'ng Co-Cha1 r

ENDORSING AND SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS
(Part1 al 11'st)

A.C.L.U. - Gay R1'g1lt.s Chapter Gay R1'ghts Nat1 onal Lobby (GRNL)
A11 ce B. Toklas Lesbl'an/Gay Democratl'c Club - S.F. Gay Rl'ghts Prog'e.ct — Honolulu
Amethyst Women's Serv1’ces - Huntl'ngton, N.Y. Golden Gate Bus1'nes.s Assoc1‘at1‘on - S.F.
Ar1 zona Lesb1 an & Gay Task Force Harvey M1 lk Lesb1 an/Gay Democrat1 c Club — S.F.
Bay Area Phys1 c1 ans for Human R1 ghts - .S.F. Hudson-Mohawk Bus. & Prof. Assn. - Albany, N.Y.
B1‘g Apple Dyke News (BAD News) — N.Y. Lesbl an/Gay Labor All1'ance - S.F.
Black & Nhl te Men Together - Internat1 onal Lou1'.s1'ana Gay Poll'tl'cal Act1 on Caucus
Boston Lesb1 an & Gay Poll'tl'cal A111 ance Natl onal Ass_oc1'at1 on of Bu51 ness Counc1'ls
Cal1 forn1 a Democrat1'c Counc1 l Natl'onal C‘oall t1 on _of Black Gays
Com1'ng Up.I - S.F. Natl onal Gay Task Force
D.C. Lesbl'an & Gay Organl'zatl'on of Stude_nts (LAGOS) Natl onal Federat1 on of Parents & Fr1 ends of Gays
East Bay Le.sb1'an/Gay Democrat1 c Club — Oakland Natl'onal 0rgan1'7.at 1 on for Women
Eleanor Roosevelt 0emocrat1 c Club — Albany, N.Y. Natl onal 0rgan1 zat1 on for Women (Cal1 f. Chapter)
Foundat1 on — Elkhart, Indl'ana Pac1 fl'c Center for Human Growth - Berkeley
Freedom Day Comm1 ttee - Seattle San Franc.1'.)°co AIDS Foundatl on
Gay Academ1 c Un1 on — S.F. S‘an Franc1 sco Democratl c Party Central Comm1’ttee
Gay Fathers — S.F. Seattle Gay News
Gay & Lesbl an All1'ance - Stanford Un1 vers1 ty Sexual Id_ent1 ty Center — Honolulu
Gays & Lesb1'ans of Ames - Iowa Stonewall Gay Democrat 1'c Club — S.F.
Gay & Lesbl'an Independent Democrats — N.Y.


